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FOBStfOBD

This manuscript is part of a narrative history 
of events in the German Armed Forces Supreme Command 
Headquarters during World War II. The writer, Hell- 
Mith G-BSINM, was charged with writing the War Diary 
at that headquarters from August 1939 to April 22, 
1942. He has based hie work on notes taken at various 
conferences, copies of final drafts for entry in the 
War Diary, copies of HIJLER'S directives, orders end 
documents he was able to save from destruction at 
great personal risk.

With the aid of these sources and the trained 
mind and memory of a professional historian, he has 
presented a vivid picture of HITLilR' S method of com 
mand as well as his reaction to reverses end success 
and the various other factors which influenced de 
cisions in both the military and the political spheres.

In addition to a general description of procedures 
in the supreme headquarters it includes details of or 
ganization and the composition of HITLER'S immediate 
staff. Brief graphic descriptions are also included 
of the outstanding characteristics of its chief mem 
bers who served HITLER in his capacity as Supreme Com 
mander of the Armed Forces and Commander in Chief of 
the Army,

The completed work to date is divided into a num 
ber of manuscripts, For easy reference the manuscripts 
have been listed chronologically for inclusion in the 
English copies.

LOUIS M. BAtffiOCKY 
Lt Colonel, Armor 
Chief, Foreign kilitary 
Studies Branch
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Author

Helmuth GREIHER 
Ministerialrat im GO* 
Bom: 30 April 1892

Leipzig, Saxony,

Eelmuth GBEIKBR joined the Army in December 
1913, entering the 132d Prussian Infantry Regi 
ment as an officer candidate, and in July 1914 
was promoted lieutenant with commission dated 23 
June 1913. In World War I he served at the var 
ious fronts from the outbreak of war to June 1917, 
with two "brief breaks to recover from wounds. In 
June 1917 he was detached to serve as military 
attache on the staff of the German Embassy in Bern, 
Switzerland, from which he was transferred to the 
Historical Division of Army General Staff, Berlin, 
in January 191S, remaining there until discharged 
from the Army in March 1920, with rank of captain, 
less than a month later GREIHER was appointed 
archivist in the Military History Section of the 
Historical Branch of the Eeichs Archives at Pots 
dam. He remained in this service until 1935, and 
it wae during this period that he continued his 
studies in national economy and history at the 
Berlin university from 1921-24, Also during this 
period he did a great deal of writing on the Ger 
man official history of World War I and was pro 
moted Archivrat,

On 1 April 1935 GKBINSR was re-called for 
service in the Vtehrmacht, promoted Hegierungsrat 
(equivalent to major in rank) and attached to 
the re-organized Historical Division of the Eeichs 
Archives, a branch of the Military History Research 
Institute of the Army. On 18 August 1939, he was 
transferred to the national Defense Branch, which

Administrative official attached to Wehrmacht 
Command, equivalent in rank to a colonel.



MS * 0-065 a

later was re-designated Wehnnacht Operations 
Staff (Wehrmachtsfuehrungsstab). in Hitler's 
headquarters, as Keeper of the War Diary. 
Promoted Oberregierungsrat on 1 May 1936 and 
Ministerialrat on 1 October 1940, GREINER 
was removed from his post on 3a April 1943, 
because of his known antinationalsocialist 
sentiments, Following this he was detached 
to the Office of the German General Attached 
to Italian Armed Forces Headquarters in Borne 
for a "brief spell, 15 June - 31 July 1943.

From that date to the end of the War, 
GREINSR was not employed, being considered 
politically unreliable. He was captured by 
US forces at Oberhof, Thuringia on 4 April 
1945.

In addition to his career in the civil 
service and the Wehrmacht, GREINBR is a well- 
known writer on military subjects in the his 
torical vein, his published works including, 
VETERANS OF WORLD WAR I, a collection of es 
says by soldiers of that War; THE 1916 CAM 
PAIGN II RUMANIA, written for the Swedish 
General Staff; THE 1916 INVASION OF BELGIUM 
AND THE FIRST MAJOR BATTLES; THE FRENCH MOBI 
LIZATION IN 1914; THE AMERICAN WAR OF SECES 
SION; GUERILLA WARFARE IN 1870-71 and FRENCH 
MOBILIZATION PLANS, 1885-1914, some of which 
were written specifically as instruction manu 
als for use in training.
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Helmuth GREENER.

Notes on the Situation Reports and Discussions at HITLER'S 

Headquarters from 12 August 1942 to 1? llarch 1943

Prefatory Remarks

The follovdng notes are based on the memoranda which I wrote in the 

capacity of custodian of the U'ar Diary of the '.yehrmacht Operations Staff 

during the daily situation reports and discussions at HITLER 1 s headquarters 

from August 1942 to Larch 1943* The contents of the !»ar Diary written 

during that time were based on these memoranda. All volumes containing 

the text and appendices of the War Diary were destroyed on orders of 

General WINTER, at that time Deputy Chief of the Ttfehrmacht Operations 

Staff, at Lake Hintersee in Upper-Bavaria on 1 May 1945  In the following 

pages, I have attempted to restore the \jar Diary, at least partially on 

the basis of the memoranda which are still in my possession. During the 

period from 26 June 1941 to 11 August 1942, I personally destroyed all my 

handwritten memoranda, with the exception of some particularly important 

notes, as soon as'I had used them for the writing of the War Diary. On 

18 March 1943, I went on leave for an extended period of time. Upon my 

return, on 22 April 1943, I was relieved of my position as Custodian of the 

War Diary by HITLER for political reasons. Therefore, the following notes 

are confined to the above-mentioned period.
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On 16 July 1942, HITLER'S headquarters were established in the 

Ukraine, in a small triangular area of woodland, 15 kilometers north- 

northeast of V/inniaa at the highway to Shitomir near the village of 

Strishawka #. HITLER and his most intimate advisers and his military 

staff, the field echelons of the ifehrmacht Operations Staff, were quartered 

there in log cabins and prefabricated barracks respectively. The camp had 

been given the code name "iifehrwolf." Headquarters of the Army High Command 

was located in Winniza after 16 July 1942.

On 12 August 1942, the first day covered by these notes, the situation 

on the Eastern Front was as follows:

On 28 June 1942 the great summer offensive of Army Group South, the 

so-called Operation BLAU, had been launched with the drive of the Second 

Army on Yforonesh. In the course of this offensive, the German attack 

forces, composed of the Second Army, Sixth Army, Fourth Panzer Army, First 

Panzer Army and Seventeenth Army, had reached the Don in the area below 

Woronesh and had taken Rostov on 24 July 1942. In the course of the follow 

ing days, Generalfeldmarschall LIST'S Army Group A-,, which had been formed 

on 7 July 1942 by combining Armeegruppe Ruoff ## (comprising the Seventeenth 

Army and Rumanian Third Army) and First Panzer Army, crossed the lower Don 

for a thrust into the Caucasus. On 11 August 1942, Army Group A had reached 

the lower Kuban with the Rumanian Third Army at Slawjanskaja, with the

* See German Operations Map Russia 1 : 1 000 000, sheet 2.
** Not a standard organization, usually consisted of an Army plus a number 

of Corps or Divisions under an army type staff (Translator).
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Seaenteenth Army on both sides of Krasnodar and with elements of the 

First Panzer Army in the area around Maikop. Mountain troops of this army 

had advanced in the upper valleys of the Kuban and its tributaries into 

the High Caucasus, while its motorized forces, advancing toward the 

Caucasian oil fields, had taken Pjatigorsk on 9 August 1942.

In the sector of Army Group B, (Commander in Chief Generaloberst 

Freiherr Von YJeichs) which also had been formed from Army Group South, the 

Fourth panzer Army had crossed the Don at Zymljanskaja, and, in a drive 

toward the Northeast, had reached the southern edge of Stalingrad, while 

the Sixth Army had occupied the great loop of the Don north of Kalatsch 

from 7 to 12 August 1942. The Italian Eighth Army and the Hungarian 

Second Army were holding covering positions along the sector of the middle 

Don. The bridgehead and cornerstone of Woronesh and Army Group's northern 

flank between tiforonesh and Liwny were held by the Second Army.

In the sectors of Army Group Center and Army Group North, no major 

changes in the front line established at the conclusion of the fierce 

defensive battles of the preceding winter had occurred. The line extended 

from a point adjacent to the Second Army roughly through Liwny-Orel- 

Ssuchinitschi-Juchnoff-Subzoff-Rshew, then turning sharply in a south 

westerly direction, forming a wide salient toward the south, via Belyj- 

DemidoffyWelish-Welikije Luki-Cholni. It then extended along the Lowat 

from the so-called land bridge leading to the enclave of Demjansk, which 

had been held during the winter campaign, then north of Lake Ilmen along 

the western bank of the Viiolchow up to Kirischi and from that cornerstone,
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turned in s. westerly direction, via Malukssa and Futilowo to Lake Ladoga, 

and, finally, from Schluesburg in a southern semicircle around Leningrad 

up to the Gulf of Finland. Because of its peculiar shape, the narrow 

passage south of Lake Ladoga with Mga as its center was called the 

"bottleneck" by the Germans. The focal point of the battle in the sector 

of Army Group Center was the front due east of Subzoff and due north of 

Rshew in the Ninth Army's sector, where the Russians attacked with strong 

infantry and armored forces on 30 July 1942 and, by 4 August 1942, had 

effected wide and deep penetrations. At the most dangerous points of 

penetration, due east of Subzoff and east of Ssytschewka, the XXXIX Corps, 

comprising the 1st, 2nd, and 5th Panzer Divisions and the 102nd Infantry 

Division, had been committed to halt the Russian attack.
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Distribution of Forces along the Eastern Front 

on 12 August 1942

Army Group A: Commander in Chief: Generalfeldmars chall LIST

Chief of Staff: Generalleutnant Von GRKLFFENBERG

Armeegruppe Ruoff (Headquarters of Seventeenth Army): 

Commander in Chief: Generaloberst RUOFF 

Seventeenth Army and Rumanian Third Army

First Panzer Army: Commander in Chief: Generaloberst Von XLEIST

Army Group B: Commander in Chief: Generaloberst Freiherr Von WEIGHS 

Chief of Staff: Generalleutnant Von SODENSTERN

Fourth Panzer Army: Commander in Chief: Generaloberst HOTH 

Sixth Army: Commander in Chief: Generaloberst PAULUS 

Italian Eighth Arniy: Commander in Chief: General GARIBOLDI 

Hungarian Second Army: Commander in Chief: unknown 

Second Army: Commander in Chief: Generaloberst Von SALMUTH

Army Group Center: Commander in Chief: Generalfeldmarschall Von KLUGE

Chief of Staff: Generalmajor JDBHLER

Fourth Army: Commander in Chief: Generaloberst HEINRICI 

Second Panzer Armyt Commander in Chief: Generaloberst

SCHLZCDT
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Third Panzer Army: Commander in Chief: Generaloberst

REENHAKDT 

Ninth Army: Commander in Chief: Generaloberst MODEL

Army Group Worth: Commander in Chief: Generalfeldmarschall Von KU3CHLKR

Chief of Staff: Generalmajor HASSE

Sixteenth Army: Commander in Chief: Generaloberst BUSCH 

Eighteenth Army: Commander in Chief: Generaloberst

LINDEMAM

Directly assigned to the Army High Command for carrying out Operation 

MORDLICHT, attack on Leningrad, and assembled in the area of Army Group 

North:

Eleventh Army: Commander in Chief: Generalfeldmarschall Von MANSTKEN.
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12 August 1942 

Situation Report;

The Chief of the Armed Forces Operations Staff advises the Fuehrer 

that the Comraander in Chief of the Air Force intends to transfer an anti 

aircraft division from the First Panzer Army to the Fourth Panzer Army. 

The Chief of Army General Staff points out that the First Panzer Army needs 

strong antiaircraft protection in the Caucasus and that the transfer of the 

entire antiaircraft division would therefore be inadvisable. General JODL 

will discuss the matter with the Reichsmarschall once more,

General HAIDER reports that, according to statements made by captured 

Eussian officers, the Russian Caucasus Army is gradually disintegrating. 

The thrust of the advanced detachment of the 1st Mountain Division into the 

High Caucasus does not meet with the Fuehrer's approval. The Fuehrer con 

siders -such action a scattering of the forces. He points out that the Division, 

if it should encounter stronger enemy forces, would not be able to overcome 

their resistance, but would suffer reverses, while at the same time it would 

be needed at another point of greater operational importance. However, the 

Fuehrer fails to order the withdrawal of the Division from the High Caucasus. 

He wants the fuel supplies available to Army Group A to be allocated primarily 

to Army Group's right wing in order to enable that "..'ing to effect a break 

through to the coast of the Black Sea as speedily as possible. After the 

capture of Novorossisk, the fuel supplies will be shipped across the Black 

Sea by the Navy.
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The Fuehrer, furthermore,requests the immediate moving up of German 

medium artillery and antitank defense weapons, as well as the transfer 

of a corps headquarters staff with two divisions to the area behind the 

covering position of the Hungarians along the Don in the sector of Army 

Group B. The Chief of Army General Staff states that the 168th Infantry 

Division is being moved up frou the north and the 336th Infantry Division 

from the south to reinforce the sector held by the Hungarians. Besides, 

one corps of the Sixth Army will be transferred to the west after the capture 

of Stalingrad. At that time, HITLER was constantly worried by the thought 

that the western Allies might attempt to land in France in order to relieve 

some of the pressure on their Russian ally by establishing the "Second 

Front" which was requested by the Soviet Union with increasing urgency. 

As early as 30 July 1942, HITLER, therefore, gave the order to halt the 

"Grossdeutschland" motorized Division, which had been advancing into the 

Caucasus as a unit of the First Panzer Army, and to withdraw this division 

to the northern bank of the Don for an early shipment to the VJest,

On 11 August 1942, Operation VJIHBEL^IND is started in the sector of 

Army Group Center. This operation is an attack launched by the Second 

Panzer Army at Ssuchinitschi in a north-northwesterly direction in order 

to pinch off the Russian salient protruding sharply to the west between 

Ssuchinitschi and Juchnoff. The Fuehrer is under the impression that in 

this operation the Second Panzer Army concentrates its effort too much on 

its outer wing, namely its right or eastern flank, instead of annihilating
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the enemy forces "which are fighting along the front to the west by 

launching a thrust in the general direction west-north-west. HITLER, 

therefore, instructs the Chief of Army General Staff to give the order to 

Army Group Center to concentrate its forces solely in the direction of the 

main attack. The situation in the large penetration area in the sector of 

the Ninth Army at Ssytschewka, Subzoff, and Rshew continues to be very 

critical. The Fuehrer takes the withdrawal of the German forces from 

the cornerstone position Rshew-Subzoff into consideration, but does not 

announce a decision yet. The Air Force will assign additional forces to 

this sector.

In the sector of Army Group North, signs of an impending enemy attack 

against the "bottleneck" are increasing. The Fuehrer considers it desirable 

to make adequate reserves available to the Eighteenth Army in order to avoid 

the necessity for the Army Group to commit, in case of a major enemy attack, 

the forces intended for employment in Operation NORDLICHT. He suggests, there 

fore, that the Chief of Army General Staff assign to the Eighteenth Army ^our 

jaeger battalions \nhich had just been activated at the troop training grounds 

at Arys in East Prussia. However, General HALDER states that the suggested 

assignments could not be made because he needs the battalions for other tasks.

13 August 1942

Distribution of the Flying Formations of the Air Force along the

Eastern Front

Eowth Air Force: 14 bomber 7 1/3 airbomber 8 1/3 fighter 2 long-range
groups groups groups fighter groups
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Don 2 bomber
Air Forces groups
Headquarters

Eastern 8 "
Air Forces 1 "
Headquarters

First Air 1/3 "
Force

Northern 2 "
Air Force
Command

1 dive bomber 1 fighter
group group

2 » 4 1/3 "
  " 1 "

it 2 "

1 it 2 '»

(in Second Panzer Army's
sector)

1/3 close-support group
1/3 tank destroyer group
(in Ninth Army's sector)

1 2/3 aerial torpedo groups

Total: 27 1/3 bomber groups, 11 1/3 dive bomber groups, 18 2/3 fighter groups, 

2 long-range fighter groups, 1/3 close-support group, 

1/3 tank destroyer group and 1 2/3 aerial torpedo groups, 

each group comprising an average of 20 planes ready to take off, 

totaling 61 2/3 groups, comprising about 1,234 planes.

The fourth Air Force and Don Air Forces Headquarters * are employed in the 

sectors of Array Group A and B, Eastern Air Forces Headquarters in the area 

of Army Group Center in the sectors of the Second Panzer Army and Ninth 

Army; First Air Force is employed in the sector of Army Group North and 

Northern Air Force Colander in Finland.

# On 10 August 1942, the designation of I Air Force Corps was changed to 
Don Air Forces Headquarters.
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Situation Report:

The Chief of Army Supply and Administration reports to the Fuehrer 

that XXXX Panzer Corps, committed at the eastern wing of the First Panzer 

Army, has received fuel in a quantity sufficient to cover a distance of 

100 kilometers and that this corps is therefore ready for commitment in new 

operations. It has been ascertained through air reconnaissance that the 

northern section of the railroad Astrachan-Baku between Astrachan and 

Machatsch Kala is still under construction. Reports have been received 

from the Seventeenth Army to the effect that the oil refineries in the 

Krasnodar area are essentially undestroyed. The Reichsrnarschall reports 

to the Fuehrer that, according to an intercepted Russian radio message, 

the coastal road leading to Tuapse is completely blocked. The Chief of 

Army General Staff reports that the northern wing of the Sixth Army will be 

ready to cross the Don for the attack on Stalingrad on 15 August 1942.

In the sector of Army Group Center, agent reports have been received 

to the effect that new Russian armored units are being activated in the 

Tula area. Thus far, Operation T,ifIEBELVJIND has not resulted in a decisive 

success, but the beginning of a favorable development seems to be indicated 

by the latest reports. According to a report by the Chief of Army General 

Staff, the Second Panzer Army resumed its attack at its right, eastern wing 

early this morning, but with a limited objective only, namely an advance of 

8 kilometers. Upon reaching this objective, the attack wing will turn to 

the west in accordance with instructions given by the Fuehrer, ideanwhile,
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the 9th Panzer Division arrived:at the Second Panzer Army's right wing 

behind the sector of the llth panzer Division; elements of the 4th Panzer 

Division are also in that sector.

This morning, the expected enemy attack against the front of the 

Third Panzer Army was launched at Juchnoff. Thus far, the enemy achieved 

only local penetrations. At the front sectors at Subzoff and Rshew, the 

fiercest defensive fighting to date took place yesterday, according to a 

report received from the Ninth Army. Today, the Russians resumed their 

attacks at Ssytschewka and Subzoff. For the time being, the Fuehrer has 

abandoned the idea of withdrawing the 14th Motorized Infantry Division 

from the cornerstone position at Rshew to a tendon position, because it 

seems as if the eneiiiy has ceased moving up reinforcements.

In the sector of Army Group North, the Russian preparations for an 

attack at Pogostje and, especially, at the "bottleneck" are becoming in 

creasingly evident. The Fuehrer wants the 12th Panzer Division, which was 

to be committed by Army Group Worth in the Leningrad sector, to remain at 

the eastern front of the "bottleneck" to ward off the expected enemy attack.

In the Mediterranean Sea, an Anglo-American convoy was intercepted 

yesterday by the German Air Force north of Tunis. This morning, the convoy 

was attacked again near the island of Pantelleria. However, it continued 

its voyage through the Strait of Sicily in the direction of Malta.

Last night, the British air force carried out a very severe air attack 

on Mainz, where fires caused by an attack by the RAF during the night
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of 11 - 12 August were not yet completely under control. A great number 

of aerial mines was dropped. Two-thirds of the inner city are almost 

completely destroyed. Twenty-three heavy , and fourteen light anti-aircraft 

batteries are employed in the Liainz area.

14 August 1942 

Situation Report:

In the sector of Array Group A, XXXX Panzer Corps, committed at the 

First Panzer Army's eastern wing, has taken Georgijewskaja. Since strong 

enemy forces seem to assemble at Liachatsch Kala for the defense of Baku, 

the Fuehrer gives the order to move up the 13th panzer Division and the 

16th liotorized Infantry Division to support XXXX Panzer Corps. At the 

right wing of Armeegruppe Ruoff, the Rumanian Third Army is to advance with 

the units which will cross the Kerch Strait as speedily as possible, and 

with the Rumanian Cavalry Corps along the coastal road. Two divisions 

will be withdrawn from V Infantry Corps, which is advancing on Novorossisk 

from the northeast in the Seventeenth Army's sector. The two divisions are 

to join the western group of the First Panzer Away in the advance on T.uapse. 

Among the units of this western group is XXXXIV Jceger Corps. The group 

is to be further reinforced by transferring the 2.9$th Infantry Division from 

the Seventeenth Army. The XIIX Mountain Corps, composed of the 1st and 4th 

Mountain Division, is to advance either on Suchum or along the "Grusinische" 
highway, i.e. the road from Ordschonikidse via Krestowski Pass to Tiflis.
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In the sector of Army Group B the regrouping of the Sixth Army for 

the attack is completed , and the attack will be launched tomorrow. The 

22nd Panzer Division will be moved behind the Italian Eighth Army for 

bolstering purposes. The shipment of the motorized "Grossdeutschland" 

Division to the Western Front * started yesterday. The Division will be 

moved into the area southwest of Amiens.

In the sector of Army Group Center, Operation IHRBELTVIND has wade 

little progress in the face of very strong enemy resistance and in diffi 

cult fortified wooded terrain. However, General HALDER hopes to gain 

freedom of action today. In the sector of the Third Panzer Army, the 

enemy achieved a wide and deep penetration. The situation at Rshew is re 

garded as very unfavorable on the basis of the reports received from the 

Ninth Army. The order is given, therefore, to withdraw the 14th Motorized 

Division and the 256th Infantry Division to a tendon *# position. Army 

Group's communication lines are frequently disrupted by partisans; at 

present, all railroad lines in Army Group Center's communication zone, 

except one, are disrupted. In order to combat the partisans, troops will 

be moved up from the Government General.

In the evening, shortly after 2000 hours, General Von KLUGS, Commander 

in Chief of Army Group Center, reports that he is no longer able to hold the 

positions in the sectors of the Third Panzer Army and Ninth Army with the 

forces at his disposal. Thereupon the order is given to shift the 72nd 

Infantry Division, which is on its way to the Eleventh Army in the sector

* See under 12 August 1942.
** A comparatively linear position to which the front in a bulge is withdrawn in order to reduce frontage*
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of Army Group Korth, to Army Group Center. In addition, the Fuehrer 

gives the order to halt the shipment of the "Grossdeutschland" Division 

to the Viestern Front and to move that division up to the sector of the 

Ninth Anny. For the time being, however, the Fuehrer reserves for himself 

further decision concerning the commitment of this division.

The following American forces are stationed in Britain: Three 

infantry divisions and one armored division. TWO to three U.S. divisions, 

reportedly, are bein£, shipped to Egypt or the Near East by water around 

the Cape of Good Hope.

In the Mediterranean Sea, approximately one-third of the Anglo-American 

convoy, four merchantmen, arrived at Lalta under strong escort yesterday 

afternoon. The U.S. aircraft carrier JASP is lying ablaze north of Bizerta; 

apparently, it is difficult to put her under water. The north-south traffic 

between Italy and Africa is still interrupted.

15 August 1942

Number of the Russian Army units including those employed in Finland, 

the Caucasus, Iran and the Far East;______________________________ 

(Coapiled by the East Foreign Armies Branch of the Array General Staff) 

407 infantry divisions representing the combat strength of 28? normal units 

1?S infantry brigades » '» " » '< 142 " " 

39 cavalry divisions » « " » » 33 " » 

16$ tank brigades______»______" "____^|____" 131 " » 

789 units representing the combat strength of 593 normal units
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These units are distributed as follows:

At the Eastern Front In reserve At other fronts

254 infantry combat strength 134 73 infantry divisions 80 infantry divisions 
divisions

83 infantry " " 47 66 infantry brigades 29 infantry brigades 
brigades

13 cavalry " " 7 20 cavalry divisions 6 cavalry divisions divisions

68 tank " » 34 36 tank brigades 11 tank brigades 
brigades ___________________________________________________
418 units, combat strength: 222 245 units ________________ 126 units

Total: 593 units 

Eastern Front: 41& reserves : 245 other fronts: 126 Total: 789 units

In the Mediterranean Sea, the north-south traffic between Italy and 

Africa has been resumed. One battleship and the aircraft carrier ILLUSTRIOUS, 

both belonging to the escort of the Anglo-American convoy which had arrived 

at Malta, entered the harbor of Gibraltar where the aircraft carrier FURIOUS 

left her dock to make room for the ILLUSTRIOUS. The whereabouts of two 

battleships are unknown. The British Admiralty admitted the loss of the 

light cruiser MAUCHSST3R. The Italian heavy cruiser BOLZANO was hit by a 

torpedo near Liessina and subsequently beached,
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16 August 1942 

Situation Report:

The operations of Army Group A in the Caucasus are progressing well. 

Battle casualties are comparatively light; however, Army Group is losing 

a considerable number of men due to marching injuries and sickness. 

Contrary to the vietv held by the Chief of Arny General Staff, the Fuehrer 

is of the opinion that the 298th Infantry Division is no longer needed by 

the western group of the First Panzer Army #. The Fuehrer therefore 

gives the order to withdraw that division to Millerowo or Stalino for 

shipment to another assignment. The units which will become free in the 

sector of the Seventeenth Army following the crossing of the Kuban are to 

be moved up to the eastern group of the First panzer Army because the 

enemy is expected to put up stubborn resistance at the Terek. XLIX Mountain 

Corps is now committed in an attack on Suchum. The Corps is advancing 

along the Suchum road, which leads from llikojanschachar in the Teberda 

Valley to Dombai Pass, and in the high mountain valleys west of the Suchum 

toad toward the south, and the Fuehrer hopes that Corps' two mountain 

divisions will be able to advance speedily.

In the sector of Army Group B, the Sixth Army successfully continues 

the attack launched yesterday aiming at the occupation of the large north 

east loop of the Don bend north of Kalatsch and at the establishment of 

bridgeheads on the eastern bank of the Don. The Fourth Panzer Army will 

launch the attack on Stalingrad tomorrow if it receives adequate supplies

# See under 14 August 3-942.
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in time. According to agent reports, great numbers of tanks supplied by 

the Unitad States are assembled in the Stalingrad area. It is not clear 

whether these are new tank units or tank reserves. To cover Astrachan, 

the enemy has established a flanking position south of Stalingrad. The 

Fuehrer is worried about the possibility that Stalin might repeat the 

Russian "Standard Attack" of 1920, i.e. an attack across the Don in the 

area around and above Serafimowitsch in the direction of Rostov, which 

was successfully carried out by the Bolshevists against the White Russian 

army of General Ki/rangel in 1920. The Fuehrer fears that the Italian 

Eighth Army, which is employed along that section of the Don, would not 

effectively resist such attack, and therefore urgently demands the speedy 

transfer of the 22nd Panzer Division into the area behind the Italian 

Eighth Array to bolster up the defense there»

In the sector of Army Group Center, Operation TORBEIOTND has been 

progressing very slowly and the attack forces have sustained heavy losses. 

Genera}. Von KLUGE, in a report submitted by telephone, states that the 

attack cannot succeed because behind every Russian position taken in the 

forests at Ssuchinitschi another position is encountered and because the 

passage between these forests is completely blocked by mines. The Second 

Panzer Army intends therefore to attack in an easterly direction. General 

Von KLUGE regards the situation of the Third Panzer Army as very difficult. 

He therefore requests, in addition to the 72nd Infantry Division, the assign 

ment of another division to reinforce the Third Panzer Army. The situation 

at Rshew also continues to be critical. However, the Fuehrer refuses to withdraw
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the front in that sector again because of the losses in material which 

such action would involve. Moreover, the Fuehrer is of the opinion that 

the Russian power to attack in this sector will not last longer than 

another four to five days.

The Fuehrer is very angry over the fact that in the sector of Army 

Group North, against his express order, (referred to under 13 August), the 

12th Panzer Division was not left in the "bottleneck", but moved behind the 

Leningrad front. He gives the order to retransfer that division at once to 

the "bottleneck".

-19-

17 August 1942

Distribution of the Flying Formations of the Air Force Slong

the Eastern Front

Fourth
Air Force: 13 bomber 7 1/3 dive bomber

groups

Don
Air Force 2 « 
Headquarters:

Eastern
Air Force 11 n
Headquarters:

First 
Air Force 1/3 «

Second Northern 
Air Force 2 
Command:

groups
6 1/3 fighter 

groups
2 long-range fighter 
groups

5 1/3 B 1/3 close-support group 
1/3 tank destroyer group

tt 1 1/3 aerial torpedo 
groups
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Total: 28 1/3 bomber groups, 11 1/3 dive bomber groups, 15 2/3 fighter 

groups, 2 long-range fighter groups, 1/3 close-support group, 

1/3 tank destroyer group, 1 1/3 aerial torpedo groups, each 

group comprising an average of 20 planes ready to take off, 

totaling 59 1/3 groups, comprising about 1,18? planes.

18 August 1942 

Situation Report:

In the sector of Army Group A, the western group of the First Panzer 

Army has reached the mountain ridge, the eastern group has made little 

progress against stiffening enemy resistance.

In the sector of Army Group B, the Fourth Panzer Arsay launched the 

attack toward the north yesterday. Only remnants of the enemy forces are 

left in the large Don loop north of Kalatsch. The Sixth Army suffered only 

light casualties in the fighting of the ^ast few days. The Fuehrer intends 

to establish a Rumanian army group composed of the Rumanian Third Arajy and 

an additional Rumanian arajy, and to employ that anay group under the 

nominal command of Marshal ANTONESCU at the Don and at the Volga. The 

proposed chief of staff of that anqy group is General HAUFFE, Chief of the 

German Military Mission in Rumania. Discussions with General HAUFFE are 

scheduled to take place at the Army High Command today.

In the sector of Army Group Center, Operation TOKBEpflND is bogged 

down. The enemy launched a counterattack against the eastern flank of
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the Hth Panzer Division which could be repelled. In the sectors of the 

Third Panzer Army and Ninth Army, the enemy has discontinued his offensive 

actions, perhaps owing to the extremely unfavorable weather prevailing in 

that area. The 14th Motorized Infantry Division sustained very heavy 

losses. The "Grossdeutschland" Motorized Division is being detrained at 

Jarzewo, 40 kilometers northeast of Smolensk.

On 1? August 1942, 299 railroad trains were unloaded along the 

Eastern Front. Among them were seventy-one troop trains. A new record 

has thus been established.

Approximately 3,260, Russian planes are based in the Caucasus area. 

Among them are 2,500 training planes, 500 combat planes, and 260 Anglo- 

American planes, 80 of the latter employed in the protection of Baku. 

An additional 1DO planes of foreign types, reportedly, are being assembled 

in the Tiflis area.

Furthermore the Air Force assumes that Anglo-American combat planes 

are distributed as follows: 350 in the Middle East, 1,000 in Egypt, and 

600 in India.

19 August 1942 

Situation Report:

In the sector of Army Group A, enemy resistance in front of the 

Seventeenth Army and the Rumanian Third Army has considerably stiffened. 

Furthermore, it appears doubtful whether XLIX Mountain Corps is strong
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enough to thrust forward as far as Suchum. In the sector of the eastern 

group of the First Panzer Army, III and XHII Panzer Corps are subjected 

to harrassing strafing attacks by the enemy air forces*

In the sector of Array Group B, the Fourth Panzer Army will resume the 

attack tomorrow if the needed fuel supplies arrive in time. The Sixth 

Army, the regrouping of which is not yet completed, will resume the offen 

sive operations the day after tomorrow. Sixth Army was able to enlarge 

the bridgehead established on the eastern bank of the Don northwest of 

Stalingrad.

In the sector of Army Group Center, the situation of the Third Panzer 

Army and Ninth Army, according to a report by General V n KLUGE, is very 

critical, and the combat efficiency and the combat strengths of the units 

have greatly decreased. General Von KLUGS describes Operation WIBBELWIND 

as unpromising because adequate forces are not available to him, and because 

the moving up of reinforcements has become impossible since the railroad 

will be engaged to its full capacity in the shipment of the "Grossdeutschland" 

Division and the ?2nd Infantry Division until the beginning of September. 

Yet, General MODEL, Co.iimander in Chief of Ninth Army, requests the assignment 

of two fresh divisions to bolster his front. The Fuehrer declares that, if 

he ;had forces available, those forces would have to be committed in Operation 

TOKBELWINDj The "Grossdeutschland" Division would belong there too. The 

Third Panzer Army and Ninth Army have to hold their fronts without further 

reinforcements. The Fuehrer gives the order to move up the 298th Infantry
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Division * to the sector of Army Group Center immediately after the 

shipment of the "Grossdeutschland" Division has been carried out.

West: This morning at 0600 hours, British troops landed at Dieppe* 
Yesterday's enemy air activity in no way indicated his intention to effect 

a landing. The landing took place along a 30 kilometers wide front. At 

Dieppe proper, British tanks have been put ashore, but the local heights 
are firmly in our hands. The "ADOIF HITIER" SS-Division and the IDth Panzer 

Division have been placed at the disposal of the commander of the local 

sector, General KUNTZEN, Commanding General of LXXXI Infantry Corps. The 

Fuehrer takes the transfer of the "Grossdeutschland" Division to the 

Western Front into consideration again. However, he drops that idea 

because OB West (Commander in Chief in the West) reports that there is 

reason to hope that the landed British forces will be disposed of by tonight.

20 August 1942 

Situation Report:

In the course of yesterday's landing operation at Dieppe, which was 
completely smashed before the day had ended by the available German forces, 
unaided by the two aotorized units which had been placed at the disposal of 
the local sector commander, the RAF committed 800 fighters and 100 bombers, 
while the German Air Force employed 610 fighters and 50 bombers. One hundred 
and twelve British planes were shot down, the German losses in planes amount 
to thirty-five. Twenty-five British radio messages in clear were intercepted 
in the course of the landing operation. The British operations order, com-

* See under 16 August 1942,
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prising 121 pages, fell into German hands when a Canadian brigade staff 
was captured.

The Fuehrer comments on the operation as follows: On the occasion of 
their recent discussions in Moscow, STALLS obviously brought particularly 
strong pressure to bear on CHURCHILL with regard to the immediate establish 
ment of a "Second Front » For that reason, CHURCHILL, upon his return to 
England, ordered the execution of this very inadequately prepared operation. 
The objective of the British forces, apparently, was the capture of Dieppe 
in order to advance, either in a northern direction toward the rear of the 
German Channel fortifications or in a south-western direction toward Le 
Havre. The Fuehrer orders the Wehrmacht High Command (OKW) to compile a 
comprehensive report on Dieppe in which the contrast between the British 
plans and the actual outcome of the operation is to be clearly shown. The 
report was published in the press on 29 August 1942*

21 August 1942 

Situation Report:

The operations of Army Group A in the Caucasus are considerably ham 
pered by heavy rain and snowfalls. The Fuehrer is angry because of the 
slow progress made in the crossing of the Caucasus and refers to the im 
portance of a rigid concentration of the forces, with special reference to 
rr.TY Mountain Corps. In order to clarify the situation at YT.TY Mountain 
Corps, Captain Von HARBQU, of the Operations Division (Army) of the Armed
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Forces Operations Staff, is dispatched to that corps on a special mission 

by order of General JODL. The northern section of the railroad line 

Astrachan-Machatsch Kala was completed on 7 August. This was ascertained 

by air reconnaissance, and the report of 13 August, which seems to contradict 

this report, is probably based on reconnaissance carried out prior to 7 

August. Railroad ferries are operating at the four major rivers which must 

be crossed between Astrachan and Machatsch Kala. The Fuehrer approves 

Army Group's plan to commit two motorized divisions in an attack on 

Astrachan. In the course of the advance toward Astrachan, the town of 

Elista was occupied on 12 August 1942.

In the sector of Army Group B, the Fourth Panzer Army resumed the attack 

yesterday. From the Don front, considerable enemy activity is reported.

In the sector of Army Group Center, the impression prevails that the 

enemy forces opposite the Second and Third Panzer Armies are being reinforced. 

The forces committed in Operation KCRBEIMIND still have not been able to 

gain freedom of action. The attack is greatly hampered by the swampy and 

woody terrain. The German striking power has considerably decreased, and 

the tank units sustained heavy losses. General Von KLUGE reported yesterday 

that the attack no longer appears promising unless the attack forces are 

reinforced by two additional divisions. However, the Fuehrer insists on 

the continuation of the operation and requests General Von KLUGE to appear 

at his headquarters tomorrow for a discussion of measures to be taken. At 

Rshew, the enemy was able to achieve another deep penetration in the sector 

of the 256th Infantry Division. The Rshew airdrome was lost.



MS # C-065a -26-

In the sector of Army Group North, a major enemy attack against the 

Wolchow front is expected. There is heavy railroad traffic on the Russian 

side. General Von KUECHLER, Commander in Chief of Army Group North, is 

scheduled to report to the Fuehrer on the planned execution of Operation 

NORDLICHT, i.e. an attack on Leningrad, on 23 August. The task of directing 
this operation has been assigned to General Von MANSTEIN, Commander in 

Chief of the Eleventh Army. Von MANSTEIN has been ordered to appear at 

HITLER'S headquarters on 24 August for a briefing on his task.

22 August 1942 

Situation Report:

At the western wing of Anny Group A* the German forces seem to have 

lost the necessary contact with each other. To correct the situation, the 

125th Infantry Division will be committed at the sector boundary between 

the Rumanian Third Army, which took Kurtschenskaja in the Kuban depression, 

18 kilometers southeast of Temrjuk, on 21 August, and the Seventeenth Army, 

which, advancing from Krasnodar, took Krymskaja on 20 August. In the 

wooded mountains of the Caucasus, to the southeast, the 97th Infantry 

Division and one other division will be concentrated on the two roads 

leading to Tuapse. Time and again, the Fuehrer emphasizes the importance 

of our reaching the coast as speedily as possible so that the supplying 

of the forces can be carried out via the Black Sea at once. A mountaineer 
detail of the 1st Mountain Division hoisted the German War Flag on the 
5,633 meters high Elbrus Mountain yesterday.
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In the sector of Army Group B, the eastern wing of the Fourth Panzer 

Army was able to make some progress and will now turn to the west. The 

Fuehrer fears that the enemy might launch an attack against the eastern 

flank of the Fourth Panzer Army from the direction of Astrachan. He 

therefore wants the 16th Motorized Infantry Division to be committed in 

that area, i.e. around Elista and to the north of that town. General 

HAIDER would prefer to leave that division in the south with the eastern 

group of the First Panzer Army for the time being, but he failed to persuade 

the Fuehrer to change his mind. Despite very strong enemy resistance, the 

Sixth Army was able to gain two bridgeheads on the eastern bank of the 

Don at Peskowatka and Wertjatscbij * It resumed the attack this morning 

in order to take possession of the land bridge between the Don and the Volga, 

north of the railroad line Kalatsch-Stalingrad, and to capture Stalingrad 

from the northwest. The enemy applies strong pressure in the Don loop 

northwest of Sitotinskaja, which he is still holding. For that reason, the 

bulk of the 22nd Panzer Division remains there, although its Grenadier 

Brigade has been moved into the area behind the Italian Eighth Army. 

However, the Fuehrer once more gives the order to employ the entire 22nd 

Panzer Division behind the front sector held by the Italians. As far as 

possible, German units are also to be used in the front sector held by 

the Hungarian Second Army.

Army Group Center: The enemy, obviously, attaches great importance to the 

German attack at Ssuchinitschi and moves up reinforcements constantly. This
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morning he launched a counterattack against the right flank of. the Second 

Panzer Army. The Third Panzer Army and Ninth Army sustained heavy losses 

during the recent fighting, and the latter lost 750 officers and 22,000 men. 

Unfortunately, the period during which these losses occurred is not specified 

in my notes. Presumably, they occurred after 30 July 1942. Army Group 

North: The enemy seems to have observed the strategic concentration of the 

Eleventh Arrny for Operation NORDLICHT, i.e. the attack on Leningrad. This 

is no surprise in view of the influx of the rural population into Leningrad 

which is still going on. This also explains perhaps the heavy railroad 

traffic on the Russian side. The Fuehrer wants the medium artillery in the 

"bottleneck" to be reinforced.

Today's discussion between the Fuehrer and General Von KLUGE had the 

following result:

Operation 'HEBELYilED will be discontinued becauasa decisive success 

can no longer be expected in view of the difficult terrain and the strength 

of the enemy forces. However, the continuation of the attack in this front 

sector is to be simulated in order to tie down the Russian forces and to 

prevent their employment in attacks against the other thinly manned front 

sectors. However, no reinforcements are assigned to the Second Panzer Army 

for this task. On the contrary, the 9th and llth panzer Divisions vd.ll be 

withdrawn and regrouped in the area north of Kirow in order to launch an 

attack together with the "Grossdeutschland" Division in a general south- 

southeasterly direction, and to attempt to accomplish on a smaller scale 

the original objective of Operation «<IRBEL,IIMD.



MS # C-065a

Distribution of the

-29-

Formations of the Air Force along

Fourth 
Air Force

the Eastern Front 

11 2/3 bomber 6 1/3 dive 6 1/3 fighter 2 long-range
groups bomber 

groups
groups fighter groups

Don
Air Force
Headquarters

Eastern 
Air Force 
Headquarters

1 « 

11 1/3 " 3 1/3 2/3 * " 1/3 close-support 
group

First - "
Air Force

Northern 2 "
Air Force
Command

_ n 1 n

1 » 23/3*1 1/3 aerial torpodo
groups

Total: 2? bomber groups, 10 2/3 dive bomber groups, H 1/3 fighter groups, 
2 long-range fighter groups, 1/3 close-support group, 1 1/3 aerial 

torpedo groups, each group comprising an average of 20 planes ready 
to take off, 

totaling 52 2/3 groups, comprising about 1,054 planes.

23 Agust 1942 

Situation Report:

In the sector of Army Group B, the Fourth Panzer Army has made little 
progress because of the lack of fuel and ammunition, iwhich can be brought 
up on the inadequate roads only slowly. The Fuehrer is worried about the

* This is probably a mistake made in writing my notes; compare the charts of 13 and 1? August.
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gap between the Fourth Panzer Army and the Sixth Army. However, there 

seems to be no reason for further apprehension in view of the successes 

achieved by the Sixth Army. This army crossed the Don at Peskowatka and 

Wertjatschij yesterday and is now driving toward the Volga due north of 

Stalingrad with XIV Panzer Corps, at the same time providing covering forces 

against the north.

In the sector of Army Group Center, the enemy has been attacking the 

eastern flank of the Second Panzer Army with strong forces, including a 

large number of tanks, on a 50 kilometers-wide front since yesterday morning. 

An extension of the attack front toward the north is expected. However, the 

decision to withdraw the 9th and llth Panzer Divisions (referred to under 

22 August 1942) vd.ll be carried out. Extremely heavy enemy attacks, launched 

by very strong forces, have again been directed against the weak front 

sector of the Ninth Army at Subzoff and Rshew since 22 August. The Subzoff 

bridgehead had to be evacuated and, at Rshew, the 14th Motorized Infantry 

Division had to be withdrawn behind the Volga. The Fuehrer also watches with 

anxiety the indications pointing to formation of an enea^y focal point opposite 

the thinly manned western front sector of the Ninth Army. The "Grossdeutschland" 

Division will be committed here if the situation becomes critical. Further 

more, the Fuehrer fears that, as a result of the continuous fierce defensive 

fighting in the sectors of Army Group Center and Aruiy Group North, the develop 

ment of winter positions to which he attaches particular importance is 

neglected.
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Today's discussion between the Fuehrer and General Von KUBCHLER had the 

following result:

14 September 1942 is tentatively set as the date for the launching of 

Operation NORDLICHT. The,Air Force is to start its preparatory attacks on 

Leningrad as early as 4 or 6 September. However, Generaloberst JESCHONHEK, 

Chief of Air Force General Staff, who is present at the discussion, regards 

this as too early, because the air formations employed in such drawnout 

preparatory missions would lack the necessary striking power at the time 

of the launching of the attack. Finally, 10 or 11 September was agreed 

upon as the date for the start of the air attacks. The air formations 

employed in the operation will be placed under the command of Generaloberst 

Freiherr Von RICHTHOFEN.

General Von KUECHLER wants to launch the attack from the southwestern 

front in a northeasterly direction toward the Newa, then to cross the Newa 

and to join forces with the Finns, while at the same time encircling Lenin 

grad tightly, and to take possession of the city only thereafter. General 

HALDER disagrees, he considers it imperative to capture Leningrad in the 

first phase of the attack. However, he fails to gain the Fuehrer's support. 

The artillery available for the operation comprises 200 batteries with 800 

guns. The bulk of it will be employed along the main attack front and a 

strong artillery group in the "bottleneck" to ward off enemy attacks which 

are expected to be launched against the "bottleneck" from the east. The 

task of warding of those attacks is assigned to General LINDEMAKN, Commander 

in Chief of the Eighteenth Army.
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Twenty-two rifle divisions, eighteen rifle brigades, one cavalry 

division, and seven tank brigades were newly committed by the enemy during 
the period from 1-22 August 1942.

24 August

Situation Report:

In the Sector of Army Group A, the Seventeenth Army made some local 

progress in the advance on Novorossisk. Otherwise the situation in the 

Caucasus is unchanged.

In the sector of Army Group B, a difference of opinion exists between 

Army Group Headquarters and the Fourth Panzer Army concerning the manner 

in which the attack should be carried on. After having defeated the oppos 

ing enemy forces during the preceding days, the army wants to mop up the 

terrain ahead of its front first. However, Army Group insists upon the 

immediate continuation of the attack in a northern direction. This order 

will be carried out tomorrow. In the sector of the Sixth Army, XIV Panaer 

Corps reached the Volga north of Stalingrad yesterday and took Bynok, the 

northernmost suburb of Stalingrad.

In the sector of Army Group Center, the Second Panzer Army, Third Panzer 

Army, and Ninth Army again had to ward off very heavy enemy attacks yesterday. 
The Fuehrer comments on the situation as follows: "The severity of the 

Russian attacks and the limited possibilities to ward them off any longer 
are reminiscent of the past winter. As then, so it is now the duty of every
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man of Array Group to hold out at his post wherever he is stationed. The 

Fuehrer rejects any withdrawal for operational reasons and declares that 

every thought of evasion has to be eradicated from the minds of the troops." 

Referring to the report received from General MODEL, according to which the 

assigned replacements are inadequate, the Fuehrer points to the fact that the 

training period of Russian replacements is even shorter than that of German 

replacements. Eight weeks of training, the Fuehrer goes on to state, must 

be sufficient for a soldier to accomplish a purely defensive task. The 

enemy is attacking also at the western front sector of the Ninth Army at 

Bjeloj. The elements of the "Grossdeutschland" Division which have arrived 

in the meantime are released for employment as reserves in this front 

sector.

General Von MANSTEIN, Commander in Chief of the Eleventh Army, who 

is present at HITLER'S headquarters, receives the following instruction 

for the execution of Operation NORDLICHT:

The Fuehrer explains first that Operation NORDLICHT is to serve ex 

clusively the purpose of freeing the Baltic Sea and to occupy the Karelian 

Isthmus. The operation constitutes an independent task which must not be 

connected with the defensive fighting in the "bottleneck." Genera}. Von 

MANSTSIN is given only genera}, information on Army Group North's plan of 

attack; otherwise, he is given full freedom of action. The following 

mission has been assigned: Phase 1: Encirclement of Leningrad and establish 

ment of contact with the Finns, phase 2: Occupation of Leningrad and razing
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the city to the ground. Through the assignment of artillery, the Finns 

are to be enabled to take demonstrative action. Details will be discussed 

with General IISiriPJCHS, Finnish Chief of Staff tomorrow; General HEIMIICK3 

arrived at Headquarters of OKH today. The Fuehrer points to the fact that 

the working class of Leningrad is undoubtedly organized in a military manner 

and vdll rush to the trenches the moment the battle begins. The Air Force 

is instructed to bring up the ammunition for the artillery and the bomber 

formations until 10 September, so that the three-day Air Force preparation 

can start on 11 September. General Von LANSTEIN is of the opinion that 

the possibilities for an effective employment of the artillery are less 

favorable than they were at Sevastopol. Furthermore, he regards the in 

fantry forces available for the continuation of the attack on the Karelian 

Isthmus as rather weak. The infantry win be reinforced by transfers from 

other sectors of the front in the course of the attack.

25 August 1942 

Situation Report:

The situation is generally unchanged. The plan to withdraw the 9th and 

llth Panzer Division from the Ssuchinitachi sector has not been abandoned. 

However, the question as to whether these divisions will be committed north 

of Kirow remains undecided for the moment. In accordance with the request 

of Army Group Center the "Grossdeutschland" Division will now be committed 

in a counterthrust at Ssytschewka, in the eastern front sector of the Ninth 

Army, but the strength of Division must not be expended in defensive action. 

Thus, yesterday's plan tc commit this division in the western front, sector
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of the Ninth Army is superseded by today's decision.

Following the discussion of the situation, Qeneralleutnant WAGNER, 

Chief of Army Supply am Administration, reports on the supply situation 

at the Eastern Front. He has to be told by the Fuehrer that the lack of 

fuel prohibits the bringing up of the supplies for Army Group A and Army 

Group B on heavy motor trucks from the railroad terminal stations which are 

located far back in the rear area, and that, instead, the undamaged or re 

stored sections of the railroad lines must be utilized and a motor truck 

shuttle service organized between these points.

At today's discussion with General HEINRICHS, Finnish Chief of Staff, 

the following has been agreed upon: The Finnish forces employed at the 

Karelian Isthmus will simulate an attack by heavy artillery fire and pursue 

the retiring enemy. General HEINRICHS expressed his desire that, following 

the capture of Leningrad, Army Group North establish contact with the 

Finnish Forces employed at the Swir and that the Finnish forces advancing 

toward the Human Railroad, upon reaching their objective, be reinforced 

by German units to enable them to hold the position.

26 August 1942 

Situation Report:

In the sector of Army Group A, the situation is unchanged. The Fuehrer 

gives an order prohibiting an advance into the High Caucasus and directs 

the forces to block, only the two highways leading from Algir and Ordshoni- 

kidse to Kutais and Tiflis, especially since the roads will be blocked by
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snow as early as the middle of September. XXXX Panzer Corps will launch

a thrust toward Grossnji, primarily to take possession of the railroads there,

In the sector of Arjjy Group B, the enemy is putting up stubborn re 

sistance by launching strong counterattacks. Since the Fourth Panzer Army 

fails to make progress in its present grouping, it will regroup its forces 

by shifting IV Infantry Corps to its right wing and the tank units to the 

left wing, and launch an attack with the tank forces in a northeasterly 

direction on 28 August 1942. In the sector of the Sixth Army, the 71st 

Infantry Division crossed the Don at Kalatsch on 24 August 1942, and is 

swiftly advancing along the Karpowka valley toward the southern section of 

Stalingrad. At the right * wing of the Italian Eighth Army, the enemy 

achieved a deep penetration. BTII Infantry Corps, employed at the Sixth 

Army's left wing, extended its front sector to the left in order to relieve 

the Italians of some of the pressure. Again, the Fuehrer demands urgently 

the immediate shifting of the entire 22nd Panzer Division into the area 

behind the front sector held by the Italians.

Very calmly, tut with deep indignation, the Fuehrer receives the 

report of the Chief of Army General Staff to the effect that, in the sector 

of Army Group Center, the Second Panzer Army had withdrawn its front line 

at Ssuchinitschi on its own initiative. The enemy has thus been relieved 

of pressure at this point, but no German forces have been freed by this 

action.

In the sector of Army Group North, signs are increasing that a Russian

* Eastern
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attack on the "bottleneck" is imminent. The Fuehrer wants SS-Totenkopf * 

Division to be transferred to the west as soon as possible, and to be re 

placed by of four newly activated jaeger battalions assigned to the 

Eighteenth Array *%• The next four jaeger battalions, the activation of 

which will be completed toward the end of August, will be employed in the 

communications zone to combat partisans.

2? August 1942 

Situation Report:

In the sector of Army Group A, sufficient fuel has been procured for 

XXXX Panzer Corps to enable it to launch a thrust toward Grossnji on 

28 August and to continue the advance toward Machatsch Kala on or after 

3 September 1942.

In the sector of Army Group B, the situation at Stalingrad has de 

veloped favorably. However, a shortage of fuel exists. The Fourth Panzer 

Army will attempt to establish contact with the Sixth Army by launching a 

thrust in a northern direction, and will penetrate toward the northeast into 

the cordon of forts only if the crossing of the river course between Iwanowka 

and Karpowka is possible. The blocking position of the Sixth Army between 

the Volga and the Don will be advanced in a northeasterly direction. The 

Fuehrer regards the sector held by the Italian Eighth Army as the critical 

point of the front. The Italians will now be reinforced by the transfer

* Death's Head
## Referred to under 12 August 1942.
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of two German divisions. It is intended to shift the 298th * and 294th 

Infantry Divisions by air and Italian motor trucks to the sector of the 

Italian Eighth Army. Furthermore, the moving up of the Italian Alpine 

Corps, which is on its way to the front, will be accelerated.

In the sector of Army Group North, the enemy attack against the 

"bottleneck," vihich had been expected for some time, was launched this 

morning. The Reichsmarschall, who, together with the Chief of Air Force 

General Staff, is present at the discussion, suggests to the Fuehrer the 

transfer of bomber and fighter formations from the Eastern Air Force Head 

quarters to the First Air Force, and his suggestion is approved. The first 

four Tiger tanks, vMch are arriving in the sector of Army Group North today, 

will be committed in the "bottleneck" to ward off the Russian attack there. 

The next six Tigers, which will be shipped from the ZI to the Eastern Front 

during the next few days, shall also be employed in the "bottleneck." 

Furthermore, the 12th Panzer Division, iwhich, despite repeated Fuehrer orders, 

is still behind the Leningrad front, will be transferred into the "bottleneck" 

at once.

During a discussion of the food situation which followed the situation 

report, the Reichsmarschall demands that the elements of the Wehrmacht 

which are stationed in the occupied territories should obtain their entire 

subsistence from those territories.

* Referred to under 16 August 1942.
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28 August 1942 

Situation Report:

The Reichsmarschall reports to the Fuehrer that General Freiherr Von 

RICHTHOFM, Commander in Chief of VIII Air Force Corps of the Air Force, 

personally reconnointered the situation in the Stalingrad area and held 

discussions with the commander in chief of the Fourth Panzer Army and the 

Sixth Array. He ascertained that there were definitely no strong enemy 

forces employed in that area. During reconnaissance flights carried out 

in a northern direction, it had been difficult for the Air Force to dis 

cover any enemy forces in that coverless terrain. General Von RICHTHOFEN, 

the Reichsmarschall goes on to report, is under the impression that a unified 

command is lacking. After a discussion with General HAID3R, the Fuehrer 

gives the order to set up an operations staff of Army Group B in an advance 

position and to move up infantry replacements to the Sixth Army by air. 

The chief of Army General Staff reports that two Russian divisions have 

been transferred from Woronesh to Stalingrad and six tank brigades to 

Ssuchinitschi. He suggests that one division be withdrawn from the Woronesh 

bridgehead because it appears unlikely that an attack will be launched there 

in the near future. The Fuehrer ggrees.

In the sector of Army Group Center, a Russian order has been captured 

stating that Moscow is the objective of the German attack at Ssuchinitschi, 

and that the Germans must be driven back into their jump-off positions. 

In the sector of the Ninth Army, it has been ascertained that the Russian
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forces which are now attacking at Subzoff have been transferred from the 

area north of Rshew, and it is concluded that the enemy no longer has any 

forces available in the depth of the area at this front sector. Headquarters 

of Army Group Center suggested that the commitment of the "Grossdeutschland" 

Division in an attack against the Russian bridgehead at Rshew be authorized, 

because that bridgehead position constitutes a threat for the railroad line 

leading from Rshew to 7»rjasma. The Fuehrer rejects this suggestion since 

this division will be committed only in extremely critical situations as 

an entire unit, and then be placed back at the Supreme Command's disposal 

as soon as possible.

In the evening, Army Group North reports that the enemy has penetrated 

into the "bottleneck" and that the situation there is critical. The Fuehrer 

therefore gives the order to shift the j}rd Mountain Division, which is being 

shipped by water from Norway to Finland, to Reval and to move the division 

up to the sector of the Eighteenth Army. Two bomber groups, one dive bomber 

group, and one fighter group have been transferred from Eastern Air Force 

Headquarters to the.First Air Force.

29 August 1942 

Situation Report:

The Fuehrer expresses anger over the standstill in the operations in 

the sector of Army Group A, for which he holds Army Group's command respon 

sible. He gives the order to move up the 3rd Rumanian Mountain Division, 

which is still in the Crimea, to the sector of Rumanian Third Army by land
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rather than via the Strait of Kertsch.

In the sector of Army Group B, the three motorized units of the Fourth 

Panzer Army launched their attack this morning following a regrouping at 

Arjy's left wing, and report good progress.

In the sector of Army Group North, the 170th Infantry Division, rrtiich 

belongs to the Eleventh Army and is assembled for Operation NOKDLICHT, will 

be committed in the "bottleneck" in a counterattack to be launched against 

the Russian penetration area from the north and south. The Division will 

be supported by the three Tiger tanks vshich are available at present, as 

one of the four Tigers is already out of action. In order to accelerate 

the shipment of the 3rd L'ountain Division to Reval by v/ater, additional 

shipping space is made available. At the Y/olchow front too, a Russian 

attack seems to be imminent. Therefore, one tank group shall be assembled 

at the V/olchow, north of Lake Ilraen, and another one at Tschudowo.

In view of the air attacks which were carried out on Nuremberg and Llunich 

last night, a strengthening of the antiaircraft defense is discussed. The 

Fuehrer wants the emplQyment of the 88 mm antiaircraft gun as the principal 

weapon. He anticipates air attacks on iinz and Vienna too and states that 

no effective defense vreapon exists against high-flying aircraft.

30 August 1942 

Situation Report:

Contrary to the order which he gave yesterday, the Fuehrer urgently 

demands today that the Rumanian 3rd Mountain Division iiamediately starts
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the crossing of the Kertsch Strait, for which preparations had been made 

since 10 August. Thus far, the crossing could not be carried out because 

of high seas and the lack of support by the Air Force. Oberst Freiherr 

TREUSCH Von BUTTLAR-BRAKDENFELS, First General Staff Officer (Army) in 

the Armed Forces Operations Staff, and Kapitaen JUWGE, Wavy Staff Officer 

in the Armed Forces Operations Staff, are dispatched to the Commander in 

Chief of the Crimean Area and to the naval operations staff stationed there 

to insure that the Rumanian 3rd Mountain Division effects the crossing now, 

regardless of the weather and, if necessary, without support by the Air 

Force, If the crossing in daytime should appear too difficult, it will 

be made at night. If high seas should render the crossing of the Kertsch 

Strait impossible, the shipment of the division to Jeisk via the Sea of 

Azov will be taken into consideration. The two officers of the Armed 

Forces Operations Staff also are to ascertain the exact number of suitable 

vessels which are available for the crossing at Kertsch.

The Fuehrer is highly dissatisfied with the development of the situa 

tion in the sector of Army Group A and wants to see General LIST at head 

quarters tomorrow. The Fuehrer blames Army Group A,, not for the manner 

in which the forces were originally committed, but for its failure to re 

group the forces in time after it became evident that no progress could be 

made with the forces in their original grouping. The Fuehrer regards the 

situation at the road to Tuapse as particularly unpromising. He rejects 

the idea of withdrawing XLIX Mountain Corps from its sector at the Suchum.
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road in order to commit it, too, in the attack on Tuapse. The First 

Panzer Army will force a crossing of the Terek at the Terek bend at Proklad- 
nenski with the arriving infantry divisions and cross the Terek with the 

tank units in order to envelop the enemy forces employed there. The 

Fuehrer designates Machatsch Kala and Astrachan as the objectives of the 

operations to be carried out by the Fir st Panzer Army before the end of the 

current year. The capture of Baku will be postponed until next year if 

such postponement becomes necessary.

In the sector of Army Group B, the Fourth panzer Army has made further 

progress south of Stalingrad. The 298th Infantry Division will be committed 

with XVII Infantry Corps. The 22nd panzer Division, which is still tied 

down at Serafimowitsch for the time being, will be committed in a counter 

attack in the sector of the Italian Eighth Army later on.

In the sector of Army Group Center, the situation at Subzoff and Rshew, 

where the enemy has renewed his fierce attacks, has become very critical 

again. The Fuehrer therefore approves the moving up of the "Grossdeutschland" 

Division to the Rshew area; but he still does not authorize the commitment 

of this division.

In the area of Army Group North, the situation in the eastern sector 

of the "bottleneck" has developed unfavorably. The enemy penetrated the 

front through a gap in the lines of the 22?th Infantry .Division which is 

employed there and gained ground toward the north. Here, the 5th Mountain 

Division will be committed in a counterattack. The two Tiger tanks still
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available for action are unable to advance on the corduroy roads otving to 

their enormous weight and are left behind at bridges of which the load 

capacity is too low. Thus far, one bomber wing and one fighter group 

have been transferred from the Eastern Air Force Headquarters to the First 

Air Force.

In the afternoon, Army Group Center reports that sixty enemy tanks 

achieved a deep penetration at Subzoff. How, the Fuehrer authorizes the 

commitment of the "Grossdeutschland" Division.

31 August 1942 

Situation Report:

In the sector of Army Group A, Armeegruppe Ruoff has made good progress 

at Anapa and Noworossisk. The Fuehrer wants the two German divisions 

employed in the Crimea to be withdrawn as soon as the situation along the 

coast of the Black Sea is cleared up. These divisions will be replaced by 

replacement training divisions tihich are to be reorganized into fortress 

divisions. The First Panzer Army is engaged in fierce fighting at the Terek.

In the sector of Army Group B, the Fourth Panzer Army has penetrated 

the inner cordon of forts south of Stalingrad; the distance from the point 

of penetration to the edge of the town is 25 kilometers. The Fuehrer re 

quests the transfer of one motorized unit from the divisions committed at 

Stalingrad as soon as the situation permits. That unit is to be employed 

as flank protection in the Don loop northwest of Sirotinskaja.
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At noon, General LEST, Commander in Chief of Army Group A, reports 

to the Fuehrer on his operational plans. His plans are generally approved. 

They provide for a continuation of the offensive in the western Caucasus 

at three points, namely:

1. At Anapa and Novorossisk; following the capture of these localities, 

the advance is to be continued along the coastal road. Here the Rumanian 

3rd Mountain Division will be employed, and must effect the crossing of 

the Kertsch Strait as soon as possible. #

2. On both sides of the road to Tuapse; sufficient forces have to be 

made available for this operation to make sure that the attack will not 

loss its momentum.

3. Along the Suchum road where the main forces of XLIX Mountain Corps 

are to be concentrated while the occupation of the remaining mountain 

passes farther to the east will be left to weaker covering parties.

The main task of the First Panzer Army is still the annihilation of 

enemy forces in the Terek bend and the thrust into the oil area.

1 September 1942 

Situation Report:

In the sector of Amy Group A, the right wing of Armeegruppe Ruoff *«  

took Anapa and Natuchajakaja, 18 kilometers east of Anapa, yesterday. Other 

wise, the situation is unchanged.

# Operation Bluecher II,
** A reinforced army with an army type headquarters,
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General Von KLUGS, Commander in Chief of Army Group Center, has 

informed us that he will report to the Fuehrer on his further plans 

today. During the discussion, which takes place at noon, the decision 

is made, in accordance with the Fuehrer's desire as repeatedly expressed 

by him during daily situation reports, to free the 9th and llth Panzer 

Division in the sector south of Ssuchinitschi and to transfer the 95th 

Infantry Division, at present employed northwest of Woronesh, to the 

Ninth Army. As far as the commitment of the "Grossdeutschland" Division 

is concerned, the directives issued on 28 and 30 August 1942 remain un 

changed. The Fuehrer rejects General Von KLUGE's suggestion to reorganize 

the Ninth Army's front slantwise, and instead gives the order to accelerate 

the development of rearward positions in the sector of Array Group Center. 

In North Africa, the German-Italian Panzer Army, Co/umander in Chief 

Generalfeldmarschall ROML3SL, which has been facing the El Alamein position 

since 30 June 1942, has launched the attack on its southern wing yesterday.

2 September 1942 

Situation Report:

In the sector of Army Group A, Operation BLUECHER II, the crossing of 
the Kertsch Strait, was started last night. German and Rumanian troops 

gained a foothold on the Taman peninsula and took Tamanskaja. In the sector 
of the First panzer Army, the lllth and 370th Infantry Division launched 

the attack across the Terek. The Chief of Army General Staff reports that



MS # C-065a -47- 

Army Group does not expect to encounter strong enemy resistance once the 

Terek is crossed, until the edge of the mountains is reached* According 

to an order issued by the Fuehrer, the 16th Motorized Division is to base 

its further operations on Elista.

In the sector of Array Group B, the fighting for Stalingrad continues 

to develop favorably. There are no enemy forces left west of the city. 

The Fuehrer gives the order to remove * the entire male population upon 

entering the city because Stalingrad with its one million communist in 

habitants is a particularly dangerous place.

In the sector of Army Group Center, a strong enemy attack against the 

position of the Third Panzer Army was launched this morning. However, 

according to a report by the Chief of Army General Staff, Army Group does 

not regard the situation as serious. At Rshew, a detouring railroad line 

will be built.

According to an order by the Fuehrer, the method employed on 21 March 

1918 ## is to be employed again in the artillery preparation for Operation 

NORDLICHT. This method provides for the concentration of the strongest 

artillery forces in the smallest area, effective fire being restricted to 

a short period immediately preceding the attack.

In North Africa, lack of fuel forced the German-Italian panzer Army 

to discontinue its attack and to go over to the defense. The required fuel 

consumption units are available, but great difficulties are encountered in 

bringing up the fuel to the front line.

*The German terra "beseitigt" is used, which can also mean eliminate. (Transl.)
## The day of the launching of the great spring offensive in France,
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3 September 1942

During the situation report , the Chief of Army General Staff reports 

that the commander in chief of Army Group A, after a discussion of the 

matter with the commanding generals of Armeegruppe Ruoff, suggested the 

withdrawal of XUX Mountain Corps from the central part of the Caucasus 

for commitment at Tuapse. The Fuehrer rejects this suggestion and demands 

that the attacks in the direction of Tuapse as well as toward Suchum be 

continued.

Furthermore, the Fuehrer rejects a suggestion to issue Directive 

No. 47 for the carrying out of Operation NORDLICHT prior to General Von 

KANSTEIN's report on his plans; General Von MANSTEIN will report on 

5 September 1942.

In the evening the OB West reports by telephone that a British air 

borne division has been transferred from England proper to the Isle of Wight 

and that attempts to land on the Normandy peninsula are planned by the 

British. The Fuehrer therefore gives the order to shift the ?th Parachute 

Division, which is stationed in Normandy, farther to the north. Following 

a report of the Chief of OKff several days ago, the Fuehrer had given the 

order to transfer seven replacement training divisions from the ZI to the 

west.

4 September 1942 

Situation Report:

Sector of Army Group A* The Fuehrer renewed his instructions to the
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effect that the 1st Mountain Division is to leave only weak covering 

parties at the occupied mountain passes, while the bulk of the Division is 

to be committed in the area of the 4th Mountain Division in a drive toward 

Suchum. The assigned special mountain units, with the exception of the 

unit already committed in the area of XLIX Mountain Corps, are to be 

employed with XXXXIV Jaeger Corps at the road to Tuapse. The replacement 

training battalions Tsfriich originally were to be employed with the mountain 

corps will also be committed at the road to Tuapse.

The Comaiander in Chief of Army Group Center plans to commit the 9th 

and llth panzer Division, which are to be withdrawn from the area south 

of Ssuchinitschi, not, as was originally intended, in the area north of 

Kirow, but to transfer these divisions to the area of the Fourth Army be 

cause of better railroad and detraining facilities. The Fuehrer win meke 

his final decision later. In the area of Sytschewka, at the eastern front 

sector of the Ninth Army, the slackening of the enemy attacks made it 

possible to withdraw elements of the 1st and 5th Panzer Divisions from 

the front.

In the sector of Army Group North, the enemy has pierced the eastern 

front of the "bottleneck" in the area of XXVI Infantry Corps again and has 

covered half the distance to the Newa. According to a report by the Chief 

of Army General Staff, it had become necessary to commit the advance regi 

ment of the 24th Infantry Division in this area, in addition to the 170th 

Infantry Division, 5th Mountain Division, and 86th Jaeger Division. Angry
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over the enemy success and the useless commitment of no less than four 

divisions -which were assembled for Operation NORDLICHT in defensive action, 

the Fuehrer states that the measures taken in this connection demonstrate 

a complete lack of determined leadership and points out that, despite the 

commitment of these additional forces, the 224th Infantry Division con 

tinues to be in danger of being cut off and that, as a result of the 

drawing away of forces, the carrying out of Operation NORDLICHT would 

become impossible. The Fuehrer considers the commitment of battalions 

belonging to the group of General IffilNDL in the "bottleneck," but he 

abandons this idea after the Chief of Armed Forces Operations Staff pointed 

out the fact that the strength of the forces available in the "bottleneck" 

would be sufficient and that only a determined leadership would be needed. 

The Fuehrer makes the following decision: With the forces made available 

to him, which will include the GHQ reserves General Von MANSTEIN will 

immediately take over the northern sector of the Eighteenth Army, acting 

independently of Army Group North. Von MANSTEIN's report which was sche 

duled for tomorrow is therefore cancelled. The Fuehrer decides that Directive 

No. 47 (Operation NORDLICHT), which is to be issued at a later date, shall 

be phrased in such manner that it can be forwarded to Army Group North by 

the Army General Staff vdthout any additions.

The Shifting of the ?th Parachute Division toward the north, which the 

Fuehrer demanded yesterday, has been ordered by OB West in the meantime. 

Today the Fuehrer mentions that the "Reich" SS-Division should be shifted
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into the area thus far occupied by the 7th Parachute Division because no 

tanks are available as tactical reserves: "General Goering" Brigade and 

the 6th Panzer Division. In Normandy: The ?th parachute Division and the 

"Reich" SS-Division. Farther to the East: The "Adolf Hitler" SS-Division 

and the 10th Panzer Division.

The Fuehrer wants the German-Italian Panzer Army to be reinforced by 

making available to it up-to-date antiaircraft artillery for antitank de 

fense against the heaviest tanks and an unlimited supply of mines, and by 

the assignment of the 22nd Infantry (airborne) Division upon the completion 

of its reorganization.

5 September 1942 

Situation Report:

The Reichsmarschall, who is accompanied by General JESCHONNEK, Chief 

of the Air Force General Staff, and General Freiherr Von RICHTHOFEN, Com 

manding General of VIII Air Force Corps who is to report on the employment 

of the Air F.orce in Operation KORDLICHT, reports to the Fuehrer that the 

fighter group now stationed on the Kertsch peninsula, where it can be 

spared, will be transferred to the area of the First Panzer Army to 

strengthen the antiaircraft defense there. The Fuehrer requests the re- 

transfer of the 46th Infantry Division to the Crimea, where it is to be 

rehabilitated for assignment to another point of the Eastern Front.

Army Group B: Regarding the continuation of the Sixth Army's operations,
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the Fuehrer gives the following order: Advancing north of Stalingrad, 

the tank group (XIV Panzer Corps) will drive, if possible, as far as the 

old Russian defense line and then turn to the west in order to annihilate 

the battered enemy forces at the Don front. According to a report by the 

Chief of Anny General Staff, Army Group intends to withdraw the 100th 

Jaeger Division from, its sector in the great Don loop northwest of 

Sirotinskaja and to shift it to the attacking wing of the Sixth Army. 

The Fuehrer orders that Division is to be relieved by the 298th Infantry 

Division, which has arrived in the area behind the Army's left wing. The 

Reichsmarschall reports that the Air Force units employed in the Stalin 

grad area are still needed there for the present. The Fuehrer requests 

that forces which can be spared be transferred into the area of the First 

Panzer Army as soon as possible. Freiherr Von RICHTHOFEN suggests that 

the air forces employed in the area of Army Group B be replaced by Rumanian 

air forces as soon as the Rumanian Army Group headquarters is established #, 

if possible on 1 October 1942.

General Von MAHSTEIN, v/ho is directly responsible to the Army High 

Command, assumed command in the northern sector of the Eighteenth Army, 

which extends from the railroad atation of Halukssa up to the Gulf of 

Finland, on 4 September 1942. He suggests that our attacks on a local 

scale be carried out along the entire front of Army Group North in order 

to tie down enemy forces. In the area of his army (Eleventh Army), the 

following corps are committed: XXX Infantry Corps comprising the 223rd, 

l?0th, and 24th Infantry Divisions at the southern wing; XXVI Corps

* Referred to under 18 August 1942.
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comprising the 28th Jaeger Division, 5th Mountain Division, and 227th 

Infantry Division in the "bottleneck"; LEV Corps comprising SS-Police 

Division and the 121st Infantry Division at the southern sector of the 

Leningrad front; and L Corps comprising the 215th Infantry Division, 

58th Infantry Division, and 225th Infantry Division at the southwestern 

sector of the Leningrad front and in Ingerraanland. The 12th Panzer Division 

will be assigned to XXX Infantry Corps on 7 September, the Spanish 250th In 

fantry Division will take over the sector of the 121st Infantry Division on 

the same day. General Von MANSTEIN intends to commit the 170th Infantry 

Division, 24th Infantry Division, 28th Jaeger Division, and 132nd Infantry 

Division at the point of penetration northeast of Mga in a counterattack 

to be launched in a northeasterly direction.

The Chief of the Air Force General Staff reports that he intends to 

station replacement units of the Air Force, approximately ten thousand men, 

in the partisan-infested communication area of the Eastern Front. The 

Fuehrer agrees.

7 September 1942* 

Situation Report:

In the sector of Army Group A, forces of the right wing of Armeegruppe 

Ruoff took Novorossisk yesterday. Otherwise, the situation is unchanged.

The Chief of Army General Staff reports that Army Group Center intends

#6 September 1942: Ho notes available.
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to commit the new],/ assigned forces as well as units to be freed in 

Army Group's OTTO sector in an effort to restore the situation in the 

area of the Third panzer Army as well as south of Hshew. The Fuehrer 

approves the idea of restoring the situation in the area of the Third 

Panzer Army, but reserves to himself the decision on launching a counter 

attack in the Rshew area because further enemy attacks are to be expected 

in that area and because the "Grossdeutsehland" Division, the only reserve 

available to the Supreme Command, cannot be spared.

On orders of the Fuehrer, General JQDL_^ Chief of Armed Forces Operations 

Staff, visited the headquarters of Army Group A in Stalino to discuss the 

further operations in the Caucasus with General LIST.

8 September 1942

As a result of his discussion with the Commander in Chief of Army 

Group A yesterday, the Chief of Armed Forces Operations Staff agreed with 

General LIST'S opinion that XLIX Mountain Corps should be withdrawn in a 

northernly direction from its present dector, leaving blocking parties at 

the Caucasus mountain passes, and be used to reinforce units concentrated 

in the Maikop area for a thrust toward the coast by forces especially fit 

for mountain warfare.

The Fuehrer is very angry over General JODL's statement, which conflicts 

sharply with his own opinion. He demands to see all command data concerning 

the conduct of the operations of Army Group A since the crossing of the Don.
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The First Panzer Army has to drive toward Ordshonikidse in order to 

cover its flank for the further advance on Grosnij. Two additional 

motorized divisions vd.ll be assigned to the Army at a later time for 

the continuation of the operation toward Machatsch Kala.

The Fuehrer devotes himself to a careful study of the organizational 

measures aiming at the rehabilitation of the armies in the east during the 

approaching winter months. His basic directives provide for the following 

measures: (1) Assembly of eight motorized units in the west for commit 

ment in the Middle East in the spring of 1943. (2) Transfer of twelve 

well equipped divisions to the east and replenishment of the east divisions, 
to be transferred to the west in exchange, by men of age class 1924.

The Fuehrer instructs OB West to ascertain whether it is possible to 

nove the "Reich" SS-Division or at least a combat team of this division 

closer to the exposed coastal sector of Normandy after the ?th Parachute 

Division has been shifted to the north, since the latter has no tank forces 

at its disposal. In addition, the Fuehrer gives the order to evacuate the 

British nationals living on the British Channel Islands as speedily as 

possible.

Prompted by the new situation created by the discontinuance of the 

offensive of the German-Italian Panzer Army, the Fuehrer is studying the 

state of defense preparedness on the Isle of Crete. In view of the possibility 

of British attacks on the isle, he orders reinforcement of its garrison to 

reach the original strength of two fortress brigades. The possibility of 
carrying out this measure is being thoroughly investigated*
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9 September 1942 

Situation Report:

The Chief of Army General Staff reports that Army Group A intends to 

let the enemy attack the Terek bridgeheads first and then to launch the 

offensive. The Fuehrer regards this plan as absolutely wrong because its 

execution would seriously endanger the bridgeheads, particularly in view of the 

fact that the enemy is steadily bringing up reinforcements to the Terek sector.

In the sector of Army Group B, the Don front is to be developed to as 

great a strength as possible and to be thoroughly mined. In addition, reserves 

are to be moved up from the Stalingrad area into the sector behind the Don 

front and GHQ artillery ig to be employed there because the Fuehrer antici 

pates the launching of strong enemy attacks against the front sector of the 

Italian Eighth Army aiming at a break-through toward Rostov during the 

coming winter.

In the sector of Army Group Center, the enemy has renewed his attack 

west of Subzoff with strong forces this morning. The Fuehrer therefore 

authorizes the commitment of the "Grossdeutschland" Division in a counter- 

thrust .

In the sector of Army Group North, the shifting of enemy forces from 

the Wolchow front to the "bottleneck" has been observed. At Stalingrad, 

several divisions have been identified which were transferred to that area 

from the northern and central front sectors respectively. These transfers 

of forces lead the Chief of Army General Staff to the conclusion that, at 

the present moment, the enemy lacks operational reserves. General Von
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KANSTEIN intends to launch the counterattack against the penetration area 

northeast of Liga on 10 September. He plans to commit the 24th Infantry 

Division, 121st Infantry Division, and 12th Panzer Division, supported by 

the available Tiger tanks in a drive toward the northeast, while, at the 

same time, weaker forces are to attack from the north in a southeasterly 

direction.

OB West is against a shifting of the "Reich" SS-Division to the north. 

He is of the opinion that the Division 1 s present quartering area, northwest 

of Angers, is more favorably located in view of its mission as a support 

reserve for the submarine bases in Brittany and the areas of Brittany and 

Normandy, and in view of a possible commitment of the division in the 

Netherlands.

The Fuehrer regards the occupation of the coastal areas in southern 

France as inadequate, especially in view of the fact that it would not be 

possible, in case of an emergency, to shift the motorized units to that 

part of the coast swiftly enough. He, therefore, gives the order to 

activate five new divisions specially organized for coast defense in the 

area of OB West until 15 November 1942. Four-fifths of the cadre personnel 

for the new units, or 12,000 men, is to be furnished, by OB West and the 

Wehrmacht* District Coiumander in Norway, and one-fifth, or 3,000 men, by 

the Commander of the Replacement Training Army. Those divisions which, in 

the course of the exchange of west divisions against east division^ are to

# Norway was the first theater of war under Joint Armed Forces Command. 
(Translator).
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be shifted to the east first, are to be exempted from the transfer of 

personnel. The rest of the personnel needed for the five new divisions 

is to be procured from those persons subject to the draft who were deferred 

as indispensable to the armament industry, and vd.ll be made available now 

for service with the Armed Forces on 1 November. These replacements will 

be trained in the ZI theater of war for four weeks and then be assigned to 

OB West. For the time being, the new divisions will be equipped with the 

captured materiel available in the area of OB West. As an additional 

measure, the divisions employed in the west, whose designation numbers 

are above 700, will be reorganized as coast defense divisions.

With reference to the exchange of divisions between the east and the 

west during the coming winter, the Fuehrer gives the following order:

The divisions which will become available after the capture of Lenin 

grad and the Air Force ground units employed at the Eastern Front, which 

will be reorganized into brigades, will be utilized to free east divisions 

for the transfer to the west during the first phase of the exchange. As 

a rule, two east divisions will be transferred to the west for each west 

division ?Jhich is shifted to the east in the beginning. Later on, after 

the rehabilitation of the east divisions, one additional division will be 

released in the west for each division which will have arrived there from 

the east. Ten divisions are available in the west for transfer to the east. 

The exchange of divisions wil^. begin in early or mid-October, with two 

east divisions exchanged against one west division a month.

Furthermore, eight motorized divisions will be prepared in the area
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of OB West for commitment under tropical conditions and shifted to the 

east, beginning in January, to be employed in the Caucasus as the attack 

group for the thrust toward the Middle East. At present,six motorized 

divisions and the "Goering" Brigade are available in the area of OB West. 

This number will be augmented soon by the 26th Panzer Division, which is 

being newly activated, the SS-Totenkopf Division, which will be transferred 

from the east (Army Group North), and by the motorized "Grossdeutschland" 

Division. Eight of these ten divisions are to be transferred to the east 

and, in exchange, four motorized divisions will be transferred to the west 

from the Eastern Front, namely from Army Group Center and Army Group North 

respectively, so that six motorized divisions will be available in the west 

again. The motorized divisions to be transferred from the east to the west 

are to be replaced at the Eastern Front by motorized units of Army Group 

A and B.

The Armed Forces Operations Staff is to submit drafts of the necessary 

orders to the Fuehrer without delay.

Following yesterday's controversy with General JODLj. regarding the 

conduct of the operations of Army Group A , the Fuehrer has decided to re 

lieve General LIST of his command as Commander in Chief of Army Group A. 

The Fuehrer also considers replacing the chief of Army General Staff because 

of a growing conviction, particularly during the last weeks, that General 

HALDER is no Longer equal to the mental strain connected with his position.

In the afternoon, the Fuehrer therefore sends Generalfeldmarschall 

KEITEL, Chief of OKiiT, to General HALDER to instruct the latter to prevail
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upon General LIST to resign as Commander in Chief of Army Group A. General 

KEHTEL is to advise General HALDER, at the same time, that the Fuehrer is 

considering a change with respect to the Chief of Army General Staff. The 

Fuehrer contemplates the appointment of General ZEITZLER, at present Chief 

of Staff of OB West, to the position of Chief of Army General Staff.

In the evening, General LIST requests the Fuehrer to relieve him of 

his command. The Fuehrer grants the request. For the time being, he will 

personally direct the operations of Army Group A from his headquarters. 

General Von GREIFFENBSRG, Chief of Staff, remains with Army Group's head 

quarters staff at headquarters in Stalino as reporting and command channel 

ing center.

The controversy between the Fuehrer and General JOD£ has created a 

lack of confidence between the two which indicates that feo'th General 

JODL and General ,7ARLIMOWT might be relieved of their positions as Chief 

and Deputy Chief respectively of Armed Forces Operations Staff,

With the exception of the following notes on naval affairs, no notes 

on situation reports and discussions at HITLER'S headquarters are available 

for the period from 10 to 13 September 1942. This is probably due to the 

fact that HITLER did not make any important decisions during those days. 

The situation remained generally unchanged. In the sector of Army Group B, 

the right wing of the Fourth Panzer Army reached the Volga south of Stalin 

grad on 10 September. On 12 September elements of the ?lst Infantry Division*,

* Referred to under 26 August 1942.
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advancing from the west, penetrated into the southern section of Stalingrad. 

In the sector of Army Group Horth, General Von MANSTEIN's counterattack 

against the penetration area northeast of Mga, which was launched on 10 

September, encountered fierce enemy resistance and was brought to a stop. 

Generaloberst Freiherr Von dSICHS, Commander in Chief of Array Group B, and 

Generaloberst PAULUS, Commander in Chief of the Sixth Army, reported to the 

Fuehrer on 12 September, and General M)DSL, Commander in Chief of the Ninth 

Army, on 13 September, on the situation in their respective sectors. On 

the afternoon of 12 September, HITLER discussed with General von GREIFFENBSRG, 

Chief of Staff of Army Group A, how Army Group's functions should be carried 

on until a new commander in chief should be appointed.

11 September 1942

During the situation report, the Fuehrer discloses that as far as 

could be ascertained to date, only one aircraft carrier appeared to be 

among the escort vessels or the Archangel-bound British Convoy PQ 18. 

Thus, he points out, favorable conditions for the commitment of German 

surface forces might be created if, through the employment of submarines 

and air forces, we would succeed in damaging the carrier. However, the 

Fuehrer emphasizes once more that the commitment of the naval forces has 

to be approved by him first.

For the time being, the Navy Command, according to a report by Admiral 

KRANCKE, liaison officer of the Navy attached to HITIER's headquarters, is
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still skeptical of the claim that there is only one carrier among the 

escort vessels. Otherwise, however, it shares the Fuehrer's operational 

concept. It is aware of the absolute necessity of obtaining the Fuehrer's 

approval prior to the commitment of surface forces, and realizes, further 

more, that according to the Fuehrer1 s decision, the commitment of the sur 

face forces is justifiable only if it appears reasonably safe to assume that 

no major unit would be lost.

With regard to the stationing of naval forces in Norway during the 

winter 1942 - 43, the Fuehrer wants as many surface units as possible to 

be left there during the coming winter. The stationing of surface units 

in ports of the ZI for repairs and training will be restricted to an absolute 

minimum. The Commander in Chief of the Navy covered this subject also in 

his latest report to the Fuehrer on 25 August 1942. He shared the Fuehrer's 

point of view with respect to the stationing of surface units in Norway. 

At present, the Navy Command is studying the question of how the Fuehrer's 

request can be complied with by further shortening the duration of the stay 

of individual units in ports of the ZI. As soon as this study is completed, 

Admiral KRANCKE will report results to the Fuehrer.

14 September 1942 

Situation Report:

General of fountain Troops KDNRAD, Commanding General of XUX Mountain 

Corps, reports to the Fuehrer on the situation in the sector of his corps; 

no notes on his report and the Fuehrer's remarks are available.
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In the sector of Army Group A, the "YJlking" SS-Division will be 

shifted from the Seventeenth Army to the eastern wing of the First Panzer 

Army, and the 46th Infantry Division, in exchange, wiH be transferred to 

Armeegruppe Ruoff.

In the sector of Army Group B, according to a report by General 

Freiherr Von RICHTHOFEN, the enemy resistance at Stalingrad seems to be 

weakening. For this reason, and because of the lively enemy activity 

opposite the sector of the Italian Eighth Army and the left wing of the 

Sixth Army, the 100th Jaeger Division* and 22nd Panzer Division J<Hi- will 

not be shifted to the Stalingrad area, but will remain in their present 

areas, i.e. behind the sector of the Italian Eighth Army and in the Don 

loop, northwest of Sirotinskaja, respectively.

Sector of Army Group Center: The Fuehrer wants the attack planned by 

Army Group for the purpose of restoring the situation east of Wjasma to be 

carried out by the Third Panzer Army as soon as possible. According to the 

attack plan submitted by the Chief of Army General Staff, a strong northern 

group and a weaker southern group will be formed for carrying out the attack. 

In the sector of the Ninth, the "Grossdeutschland" Division will be withdrawn 

from the front, since the enemy attacks at Subzoff have abated. No decision 

has been announced, thus far, on Army Group's suggestion to launch an attack 

aiming at restoring the situation in the Rshew area. If the attack in this 

area is not carried out, the withdrawal of the 7 2nd Infantry Division and

*Referred to under 5 September 1942.
*# Referred to under 22 and 30 August 1942.
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14th Motorized Infantry Division from the salient west of Subzoff could 

be contemplated.

Sector of Army Group North: In the "bottleneck," the limited attack 

will be launched by the 170th Infantry Division tomorrow. The main attack 

will be carried out by the 170th Infantry Division, 24th Infantry Division 

and 5th Mountain Division on IS September 1942.

Area of OB i/est: On orders of the Fuehrer, the 7th Panzer Division 

will not be shifted farther to the south until an additional motorized 

division has arrived in the west. The evacuation of the British Channel 

Islands will begin on 16 September 1942.

Bomber formations of the 5th Air Force attacked the British Convoy PQ 18 

yesterday. Ko detailed reports on the result are available at this moment.

In Inybia, a British attempt to effect a landing at Tobruk was frustrated 

yesterday.

15 September 1942

The situation at the Eastern Front is generally unchanged. In the 

sector of Army Group North, the limited attack by the 170th Infantry Division, 

originally planned for today, has been postponed until tomorrow.

On orders of the Fuehrer, the shipping space available in the Mediter 

ranean Sea is to be allocated in the following order: First priority will 

be given to Crete-bound shipments, second priority to shipments destined for 

Africa, and third priority to shipments in the black Sea. Furthermore, the 
strength of the German forces in Italy will be reduced by two-thirds.



MS # C-Q65a -65- 

Finally, the Fuehrer decides that the Antiaircraft Training school will 

not be transferred to Palermo, as requested by the Air Force, but to 

Bordeaux,

16 September 1942 

Situation Report:

In the sector of Army Group A, headquarters of the Rumanian Third 

Array has been transferred to Rostow.

In the sector of Army Group B, the southern wing of the Sixth Army 

has made good progress in Stalingrad. On orders of the Fuehrer, the forces 

committed in the battle for Stalingrad will be placed under the unified 

command of the Sixth Army. In view of enemy attacks against the sector of 

the Italian Eighth Arjiy anticipated by the Fuehrer he orders the immediate 

transfer of the 22nd Panzer Division and 113th Infantry Division from the 

Sixth Army to the area behind the sector held by the Italians. The attack 

by the Hungarian Second Army on the Russian bridgehead at Dawjdowka, 60 

kilometers south of 1/oronesh, will be discontinued.

17 September 1942

The situation is generally unchanged. The limited attack launched by 

the l?0th Infantry Division in the "bottleneck" yesterday was successful. 

Discussion of the Chief and the Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces Operations 

Staff with Generaloberst LOSHR, Commander of the Southeast Military District,
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who had arrived at HITLER'S headquarters:

General LOEHR reports that the situation created by the uprisings 

in Croatia has become more serious, that the units of the Croatian army 

are increasingly- disintegrating, and that the Croatian military command 

displays a non-cooperative attitude towqrd German suggestions to take 

joint actions. General LOEHR suggests permeating the Croatian regiments 

with German officers and recommends leaving the second regiment of the 

Croatian division in Croatia rather than committing it at the Eastern 

Front. He describes the food situation in Croatia as bad. The Chief of 

the Armed Forces Operations Staff demands that at least the German troops 

stationed in Croatia receive their food supplies from that country's economy. 

In the course of his report to the Fuehrer, scheduled for today, General 

LOEHR will ask the Fuehrer for instruction as to what action should be taken 

in case of the collapse of the Croatian Government. This question was 

prompted by the fact that an order of the insurgents was intercepted by the 

German troops revealing that the guerilla bands are directed by a central 

agency of the Comintern.

The Commander of the Southeast Military District suggests providing the 

714th and ?l?th Infantry Division in Serbia at least partially with mountain 

equipment. In compliance with the suggestion made by General LOEHR, the 

question of an extension of the Bulgarian zone of occupation will not be 

discussed further because such extension would have an unfavorable effect 

on the feelings of the Serbian population which looks upon the Bulgars with
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contempt because of the latter's failure to participate in the war.

With regard to the situation in Serbia, General LOEHR reports that 

the Serbs regard Mihailovic as a national hero. The prevailing situation, 

he paints out, makes a unified leadership under the Commanding General and 

Military District Connander in Serbia imperative. Actually, however, such 

unified leadership is nonexistent, because, in addition to General BAAD3R, 

Consul-General UEUHAUsEH, Economic Commissioner, and President TURNER, 

Chief of Civil Administration, claim the right to leadership, and the 

Senior SS and Police Officer insists that military as well as civil admini 

stration is under his control. He has requested that the entire civil 

administration be placed under his control and is about to build up an 

administration of his own by establishing police districts. The groupwise 

employment of the "Prinz Eugen" SS-Division which had been deemed necessary 

by the military district commander in Serbia was rejected by the Senior S3 

and Police Officer.

With regard to the troop shipments to Crete, General LOEHR submits a 

transportation survey. The survey prepared by him concerning the intended 

distribution of forces on Crete will be discussed first with the commander 

on Crete. General LOEHR requests the assignment of motor trucks to the forces 

on Crete and the reinforcement of the Antiaircraft at Iraklion. As far as a 

British landing operation is concerned, he regards the southern coast at 

Timbakion as most endangered because the only through-road leads from that 

point to Iraklion and Chania.



MS // C-065a -68- 

18 September 1942 

Situation Report:

In the sector of Anqy Group A, the first phase of the Seventeenth 

Army's attack is to begin at the right wing vdth a thrust of the Rumanian 

3rd Mountain Division on 20 September. The '"liking" SS-Division is being 

shifted to the First Panzer Array which was successful in warding off enemy 

attacks at the Terek during the last days.

In the sector of Army Group Center, the planned attack by the Third 

panzer Array aimed at restoring the situation east of Wjasma, in which the 

9th Panzer Division and 95th Infantry Division will be employed, has been 

postponed on account of the prevailing bad weather.

In the sector of Army Group North, the counterattack in the "bottleneck" 

which was scheduled to be launched today has also been postponed on account 

of bad weather.

West; The Fuehrer orders that the "Goering" Brigade and other motorized 

units in the area of OB West are to be equipped with tanks.

The Fuehrer has appointed General of Infantry EEITZLER to succeed 

General RAIDER as Chief of Army General Staff. General 2EITZLER will be 

succeeded as Chief of Staff of OB t/est by General BLUMSNTRITT.

20 September 1942 * 

Situation Report:

Army Group A; The next attack i-save of the Seventeenth Army will jump off

19 September: Ho notes available.
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on 22 September. The Army requested the employment of stronger forces by 

the Air Force. The First Panzer Army receives the order to thrust forward 

farther to the south on the eastern bank of the Terek in order to block the 

exits of the Qrusinische and Ossetische Highways. A further advance of Army 

toward the east in the direction of Lachatsch Kala cannot be contemplated 

for the time being.

Army Group B; At Stalingrad, the 24th Panzer Division and 94th In 

fantry Division will be withdrawn from their present sectors and be committed 

for the cleaning out of the northern section of Stalingrad on 22 September. 

The Air Force preparation for this operation will begin on 21 September. 

At Woronesh, the 2?th Panzer Division will not be employed in house-to-house 

fighting.

On the request of the Chief of Array General Staff, the right sector 

boundary of Ar^jy Group Center will be moved farther to the South. On the 

basis of its estimate of the enemy situation, Army Group expects the enemy 

to continue his attacks on Rshew and to launch new attacks against the north 

western cornerstone of the Ninth Army in order to gain possession of the 

railroad line Kelidowo-Rshew. Army Group wants to shift the llth Panzer 

Division to the area behind the northwestern front sector of the Ninth Army 

to serve there as tactical reserve. In this connection, the Fuehrer renews 

the order to withdraw the "Grossdeutschland" Division and to shift the 95th 

Infantry Division from the area of the Third Panzer Army to the north. In 

case of a major enemy attack against the northeastern and northwestern front
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of the Ninth Army, the planned attack by the Third Panzer Army will be can 

celled if necessary to make it possible to free additional forces there for 

transfer to the north.

Denmark; On orders of the Fuehrer, the 416th Infantry Division will be 

prepared for commitment in offensive operations until 1 March 1943.

The Fuehrer, furthermore, orders shipment by air of the personnel 

destined for Crete to strengthen the defense of the isle, and the most 

urgently needed equipment ?dll also be shipped by air.

In the afternoon General FSIilT, commander of the special desert combat 

unit activated and trained in Greece, arrives at HITLER 1 s headquarters to 

discuss with the Chief of the Armed Forces Operations Staff questions con 

cerning the coffiudtment of his unit at the eastern wing of Army Group A. *

21 September 1942 

Situation Report:

Army Group A; *In the sector of the Seventeenth Army, the consecutive 

attacks of the 125th Infantry Division and the Rumanian 3rd Mountain Division 

have been delayed by one day and va.ll therefore start today and on 23 Septem 

ber respectively. The attack by Army's center on Tuapse is scheduled for 

2? September. The Fuehrer designates Ordshonikidse as the objective of the 

First Panzer Army's attack. In this operation, III Infantry Corps is to 

thrust forward toward the South on both sides of the Terek, III Infantry 

Corps will cover the eastern flank of the attack forces, and XXXX Panzer

The result of the discussion is referred to under 21 September 1942.
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Corps will take over the general covering against the east.

Following the report of the Chief of the Armed Forces Operations Staff, 

the Fuehrer decides that the FEEM" Special Combat Unit will be employed as a 

covering force at Army Group's eastern wing north of Grossnij. Only the 

employment of the unit as a whole is permitted, and due consideration is to 

be given to the fact that this unit vail have to accomplish its actual task 

after crossing the Caucasus and that, therefore, it must not be worn down 

in major combat. Changes in the commitment of the unit are subject to the 

OKtf's approval.

According to a report received from the Air Force, Operations Staff, 

the following air formations are committed in the task of supporting the 

Seventeenth Army and First Panzer Army in their operations: Three reconnais 

sance squadrons comprising 12 planes each, two long-range fighter squadrons 

comprising 20 planes, five fighter squadrons comprising 60 planes and one 

bomber group comprising 20 planes.

According to a report by Army Group B, the attack on the northern 

section of Stalingrad * cannot be carried out for the time being because of 

a considerable decrease in the strength of the infantry units. The Fuehrer, 

therefore, orders the moving up of the 100th Jaeger Division to Stalingrad *-*. 

He issues the following directive concerning the continuation of the attack 

on Stalingrad: First phase   cleaning out of the northern section of Stalin 

grad, second phase   mopping up of the western bank of the Volga south of

*- See under 20 September.
** See under 14 September,
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Stalingrad, third phase   launching of an attack toward the north for the 

purpose of establishing a firmer hold on the Volga. The Fuehrer finally 

orders a study of the question of whether the Hth Panzer Division can be 

returned to Arxny Group B after the enemy attacks southeast of Ssuchinitschi 

have abated.

In the sector of Array Group North, the Eleventh Army launched the attack 

aiming at the elimination of the enemy penetration northeast of Uga early this 

morning. General Von LIANSTEIH reported that Operation NORDLICHT cannot be 

carried out until 15 October, that he needs an additional division for the 

operation, and that he intends therefore, if necessary, to withdraw 58th In 

fantry Division from the Oranienbaumer front sector *.

The Fuehrer approves the suggestion made by the Chief of Army General 

Staff to start the ordered exchange of divisions between the east and the 

west ** by transferring two east divisions, namely the 161st Infantry Division 

and 328th Infantry Division, in exchange for one west division i/dth a unit 

designation number above 300. OB ,,Test is to report which division can be 

transferred and at what time its shipment can begin. Thereupon, the exchange 

of the division will begin in the west.

With the exception of the following  * »# brief note of 2 October, no 

notes are available for the period from 22 September to 4 October. This is

# See under 5 September.
## See under 9 September.
#*# See p. 39.
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partly due to the fact that HITLER was in Berlin from 27 September to

4 October, and during that period there were no situation reports and dis 

cussions at his headquarters. On 24 September, HITLER released General 

HALDER, and General ZEITZLEH, the new Chief of Army General Staff, reported 

for duty on the same day.

No major changes in the situation at the Eastern Front occurred during 

the aforementioned period. In the sector of Army Group A, the attack waves 

of the Seventeenth Army, which jumped off on 31 and 23 September respectively * 

achieved only local adjustments of the front line. On 21 September, a Russian 

attempt to effect a landing between Anapa and Novorossisk was frustrated. The 

First Panzer Army took Prischipskaja, located at the Terek bend and at the 

railroad line to Ordshonikidse, on 23 September and captured Elchotowo and 

Werchnij Kurp south of the Terek on 3 October. In the sector of Army Group 

B, strong Russian relief attacks against the Sixth Army's blocking position 

between the Volga and the Don were repelled on 24 and 25 September. In the 

"battle for Stalingrad, large Party buildings in the proximity of the bank of 

the Volga were captured on 25 September and the northwestern suburb of 

Orlowka was taken on 3 October. No major fighting took place in the sector 

of Army Group Center. In the area of Army Group Horth, the counterattack in 

the ""bottleneck," which had been launched on 21 September, made slow progress 

and was halted within a few days.

5 October 1942 

Situation Report:

Army Group B; The Fuehrer contemplates the evacuation of the Woronesh

* See under 21 September.
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bridgehead in order to free the forces committed there for other tasks. He 

refrains, however, from making a decision at this juncture. He watches with 

anxiety the assembly of enemy forces in the sector opposite Amy Group Center 

in the area around Toropez. He regards the sharp decrease in the traffic on 

the Russian railroads in the southern section of the Eastern Front as an 

indication of planned major enemy operations in the aforementioned area and 

assumes that about twenty Russian divisions have been shifted to that area 

recently. It is assumed that the Russians plan the launching of an attack 

either against the western front sector of the Ninth Array, or in a southern 

direction on Smolensk, or in a western direction on vTelikije Luki. The 

following reserves are available to Army Group Center in the area of the 

Ninth Army: The "Grossdeutschland" Division, which will be relieved by the 

95th Infantry Division *, 9th Panzer Division ** and local reserves. Ho 

units vdll be transferred from the Eleventh Army to the Ninth Army. In order 

to ward off an enemy attack against the front north of Smolensk, Army Group 

Center will make available the 328th Infantry Division, which will not be 

transferred to the ''.Jest *-»-*, and elements of the llth Panzer Division *-**. 

In order to forestall an enemy advance on .Telikije Luki by offensive action 

through a counterthrust toward Toropez, forces will be assembled in the area 

around y/elikije Luki. For this purpose, the first three Air Force ground 

divisions shall be moved up to this sector and preparations will be made, 'as 

far as transportation is concerned, for the transfer of elements of the

* See under 20 September.
** See under 18 September.
*#» see under 21 September.
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Eleventh Array to that area. The question of whether Operation NOEDLICHT 

will still be carried out under these changed conditions remains undecided. 

Instead of this operation, an attack toward the southern shore of Lake Ladoga 

via Viblchow * is bein^ contemplated.

In the west, a British raid was carried out on the British Channel 

Island of Sark. In view of the fact that the landed British commando troops 

handcuffed the German P.V's they took, the Fuehrer announces his intention to 

handcuff all British p-./'s who were captured at Dieppe, including the officers, 

until an official statement is received from the British Government to the 

effect that no German P'Y's will be handcuffed in the future. The Chief of 

Staff of OB Yfest is instructed to submit a sworn affidavit signed by the 

German engineer soldier who was captured, but managed to escape later on, 

in which the details of the handcuffing are stated. The handcuffing of the 

British P?/'s vd.ll depend on the contents of this affidavit.

In view of the contents of numerous reports received from agents recent 

ly, the Fuehrer again fears that the British might attempt to effect landings 

in the west. He therefore gives the order that the following measures be 

taken;

1. OB iiest will alert those coastal sectors which, in view of weather 

conditions, uay be regarded as endangered. The Fuehrer anticipates that this 

measure will have a deterring effect because the alert is bound to become 

known to the British soon.

See map of South Russia, Sheet 20, 1 : 4 000 000, Zyanka.
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2. The 337th Infantry Division, which was scheduled to be shipped to 

the east some time after 10 October *, will not be shipped until further 

orders are received.

3. The transfer of the 7th Parachute Division, which had been sent 

from the west ** to the Berlin area during the last few days ***, back to 

the west is contemplated if such measure should appear necessary. Accord 

ing to a report received from the Air Force Operations Staff, three air 

transportation groups are always available to carry out the shipments.

On the Fuehrer's request, the Chief of the Air Force General Staff 

makes the following statement regarding the present strength of the air for 

ces employed in the west: "There are 8 bomber groups, each of them compris 

ing about SO planes, and 6 fighter groups, each of which comprise about 40 

planes. This strength can be increased by the assignment of the senior 

classes of training and replacement groups. In addition, it is possible 

to strengthen the air forces in the west by the transfer of night fighters 

from the zone of the Air Force Command Center."

4. OB West will report on the intended employment of the 161st Infantry 

Division, which will be transferred from the east ****, the time of its arrival,

* See under 21 September.
** See under 3d and 4th September.
*** The shipment was completed on 4 October.

**** See under 21 September.
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its quartering and its strength in personnel, equipment and materiel #.

5. The 182nd Infantry Division rail remain in the area where it is 

employed at present; its present organization will remain unchanged *-*.

6. The 6?th Infantry Regiment -» *-£ will be shipped to Denmark only on 

special orders. At present, it is still stationed in the west.

Referring to the activation of five coast defense divisions in the 

west which had been ordered by the Fuehrer, Reich Mnister 3PE3R reports 

that the armament industry carmot spare the requested number of 50>000 to 

60,000 men and that, for this reason he cannot furnish more than 12,000 to 

15,000 men. Therefore three static divisions will be activated from the 

number of the regular replacements for the west until 1 November, Two 

additional divisions vd.ll be activated at a later time. The plan to activate 

divisions by drafting armament workers has been abandoned; the armament 

workers will be added to the regular replacements -SBHH;-.

Subsequent entrg- for 2 October 1942

According to a report by the Chief of the Armed Forces Operations Staff,

* It is intended to employ the Division in the area previously occupied 
by the 337th Infantry Division, referred to above under item 2.

** On the basis of my notes, it cannot be ascertained where the Division 
v/as employed at that time.

*** The Regiment belonged to the former 23rd Infantry Division which was
reorganized into the 23rd Panzer Division, but only two of the Division's 
regiments were reorganized 
see under 9 September,
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C-eneral RQLL.ISL, Commander in Chief of the German-Italian Panzer Army in 

Africa, reporting to the Fuehrer in Berlin, gave the following account of 

the situation at his front: The British position at El Alamein is still 

very strong; one million mines are planted along a 60 kilometers wide 

front; the strong energy superiority in the air is hampering the movements 

of the German tanks; the German fighters are unable to disperse the enemy 

fighters and reach the British bombers.

6 October 1942 

Situation Report:

Army Group Ai It is intended to reinforce the Air Force units employed 

in the northern Caucasus by the transfer of forces from the north. The forces 

of ZU2 Llountain Corps vvill be reduced to the minimum required for the defense 

of the high mountain ridge. General der Fliegsr FELLZ's special desert combat 

unit is covering the deep eastern flank of the First Panzer Army. The newly 

constructed railroad line Kisljar-Astrachan will be destroyed through air 

attacks. The Fuehrer no longer attaches particular importance to the opera 

tion against Astrachan -*.

Army Group B considers it justifiable to abandon Operation HERBSTZEITLOS3, 

i.e., the attack on the northern section of Stalingrad. Ovdng to a temporary 

lack of forces and exhaustion of the troops, the continuation of the attack 

in Stalingrad is not possible for the time being. The mopping up' of the 

pockets at Orlowka vd.ll be the next task. The Fuehrer attaches great

*See under 21 and 30 August and 2 September.
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importance to the establishment if a firm hold on the Volga south of 

Stalingrad on a vti.de front. Two bomber groups of the First Air Force are 

assigned to VIII Air Force Corps, Commander in Chief General Freiherr Von 

RICHTHOFM, ..hich is employed in the Stalingrad area. The Rumanian Third 

Army will be used between the Sixth Army and the Italian Eighth Army at the 

Don on 10 October; The Rumanian Don Aray Group will assume the command on 

20 October if Stalingrad has been captured by that time.

Army Group Center; Reports have been received to the effect that the 

enemy is carrying out major movements, involving tanks, in the sector oppo 

site the Second Panzer Army in the area east of Lzenskj the purpose of these 

movements could not be ascertained thus far. Ho reserves are available at 

that point. A decision as to the measures to be taken has not bean made yet.

The purpose of the concentration of forces in the area of Toropez re 

mains obscure. I3hile the Chief of the Armed Forces Operations Staff con 

siders a 2-pronged attack against the Ninth Ariay likely, the Fuehrer expects 

the Russians to launch a thrust toward Smolensk. The elements of the llth 

Panzer Division assembled east of Smolensk v;ill remain there. The forces 

which are to launch a counterthrust in the area of "Telikije Luki in case of 

a Russian attack can be assembled until 23 October. For this purpose, the 

12th Panzer Division and three Air Force ground divisions have already been 

shifted to that sector. In addition, it is intended to transfer two infantry 

divisions from the Eleventh Army to that area. The 337th Infantry Division * 

cannot be shipped from the west until 17 October because the railroads are

*See under 5 October.
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already overtaxed. The shipment of the 161st Infantry Division * is to be 

carried out on schedule.

Army Group North; General Von kAHOTEIN considers it possible to start 

Operation NORDLICHT on 1 November provided his army is reinforced by the 

assignment of eighteen battalions and 10,000 men replacements during October. 

The commitment of the 3rd Mountain Division in place of the battered 28th 

Jaeger Division, *vhich was intended by the Eleventh Army, was prevented by 

the Fuehrer. The Russian bridgehead across the Hewa vail not be attacked, 

but only neutralized; the 170th Infantry Division vdll be committed there. 

Of its one million vacancies, the Army intends to fill 600,OOQ by reductions 

in TO's; the remaining 400,000 vacancies will be filled, on orders of the 

Fuehrer, by reducing the personnel and authorized strength of antiaircraft 

and air signal comnunication units. Age class 1924 will be utilized only 

for new activations.

7 October 1942 

Situation Report:

Army Group A: The Chief of Army General Staff suggests the organization 

of landing parties from engineer units of V Infantry Corps under the Seven 

teenth Army and units of the Kavy, to train and commit them between Ilovoros- 

sisk and Tuapse in minor operations. The Fuehrer agrees. The First panzer 

Army took IJalgobek, located at the oil pipe line northwest of Grossnji, 

yesterday.

See under 21 September and 5 October.



123 # C-065a -81-

Army Group B reports that the regrouping for the resumption of the 

attack in Stalingrad cannot be completed prior to 12 October. The attack 

will, therefore, not be resumed until 13 October. The Fuehrer is dissatis 

fied with the delay, and orders an increased commitment of the Air Force and 

the carrying out of frequent raids by assault detachments, in o.rder to deprive 

the enemy of the opportunity to build up his defenses again.

In the sector of Army Group Center, major enemy movements in the area 

of Llzensk and the assembly of river-crossing equipment were observed yester 

day. However, no enemy reinforcements have been identified thus far. The 

enemy's intentions in the area of Toropez remain obscure. The Chief of the 

Armed Forces Operations Staff still expects the enemy to launch a two-pronged 

attack against the JJinth Army from the east and from the ?/est. The Fuehrer, 

however, is of the opinion that the Russians will launch a thrust toward 

Smolensk, perhaps in the course of a 'winter offensive.

The Fuehrer points out that, with weather conditions in the Arctic 

progressively deteriorating, the Wavy will have to take over the reconnaissance 

and combat tasks of the Air Force to an increasing extent.

In view of the situation, the Operations Section (Army) of the Armed 

Forces Operations Staff makes the following suggestions: 

1. East

In view of the fact that it is most important to clear up the situation 

at Stalingrad as soon as possible in order to carry out the further operations 

planned for the southern sector of the Eastern Front, it appears essential to 

relieve additional German divisions at the Don front and to commit them at
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Stalingrad. However^ most of the arriving Rumanian relief divisions are 

bein^ directed toward the area behind the Italian Sigth Array's Eastern front 

sector. It appears advisable to ccxuaiit those Rumanian divisions which are 

available first in the area south of Kreiuenskaja, at the northern bend of 

the Don loop at Sirotinskaja, and to provide for the relief of the Italians 

by those Rumanian divisions which are being moved up from areas farther to 

the rear. 

2. ,/est

According to advice received from the Chief of Oil;.' Army Division, the 

plan to activate five Ruestungsdivisionen * has not been abandoned, although 

a different personnel policy has tp be adopted. Three divisions will be 

activated before 1 November. In view of this situation, it appears neces 

sary to again consider the transfer of corps headquarters from the east to 

the west. It is considered necessary to transfer two to three corps head 

quarters to the west. The transfer of one corps headquarters each frou the 

Seventeenth and the Sixth Array appears possible.

/s/ Helmuth GUSHER 29 way 1949

* Divisions to be organized from hitherto deferred indispensable armament 
workers (Translator)
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9 October 1942 * 

Situation Report:

The Chief of the Army General Staff states: "Thus far, the reasons 

for the complete lull along large sectors of the Eastern Front remain 

obscure. The Russians have withdrawn units from the front either for re 

habilitation or for commitment at other front sectors, perhaps in the course 

of a winter offensive. It is therefore of particular importance to organize 

reserves."

In the sector of Army Group B, the Rumanian 3rd and 9th Cavalry Divisions 

will be committed in the sector of the Fourth Panzer Army.

Army Group North; According to an order by the Fuehrer, the planned 

attack from the Mrelikije Luki area in the direction of Toropez is to be 

carried out in any case, even if the enemy fails to launch his expected 

attack from the area around Toropez. The attack will be launched on 6 or 

8 November. For the attack, the 12th Panzer Division, 3rd Uountain Division, 

and 33?th Infantry Division are assembled in the area around Newel. The ?th 

Parachute Division will be moved up to the area of Smolensk. South of Lake 

Ilraen, the group under General LEUIDL will launch a thrust in an eastern 

direction up to the Lo-./at -«-»-. Operation NOEDLICKT will not be carried out 

in the manner originally planned. However, the strong artillery concentrated 

in that area will be employed in the support of attacks with limited objectives 

which will be launched in order to advance the German lines south of Leningrad 

and to tighten the encirclement of that city. According to an order by the

# 3 October. 1942: No notes available. 
*# Operation './INKELRIED.
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Fuehrer, the Eleventh Army's next task will be the mopping up of the pocket 

of Fogostje. The attack will be launched, not from the two cornerstones 

toward the center, but from the deepest point in a northeastern direction.

^jest; On the basis of numerous reports, the area around Cherbourg is 

considered threatened again. OB >,:est has been ordered to take the necessary 

measures.

Prompted by yesterday's enemy air attack on Suda Bay (Isle of Crete), 

the Fuehrer gives the order to strengthen the harbor defenses of Suda and 

Heraklion by the assignment of additional heavy antiaircraft. The shipment 

of the antiaircraft equipment to Crete will be given first priority. Needed 

personnel will be procured, if necessary, by the resumption of the former 

policy of relieving the German antiaircraft crews employed in the Rumanian 

oil district by Rumanian personnel.

No notes are available for the period fro:u 10 - 13 October. These gaps 

and the following are largely explained by the fact that General ZEITZLER, 

newly appointed Chief of Army General Staff, usually restricted his noon re 

ports on the situation to very brief statements and discussed all important 

operational questions with the Fuehrer alone during the afternoon or evening. 

This practice ivas motivated primarily by professional jealousy, the purpose 

being to exclude General JODL, Chief of Armed Forces Operations Staff from 

top level command as far as the Eastern Front was concerned.

14 October 1942 

Situation Report:

Marshal Antonescu requested that the Rumanian 5th and 8th Cavalry
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Divisions should not be transferred to the Fourth Panzer Army because it 

would no longer be possible to set up Yfinter quarters for these divisions 

in time. The Fuehrer rejects the marshal's request. The Rumanian Third 

Army nas taken over its sector along the Don from Kletskaja up to the area 

near the Don bend southeast of Kasanskaja. The Sixth Ar«iy resumed the 

attack on Stalingrad yesterday.

In view of strong enemy concentrations in the Toropez area, it is now 

generally assumed that a 2-pronged attack against the Ninth Army is intended. 

According to the statement of a P,7, such attack is scheduled to be launched 

tomorrow. The 7th parachute, Division is being shipped to the area of Smolensk 

and the 20th Panzer Division, also destined for the Smolensk area, has reached 

Brjansk. The First Air Force has transferred forces to the Eastern Air Forces 

Headquarters for the purpose of smashing the Russian concentrations in the 

Toropez area. The Sleventh Army will launch the attack against the 18th 

labor Settlement at Leningrad tomorrow.

15 October 1942

During the situation report, the reports received in ever increasing 

numbers concerning intended and imminent Anglo American landings in West 

Africa are discussed. A suggestion, made by the Chief of Armed Forces 

Operations Staff, to perirdt the French Government to reinforce its forces 

in North Africa from the horns country in order to enable those forces to 

resist possible Anglo American landings effectively is rejected by the Fueh 

rer out of consideration for the Italians, 7*10 view any reinforcement of
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the French forces in Korth Africa with the utmost suspicion. In view of 

the fact that the situation in the Llediterranean Sea is growing increasingly- 

critical, the placing of the isle of Crete, a vital Air Force base, under 

the command of Generalfeldmarschall KESS3LRIHG, OB South, is being con 

templated. However, the decision is to be left to the Reichsmarschallj 

thus far, Crete has belonged to the area of the OB Southeast.

Vice Admiral Nomura, Chief of the Japanese Naval Delegation, during a 

trip to the Balkans observed rivalries between Italians and Germans every 

where. The report to this effect arouses the Fuehrer's anger, and he 

emphasizes once more that the Balkans are to be regarded as Italy's sphere 

of interest.

Admiral KRMCKE, Liaison Officer of the iJavy Copland attached to 

HITLER'S Headquarters, reports to the Fuehrer that the pocket battleship 

ADMIRAL SCHEER, stationed in Norway, needs overhauling, and that it will be 

vdthdrawn to a ZI port as early as the beginning of November. To replace 

the ADLOKAL SCHEER, the heavy cruisers PRII-JZ EUG3N and LU3TZG.Y will be dis 

patched to Norv/ay toward the beginning of November.

17 October 1942 «  

Situation Report:

The Chief of Army General Staff points to the danger of enemy landings 

in the area of Army Group A along the eastern coast of the Black Sea in the 

sector of the Rumanian 10th Infantry Division. On orders of the Fuehrer, 

the Air Force vri.ll be committed against the port of Poti. The center of

*16 October 1942: No notes available.
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th e Seventeenth Array took Schaumjan, 30 kilometers northeast of Tuapse, on 

16 October. In the further course of the attack on Tuapse, the 9?th Jaeger 

Division Hill advance along the road; Division Lanz, i.e. the 1st Lountain 

Division, through the mountains; and the Slovakian motorized division in a 

general southeasterly direction. The First Panzer Army intends to advance 

at its western y/ing rath the 13th panzer Division in a. south-southwesterly 

direction, with the nain effort concentrated on Kaltschick, and plans to 

start this advance on 30 October. The Fuehrer regards this as far too late. 

Corps Headquarters F3LLI  * decided to attack the opposing Russian cavalry for 

ces in the steppe.

Army Group B; In Stalingrad, the Sixth Army took the "Dsherschinskij" 

tractor plant on 15 October and the "Rote Barrikade" #fr gun factory on 

16 October. South of the gun factory, the Russians are still holding the 

"Roter Oktober" *-JB:- steel works. The Soviet units encircled in the "Sparta- 

kowka» labor settlement were annihilated. Army Group intends to eliminate 

the penetration at the ./oronesh bridgehead in the near future.

Army Groups Center and North: In the discussion of the commitment of 

forces north of Smolensk, the Air Force ground divisions play an important 

part. It is how intended to activate twenty-two of these divisions. The 

197th Infantry Division is occupying a very wide sector. The question of 

whether the S3-Cavalry Division, which had been Tdthdrawn from the front, 

or the Air Force ground divisions vdll be committed at this point remains 

undecided for the time being.

* A corps staff for special employment formerly referred to as Special 
Desert Combat Unit FELLY. (Translator)

** "Red Barricade." 
October."
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The Fuehrer orders to reinforce the attack group advancing on Toropez 

by moving up the 337th Infantry Division to tl at area. Through P.7 statements, 

information has been obtained on the enemy situation in this area to the 

effect that the enemy v;as unable to complete his preparations for the attack 

in time and lacks nobility, owing to the fact that the muddy season has set 

in. In the northern sector of the Deaiiansk salient, II Infantry Corps will 

launch an attack on 19 October. In the sector of the Eighteenth Army the 

front line is thinly manned because of the fact that the 269th Infantry 

Division is being relieved by the 69th Infantry Division which is arriving 

from Norway.

The Air Force ground divisions were originally activated in order to 

relieve the first east divisions to be transferred to the west. Pointing 

to the fact that the Air Force is greatly overstaffed, the Anay High Command 

had suggested the direct transfer of Air Force personnel to the Army, but in 

view of representations made by the Reichsmarschall, the Fuehrer rejected 

this suggestion. The activation of the Air Force ground divisions resulted 

in a disadvantage to the Army, for while the great number of its vacancies 

remained unfilled, it had to transfer materiel to the Air Force.

On the suggestion of the Reich liinister for Foreign Affairs, the Fuehrer 

decided to send Envoy IJEUBACHER to Athens as his plenipotentiary to ascertain 

to what extent the coat of occupation can be reduced in view of the progressive 

deterioration of the Greek currency. General 7/ARLIMONT, Deputy Chief of Aruied 

Forces Operations Staff, -who saw the Commander in Chief of OE Southeast in
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Salonika on 10 and 11 October, found that the problem has not been created 

by the cost of occupation, but, on the contrary, is due to the utter derange 

ment of the national economy in Greece. Actually the cost of occupation is 

insignificant.

For the period fro;;: 16 to 21 October 1942, no notes on the situation 

reports, but only the following notes on individual events, are available.

18 October 1942

In view of the activity of the Russian Navy in the Black Sea, especially 

the appearance of the battleship at Poti, the Fuehrer orders the commitment of 

an aerial torpedo group to destroy the battleship.

19 October j.942

On orders of the Fuehrer, the four heavy batteries which are emplaced 

in Norway will be protected by one infantry battalion each. In addition, 

special protection will be provided for the island of Andoe northwest of 

Narvik.

The Fuehrer is very angry over the fact that the evacuation of the 

British Channel Islands * has not yet been carried out and dejaands the 

acceleration of the evacuation.

The comparative strengths of the opposing forces in North Africa are 

as follows:

* Referred to under 3 and 14 September 1942.
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British Ei^ith Army German-Italian Panzer Army

107 - 123 "battalions 63 battalions

120 - 140 light batteries 90 light "batteries

12 - 20 medium batteries 28 medium batteries

800 - 900 tanks 592 tanks

20 October 1942

On the occasion of the resumption of the attacks on Malta and the 

sinking of Axis ships in the Mediterranean Sea, the Fuehrer referred to the 

value of such fortified islands and to the impossibility of capturing them. 

In this connection, he once more demanded the strongest possible fortification 

of the German occupied islands, such as the Channel Islands and the Norwegian 

Islands, which, once lost, could never be recaptured.

22 October 1942 

Situation Heport;

Area of Army Group A; Eeports have been received to the effect that the 

Russians are moving up reinforcements in the sector opposite the extreme 

eastern wing of the Seventeenth Army. The Chief of Army General Staff will 

go to headquarters of the Seventeenth Army tomorrow to discuss the counter- 

measures to be taken. The First Panzer Army intends to continue its attack on 

25 October.

The Fuehrer agrees with the jSconomy and Armament Office in the opinion 

that major Air Force attacks on Baku and Astrachan are of vital importance.
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In the area of Army Group B, the Sixth Army will resume its attack 

in Stalingrad v.d.th a neirly organized attack group. During the discussion 

of the measures taken by the Italians for the development of the Don posi 

tion, reference is made to the difficult position of General of Infantry 

Von Tippelskirch, Liaison Officer of the OiJi to the Italian Eighth Army, 

resulting frou the arrogant attitude of the Italians on this matter.

Sector of Army Group, Center; In the Toropea area, enemy attacks against 

Belyj and Subzoff, and possibly against liirov; are now expected. In contrast 

to the opinion previously expressed by him, the Fuehrer now regards the tv;o- 

pronged attack a-ainst Gubzoff and Belyj as most serious. As a counterraeasure 

against the net; Russian assault tactics, i.e., launching an attack on a narrow 

front oat of the depth, the Fuehrer recommends the adoption of the defense 

tactics employed by the i?rench during the great German attack on both sides 

of Reims in 1913, namely emplacement of the artillery far to the rear and 

assembly of large stocks of ammunition. The Army General Staff will issue 

the pertinent order.

2J> October 1942 

Situation Report:

Area of Army; .group B; The Sixth Army resumed its attack in Stalingrad 

and achieved initial successes. The greater part of the steel works "Roter 

Oktober" Mas captured this morning. The Army intends to break through to 

the Volga on a v.ide front and to roll up the enemy lines toward the south 

and north. The Rumanian Third Army refuses to relieve the right vring of the
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Italian Eighth Army * because the prerequisites of such relief have not 

been established. The Ruuanians point out that, in addition to their own 

sector, they have taken over parts of the sector previously occupied by the 

Sixth Array's left rang and that, furthermore, the German divisions which 

are to be euiployed behind the new Rumanian right *-& '.ving are not yet available, 

but still tied dovm in the Stalingrad area, preparations for relieving the 

Italians are being made by the Rumanians, but no definite date has been set 

thus far. The Fuehrer decides that the intended relief is to be postponed 

for the time being.

Army Group North; In the sector of the Sixteenth Army, II Infantry 

Corps intends to launch an attack aiming at closing the gap in the northern 

sector of the Demiansk area. The Fuehrer refers to the heavy Russian traffic 

which is stil}. going on across Lake Ladoga tov/ard Leningrad and orders the 

Air Force to interfere effectively with that traffic.

As a retaliatory ueasure for the latest British air attack on a clear 

ing station in North Africa, the Fuehrer orders that British P;i's captured 

while carrying out an act of sabotage against the power nlant in the 

Glocif jord be shot iaiiediately.

25 October 1942 **-* 

Situation Report:

The Chief of Army General Staff reports on his visit to the Seventeenth

Divisions Celere and Sforzesca.
Should probably read "left", see under 25 October 1942,
24 October 1942: Ko notes available.
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Army. He reports that the Rumanian units in particular are permeated with 

German signal units. This ensures that the German Coxanand receives those 

reports which otherwise vjoulcl not be passed on by the Rumanian command 

authorities. The Fuehrer wishes all allied units to be gradually permeated 

v/ith German signal units. The inadequate combat performance of the Rumanian 

forces, particularly of the Rumanian 19th Cavalry Division, according to 

General ZEITZLEF.'s report, is due, not so much to low morale among the troops, 

as to the bad relations between officers and enlisted men. ;ftiile the officers 

are having plenty of everything at their quarters farther to the rear, the 

troops at the front line are left vjithout the necessary food supplies. With 

drawals, which repeatedly occurred, were carried out by the troops primarily 

in order to obtain food in the rear area.

The Fueh'rer again emphasizes that he expects an early destruction of the 

Russian battleship stationed at Poti by the Air Force.

Advancing on Tuapse, the Seventeenth Aray took the heights southwest of 

Schaurajan on 23 and 24 October. The First Panzer Army launched its attack 

at the Tfestern wing today and achieved initial succes^s. Army's center v/il}. 

join the attacking wing on 26 October.

In Stalingrad, the Sixth Army took the remaining part of the steelworks 

"Roter Oktober," which was still in enemy hands, with the exception of one 

building. In addition, the greater part of the labor settlement Spartakowka 

was captured. In the sector opposite the Rumanian Third Army, the enemy is 

bridging the Don at several points. On orders of the Fuehrer, the development 

of the German positions along the Don will be supplemented by the construction
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of support positions. The relief of the two Italian divisions employed at 

the right vane  ^ the Italian Eighth Army vd.ll be carried out in such a 

manner that, first, only the easternmost divicional sector will be taken 

over by the Rumanians, while the adjacent sector v;ill be taken over only 

after adequate German forces have arrived in the area behind the wing which 

is to be relieved.

The Fuehrer, once more, refers to the heavy Russian traffic on Lake 

Ladoga. In this connection, he elaborates on the fact that, while the Army 

and the Ijavy have been utilising large quantities of captured weapons and 

equipment iteias v.-hich are not fully adequate, the Air Force is using only 

first-class equipment. Like the Russian Air Force, the Air Force has to 

utilize older equipment, particularly planes, to a greater extent in order 

to carry out a greater number of missions. The Fuehrer particularly points 

to the fact that no attacks have been carried out on Leningrad for a con 

siderable length of time and that the enemy thus has been afforded an 

opportunity to recover and to resume work in the power plant and to continue 

production in the armament industry, as well as to restore the streetcar 

service. This situation, the Fuehrer declares, cannot be tolerated any 

longer. He demands constant attacks on the city and the traffic on Lake 

Ladoga as well as on Loscow, Qorkij, I'uibyschew, Saratow, and Baku. In 

addition, the Fuehrer demands the early availability for cor.iuiitment of the 

He 177 model pLune. Hie constant tests made with this plane in order to 

eaploy it as a dive bomber prevent its commitment in action. The Fuehrer
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would prefer that the He 177 model planes drop large numbers of bombs 

in horizontal flights, and that the tests, which have delayed the commit 

ment of the planes time and again, be discontinued.

In North Africa, the British Eighth Array launched an attack from the 

El Alamein position yesterday morning. General ROMLSL, who was on leave 

in the ZI, left for Africa with. General KuSSSLRDIG this morning. In connec 

tion with the British attack, the Fuehrer regards the western Mediterranean 

area as greatly endangered. He requests detailed reports on the defense 

facilities on Corsica and contemplates the occupation of the isle by Italian 

forces.

26 October 1942

Situation Report:

In its attack launched yesterday, the First Panzer Array caught the enemy 

by surprise and, as a result, reached Ualtschik, the objective of the opera 

tion, as early as 1000 hours. It is intended to continue the attack frou 

there in an easterly direction. In view of ths fierce resistance put up by 

the enemy, the Sixth Army does not expect the battle for Stalingrad to result 

in the complete capture of the city until around 10 Kovember.

The Fuehrer a^c-iri expresses fear that the Russians .ui^ht launch a .aajor 

attack, perhaps a -.'/inter offensive, d_i the sector held by the Allied armies 

across the Don in the direction of Rostov/. The Fuehrer's anxiety is due 

especially to the extensive enemy aove^ients observed in this area and to the 

bridging of the Don which has been carried out at numerous points. The
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Fuehrer orders that the Air Force ground division be employed to bolster the 

front in the sectors of all three Allied ariaies. Thus, the German divisions 

employed in these sectors will be freed and, together with other units moved 

up to this area, available as reserves behind the front sectors occupied by 

the Allies.

The transfer, this winter, of five west divisions to the east, either 

to serve as reserves or to be comaiitted in the Caucasus, is being contem 

plated in order to free motorized units there which could be cojOLiitted 

again only after the mountains have been crossed. For this purpose, five 

divisions vdll be v/ithdrav/n from the west and rehabilitated. They will 

be replaced by five east divisions which will also be speedily rehabilitated 

and retransferred to the east as the last of the fifteen divisions \;hich 

are scheduled to be shifted from the west. In addition, the transfer of 

the 3rd and 5th Lountain Divisions from the Sleventh Array to the Caucasus 

and the transfer of two jaeger divisions from there to Norway and Finland 

is contemplated. The details of the transfers vri.ll be further examined.

The extensive enemy movements observed in the Kirow area convey the 

impression that an enemy attack is imminent there. The Fuehrer orders the 

Air Force to carry out a major attack on Kirow as soon as, the needed formations 

are available. The Chief of Army General Staff obtains the Fuehrer's confirma 

tion for his order that all armored divisions stationed behind the front shall 

move northward by one sector as soon as the 20th jpanzer Division * arrives in

# Referred to under 14 October.
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the Smolensk area. Thus, a mobile reserve vjill be jjade available for the 

Kirow area.

27 October 1942 

Situation Report:

The Chief of Army General Staff reports on Russian propaganda on a 

grand scale being disseminated about approaching large-scale operations. 

General 2EIT2LER regards the Russian propaganda as empty talk rather than a 

reflection of actual intentions.

To reinforce the Seventeenth Army, the 50th Infantry Division, which 

is in very good condition, will be cioved up as soon as it is relieved in 

the Crimea by an Air Force ground division. The withdrawal of additional 

units from the high mountain front in the Caucasus is not possible at this 

time because of the dcnger of avalanches. It is intended to continue the 

attack launched by the First panzer Army in the direction of Ordshonikidse 

in order to block there the tv/o highways leading across the Caucasus.

After the capture of Stalingrad, the Sixth Arrny will continue its attack 

in a southern direction. The threat of a Russian attack across the Don in 

the direction of Rostov is under discussion again. General ZEITZL2R suggests 

the assembly of divisions of the greatest snov/ mobility behind the threatened 

front sector as tactical reserves. For this purpose, divisions of low combat 

strength, equipped "./ith a large number of heavy weapons, will be employed. 

It is intended to concentrate the cadres behind the area, of prospective coci- 

mitment. These reserve divisions i»ill be placed under the command of the
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German generals attached to the allied high commands.

The 19th Panzer Division, which is employed in the Orel area, vjill be 

transferred .to the area around Brjansk in order to have a mobile reserve 

available in Array Group Center's rear area. The 13th Police Regiment, which 

will be employed in the task of combating partisans, will be released only 

after all units of the 7th parachute Division have arrived at Smolensk. 

According to statements uade by deserters, the Prussians have moved up fifteen 

units to the area opposite the western front of the Kinth Army, eleven of 

these units are said to be employed at Belyj, three opposite the southern 

sector of Kinth Arm/ and one east of ..elikije Luki.

The Fuehrer intends to appoint General Von LjAHSTEIN to the post of 

Commander in Chief of Anny Group A. Headquarters of the Eleventh Army will 

be employed at .Vitebsk to direct a thrust into the Toropez area, if such 

action should become necessary. In such case, General LIODZL would assume 

the command and General ,,EIS3 would temporarily replace General LOD3L as 

Commander in Qhief of the Ninth Army. It is no longer possible to carry out 

Operation NOPJDLICHT as originally planned for some time to come.

30 October 1942 » 

Situation Report:

According to a report received from the Seventeenth Army, the conduct 

of operations by the Russian command in that area has become more methodical. 

Three battalions diall be withdrawn from Aray 1 s high mountain front to reinforce 

the attack groups.

* 28 and 29 October 1942: wo notes available.
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In the further course of its attack in Stalingrad, .the Sixth Army will 

dispose of the groups resisting in the southern section of the city first 

and then regroup in order to mop up the northern section of the city*

Since new reports have been received to the effect that the enemy 

is carrying out extensive movements opposite the Second Panzer Army in the 

Suchinitschi area, the order is given to move up an assault gun battalion 

from the west which, together with a jaeger battalion, xd.ll be placed under 

the command of a bearer of the Knight's Cross and assembled in the area west 

of Suchinitschi as local reserve. In addition, the shifting of the llth 

Panzer Division fron the "Joronesh area farther to the north is being con 

templated. In the sector of the Kinth Army, the "Grossdeutschland" Division 

will be shifted to the south to the area east of Belyj to serve as reserve. 

The Fuehrer, furthermore, orders the commitment of the ?th Parachute Division 

in the southern front sector of the ninth Army and to withdraw the jaeger 

battalions committed there and assemble them behind the front as tactical 

reserves.

The Eleventh Army with headquarters established at LIX Infantry Corps 

in Vitebsk assuues the cojiuuand of the operations against the Toropez area. 

For the launching of a counterthrust, the 12th Panzer Division and 3rd kountain 

Division will be available to Army on 3 November. If the Russians should fail 

to attack prior to that day, the Eleventh Arijy will launch the planned attack 

on 12 November. For this operation, the 18th Llotorized Infantry Division, 

which will be relieved by an Air Force ground division, shall also be assigned 

to Army if possible.
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According to the statement of a captured Russian company commander, 

the Russians are thoroughly investigating the possibilities of bacteriological 

v\rarfare, primarily in respect to the spreading of bubonic plague, anthrax, 

and typhoid bacteria. The Fuehrer decides that nothing similar will be done 

on our side.

No situation reports and discussions took place on 31 October and 1 

November because, during these days, HITLER 1 s headquarters was retransferred 

frojn ,/inniza to his former headquarters "I/olfsschanze, " located in the 

Goerlitz Forest east of Rastenburg in "Sast Prussia.

2 Kovember 1942 

Situation Report:

In viexv of the fact that Russian attacks are expected to be launched 

at several points of the Eastern Front on 7 November, the Chief of Army 

General Staff will issue an order, based on the Fuehrer's vdnter Directive, 

setting forth again the principles according to which operations are to be 

conducted, particular emphasis is .to be given to the demand that every strong 

point is to be defended to the last.

The western wing of the First Panzer Army took Alagir on 1 November. 

The Fuehrer is confident of further progress in the attack on Ordshonikidse.

To the south of the Fourth Panzer Army, the Rumanian Forth Aruy was 

committed toward the end of October. This Artsy has been placed under the 

command of Generaloberst HOTH, Coriander in Chief of the Fourth Panzer Army. 

In the Stalingrad area, the strength of the German infantry is failing, and the
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71st Infantry Division, particularly,is severely battered. The Fuehrer re 

jects the Sixth ^ruy 1 s suggestion to move up the 29th notorized Infantry 

Division from the Fourth Panzer Army to Stalingrad, but he approves the 

suggestion, made by the Chief of Army General Staff, to withdraw engineer 

battalions from the divisions and commit them in Stalingrad. A third 

suggestion, to discontinue the attack £>r eight days in order to grant the 

troops a needed rest, is rejected. Films submitted by the Air Force sho\7 

that the number of new bridges built across the Don in the sector of the 

Rumanian Third Army is steadily grordng. The Fuehrer therefore still expects 

a major Russian attack across the Don in the direction of Rostow. He orders 

heavy air attacks on the bridge sites and assembly areas in the forests on 

the northern bank of the Don. The Second Aruy intends to eliminate the 

penetration at Joronesh as soon as adequate forces of the Luftwaffe are 

available.

The Chief of Ar^r General Staff sub. Jits a ^ap on v»hich the distribution 

of the Russian armored forces is iiiarked. Three focal points are noticeable: 

Stalingrad, Kirow, and the northeastern front of the Ninth Army. Only com 

paratively iveak armored forces are assembled in the Torppez area. Two strong 

rear groups are assembled in the area around Saratov^, presumably for rehabili 

tation. According to available information, no strong armored forces are 

committed at the front for the time being,

The Fuehrer decides that the Air Force ground divisions are to be com 

mitted only in defensive action until such time as they are welded together 

and have gained combat experience. He recalls, by way of comparison, the
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commitment of volunteer units in Flanders in late fall of 1914 when these 

units were prematurely coui,.itted in offensive action and, owing to their 

inadequate training, sustained disastrous losses.

On the request of General Von ilAHSTSIN, headquarters of 2XX Infantry 

Corps< (Eleventh Army) is transferred to Army Group A.

The heavy congestion of the railroad traffic prevailing at present has 

caused considerable difficulties in the bringing up of supplies at the 

Eastern Front* The Fuehrer orders that loaded trains which cannot be dis 

patched because of the congestion will not remain loaded where they are 

halted, but rill be unloaded so that the empty trains can be returned.

The Fuehrer demands the employment of the strongest possible air forces 

in the wester,; Leoiterranean area in order to be able to prevent the British 

convoys from reaching LTalta. In Worth Africa, only fighter-bombers will be 

employed at the front as far as possible because they alone are capable of 

achieving success, owing to the great superiority of the British Air Force. 

Hew groups of Ju 33 .model planes i'd.11 be shifted to the Mediterranean area. 

In view of the repeated British air attacks on German clearing stations in 

North Africa, the Fuehrer orders the Air Force to carry out air attacks on 

the British dressing stations.

The Fuehrer expresses his dissatisfaction with the utterly inadequate 

supply of ammunition to blockade runners. The blockade runners will also 

be supplied with Kexogen-ammunition to enable them to defend themselves against 

armored planes. The Fuehrer, furthermore, criticizes the fact that the
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blockade runners are not provided with radio equipment to enable them to 

establish contact with the Air Force.

Ho notes are available on the events of 3 November. This is due to the 

following incident: On the evening of 2 November, General BOMMMi reported 

via teletype that the German-Italian Panzer Army was no longer able to hold 

its position against the heavy attacks of the far superior British Eighth 

Army, and that he intended to disengage the Italian infantry divisions from 

the enemy during the coming night and to withdraw them into the Fuk» position. 

The motorized units would cover this withdrawal movement and then withdraw to 

the Fukw position. This teletype message was submitted to HITLER at once, but 

he failed to give any instructions. Sarly on the morning of 3 November the 

Armed Forces Operations Staff received another teletype message from General 

BOMMEL in which he reported that the Italian infantry divisions had disengaged 

themselves from the enemy during the night according to plans and started the 

withdrawal movement. The motorized units would follow in the course of the 

day. In view of the early hour (it was between 0500 and 0600 hours) and the 

fact that nothing new was contained in the message, which dealt merely with 

the execution of a measure which had already been reported, Major der Eeserve 

Dr. BOKNEa, officer on duty in.the Operations Section (Army) of the Armed 

Forces Operations Staff, did not submit the message to the Fuehrer at once, 

but presented it to him around 0900 hours together with the other morning 

reports, HITLER was utterly enraged over the failure to submit General 

EOMMEL's message to him at once. He claimed that he would have been able 

to prevent the withdrawal of the German-1 tali an Panzer Army, which he did
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aot approve, if he had received General EOMMEL's second teletype message 

in time (actually, this would have been absolutely impossible). He ordered 

Major Dr. BOBHiJR and General WABLIKOHT, Deputy Chief of Armed Forces 

Operations Staff, to report to him and demoted the former to the rank of 

private after listening briefly to his explanation. Dr. BOBHaB was trans 

ferred to an artillery replacement training unit in Potsdam on the evening 

of the same day and then transferred as a private to an Army coast artil 

lery battery in France. On a petition submitted on his behalf by General 

SGHkUHDT, Chief Adjutant of the Wehrmacht, HIILER reinstated Dr. BOKNIB 

three months later, at the same time forcing his retirement. In the fore 

noon of 3 November, HITLER did not even receive General WASLIMONT, but in 

structed General KEITSL to inform him that he had been relieved of his 

post. General WAELlMOUf turned over his duties to Colonel Freiherr Treusch 

Von BUHLAR-BBMDMFELS, senior general staff officer of the Armed Forces 

Operations Staff and left HIILSB 1 s headquarters in the evening of 4 lovember 

in order to go to Upper-Bavaria, vie Berlin, to join his family. The entire 

incident, one of HULEfi's customary arbitraty actions, embittered both of 

ficers and enlisted men of the Armed Forces Operations Staff at HlfLM 1 s 

headquarters, and aggravated the lack of confidence already existing since 

the dismissal of General LIST and the discord between HIELclB, and General 

JODL, On General SCHMUEDT's intercession, HITLiiiE revoked the dismissal of 

General ¥AHLIMOHT from his post in the forenoon of 5 November because the 

latter obviously could not be blamed for the failure of Major Dr. BOEMR to 

submit General ROMMEL* g message at once, General SCHMUHDT telephoned General 

WAELIMOKT in Berlin on the pfternoon of the same day, and informed him of
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HITLSR's decision. On his request, he was granted u. short leave which he 

spent with his family at Lake Tegernsee. It i;as due to this incident that 

no officer of the Amed Forces Operations Staff attended the noon discussion 

of the situation on 3 ITovember.

Notes concerning 4 November 1942

Yesterday the Fuehrer ordered the transfer of the 6th Panzer Division, 

the 306th Infantry Division, and one other infantry division from the west 

to the sector of Array Group B in the east, to serve as tactical reserve in 

the area behind the sectors of the Rumanian Third Army and the Italian 3ighth 

Army.

In accordance vrith his instructions as received from General ROLL EL, 

Linisterialdlrigent E3RNDT (equivalent to Brigadier General) reported that, 

in view of the employment of overwhelming quantities of .materiel by the 

British Eighth Army, it appeared likely that the Fuka position and also the 

Lersa Uatruth position nould be untenable, but that General ROH2TL hoped to 

be able at least to hold the position along the Lybian-Egyptian border. This 

border position will be organized in the meantime by General HEHRIMG and newly 

arriving troops in such runner that it can take up the rtfrica ranzer Army. 

To reinforce tV-is army, the 4?th Infantry and the two battalions of the 5th 

Parachute Eegiment, which were originally scheduled for transfer to the 

"Goering" Division in France, will be shifted to Africa as speedily as possible. 

In addition, it is contemplated, if possible, to transfer the ?th Parachute 

Division fro/a the Eastern Front to Africa; a decision, hoviever, has not been
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made thus far. Three Africa replacement training battalions are the only 

complete units stationed in Italy at present; they,too, shall be transferred 

to Africa at once. Above all, the Fuehrer demands that the twelve Tiger 

tanks and twelve Mark III tanks which are scheduled to arrive in Italy till 

15 November, namely six Tigers and six Mark III tanks till 11 November, the 

rest till 15 November, are forwarded together with the prefabricated naval 

barges by express transportation to Africa. However, the rehabilitation of 

the 6th Panzer Division will not be effected at the expense of the other 

motorized units in the west. The Eleventh Army, for the time being under 

the command of General Von MANSTEIN, has assumed the command in the Witebsk 

sector.

According to aerial observation, one battleship, two aircraft carriers, 

five cruisers, and twenty destroyers are assembled at Gibraltar. The assembly 

of naval Jorces in such strength in the western part of the Mediterranean Sea 

seems to point to an imminent naval operation, perhaps the escorting of another 

convoy to Malta.

5 November 1942

Ministerialdirigent * BERNDT, General ROMMEL's special missions staff 

officer, saw the Fuehrer last night and reported to him on the difficult 

situation of the German-Italian Panzer Army, in accordance with instructions 

received from General ROMMEL. Ministerialdirigent BERNDT, on this occasion, 

strongly denounced General Von RINTJELEN, German General attached to the Italian

* Title of an official with executive functions in a Ministry. Equivalent to military rank of a brigadier general.
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Armed Forces High Command, for his failure to prevail upon the Supreme 

Command to comply with General ROMEL's requests for supplies and for having 

thus contributed to the reverse suffered by the Africa Army. Besides General 

Von RINTELEN, a General for Special Assignments will now be stationed in ^ 

Rome. He will be assigned directly to General ROMtEL and will be joined by 

the Chief of Army Supply and Administration at Rome, who, thus far, has been 

assigned to General Von RINTELEN. The General for Special Assignments will 

forward the supply requests of the Africa Panzer Army.

The Air Force will transfer two fighter groups from the east and one 

bomber group from Norway to Sicily and ship ten 88 mm antiaircraft Model 41's 

by express transportation to Salonika and southern Greece for further transfer 

to Africa. The transport ships in the Mediterranean Sea will be more strongly- 

armed with antiaircraft, namely with new four-barreled guns, and will be 

supplied with Hexogen ammunition. At the HENSCHEL plant in Kassel 15 additional 

Tiger tanks will be completed during the current month.

East; General Von KUECHLER, Commander in Chief of the Eighteenth Army, 

and General BUSCH, Commander in Chief of the Sixteenth Army, report to the 

Fuehrer on the situation in their respective sectors. Both of them request 

the assignment of additional divisions. General Von KUECHLER expects the 

enemy to resume his attack against the "bottleneck" in the near future.
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6 November 1942

Distribution of the Flying Formations of the Air Force along the

Eastern Front

Fourth 12 bomber 4 1/3 dive 9 1/3 fighter 2 long-range 1 1/3 close- Air Force: groups bomber groups fighter support
groups groups groups

of them: (3 Rumanian) (4 V3 allied)

Don 1/3 bomber 0 dive 1 1/3 fighter 
Air Forces groups bomber groups 
Headquarters: Hungarian groups (of them: 3 squadrons

allied)

Eastern 7 bomber 2 dive 4 2/3 fighter 
Air Forces groups bomber groups 
Headquarters: groups

(one-third of which are Spanish)

First 3 1/3 bomber 1 dive 3 fighter 
Air Force: groups bomber groups

group 
(one-third of which are Croatian)

Northern 1 bomber 1 dive 2 2/3 fighter 1/3 aerial torpedo 
Air Force group bomber groups groups 
Command group

and 
Fifth 
Air Force

Total: 23 2/3 bomber groups, 8 1/3 dive bomber groups, 21 fighter groups,

2 long-range fighter groups, 1 1/3 close-support groups and 1/3 aerial 

torpedo group (of them: 9 1/3 groups of the allied air forces), 

each group comprising an average of 20 planes ready to take off; 

totaling 56 2/3 groups, comprising about H34 planes.

The heavy cruiser Admiral Hipper, together with four destroyers, 
put to sea yesterday afternoon to operate against the enemy Atlantic 
routes.
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The British naval forces which were assembled at Gibraltar left port 

in an eastern direction last night. Nine German U-boats a,re operating in 

the western part of the Mediterranean Sea at present. They have been com 

mitted against the British naval forces.

7 November 1942 

Situation Report:

The situation of III Panzer Corps, committed at the western wing of the 

First Panzer Army, has become critical. Therefore, the 50th Infantry Division 

will be transferred from the Crimea to this sector by air. The Chief of Army 

General Staff reports that, according to agent reports, it has been decided 

at a supreme council held in Moscow on 4 November attended by all commanders 

in chief, to launch a major offensive either at the Don front or in the center 

sector before the end of the year. In the area of Army Group North, the 9th 

Air Force Ground Division is being committed in the western sector of the 

Leningrad front near Oi?anienbaum in order to free an Army division.

North Africa; According to a report received from General ROMMEL, the 

German-Italian Panzer Army is carrying out a withdrawal toward the Sollum- 

Halfaya position. At present, its situation is considered less critical. 

The British Eighth Army reportedly is composed of the following units: the 

1st, ?th, and 10th British Tank Division, 1st South African Division, 2nd 

New Zealand Division, 9th Australian Division, 5th Indian Division, 44th 

(London) Division, 50th and 51st (Scotch) Divisions, one brigade of General 

de GAULLE's forces, and two regiments composed of Greeks and Levantines.
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The British Gibraltar-based naval forces have joined a strong enemy 

convoy coming from the Atlantic and proceeding in an easterly direction. 

Opinion differs regarding the destination of the convoy, which comprises 

a large number of troop transports. The Fuehrer is inclined to believe 

that the enemy intends to carry out a major landing operation, involving 

about four or five divisions, at Tripoli or Bengasi. Admiral KRANCKE, 

Liaison Officer of the Navy Command attached to HITLER'S headquarters, is 

of the opinion that the strength of the enemy landing forces does not exceed 

two divisions. A reinforcement of the German air forces in the Mediterranean 

area is not possible at this moment. On orders of the Fuehrer, OB West 

has alerted the units destined, if necessary, to march into unoccupied 

France (Operation ANTON).

At 1340 hours, the Fuehrer leaves with his closest advisers (among 

them General KEITEL and General JODL) for Munich via Berlin to deliver 

his traditional annual address to his old Party comrades in the Buerger- 

braeukeller on the evening of 8 November. The field echelons of the 

Armed Forces Operations Staff, under the direction of Colonel Freiherr 

Treusch Von BUTTLAR-BRANDENFELS, First General Staff Officer of the Army 

attached to the Armed Forces Operations Staff, remain at HITLER'S head 

quarters, "Wolfsschanze." Due to the Fuehrer's absence, no situation 

reports were made during the folloxving days, but situation orientations 

were given at the Armed Forces Operations Staff under the direction of 

Colonel Von BUTTLAR.
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8_ November 1942 

Situation Report:

Frosty weather has set in along the entire Eastern Front. The thermo 

meter has dropped to 23 degrees Fahrenheit in the Leningrad area and to 5 

degrees in Finland. Otherwise, the situation is unchanged. Mediterranean 

area; Last night, the British Air Force carried out a heavy attack on 

Genoa. Approximately sixty-five planes were committed in this operation. 

Early this morning, American forces carried out landings at Algiers and 

Qran and apparently also at the western coast of Morocco at Casablanca. 

Reportedly, the landings at Algiers and Qran were repulsed by the French 

forces, while the enemy was successful in the area around Algiers. Admiral 

DARLAN, who went to Algiers several days ago to visit his sick son, is 

organizing the defense there in accordance with directives issued by the 

government in Vichy. A Gaullist revolt which had broken out in Casablanca 

was suppressed immediately. All American consuls in French North Africa 

and Morocco have been arrested. The German air forces committed against 

the convoys obviously achieved very little. Only 5 of the 20 planes 

committed in the first wave, and 7 of the 56 planes in the second wave 

were able to reach the target. On orders of the Fuehrer, OB West has 

started the preparatory movements for Operation ANTON, although the 

demarcation line must not be crossed as yet. The Italians too have 

finished preparations for the march into the Provence and for the occupa 

tion of Corsica. The Fuehrer, furthermore, has given the order to speed 

up the reinforcement of the garrison of Crete. Crete-bound transports
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are to be considered equally as important as Africa-bound transports. The 

French Generals WE1FGAND and GIRAUD are to be brought to Vichy for constant 

surveillance. (At this time it was not yet known to the Armed Forces 

Operations Staff that General GIRAUD had escaped to North Africa via 

Gibraltar).

9 November 1942 

Situation Report:

Along the western coast of Morocco, fierce fighting is taking place 

between French and American naval and ground forces. Detailed reports 

have not been received as yet. Three American divisions have been put 

ashore in French North Africa. Admiral DARLAN'S attitude seems to be 

uncertain. The negotiations with the French, the Vichy Government, have 

not been concluded yet. General WARLB-IONT, Deputy Chief of Armed Forces 

Operations Staff, joined General JODL in Munich yesterday morning. General 

JODL had recalled him from leave because of the greatly increased workload. 

It is possible that General WARLBiONT will be sent to Paris (or Vichy?) 

as special plenipotentiary of the Fuehrer.

10 November 1942 

Situation Report:

The American forces which landed along the western coast of Morocco 

at Safi (approximately 200 kilometers southwest of Casablanca), at Fedala 

(20 kilometers northeast of Casablanca), and at Port Lyautey (approximately 

100 kilometers northeast of Casablanca) are engaged in fierce fighting



MS # C-065a _113_ 

with the French ground troops which are apparently putting up stiff 

resistance. Several naval engagements took place between the French naval 

forces stationed at Casablanca (the battleship Jean Bart, the light cruiser 

Primauguet. and a number of destroyers and submarines) and the far superior 

forces of the U.S. Navy; the French naval units gave an excellent account 

of themselves. Apparently only a few French units are still offering 

resistance at Qran and Algiers.

11 November 1942 

Situation &eport:

This morning at 0700 hours, Operation ANTON began; units of the First 

Army and Armeegruppe Felber crossed the demarcation line and marched into 

unoccupied France, and apparently have not encountered any resistance. 

The Fuehrer sent a message to Marshal Petain. Coming from Sardinia and 

from the Italian mainland respectively, two Italian divisions landed on 

Corsica, and units of the Italian Fourth Army marched into the French 

Riviera. One Italian corps headquarters with two divisions will be trans 

ferred to Tunisia. One reinforced Stuka group and two fighter groups of 

X Air Force Corps stationed in Sicily have been committed in Tunisia. Six 

German E-boats being transferred to Tunis reportedly reached the entrance 

of the harbor this morning at 0900 hours; seven additional 2-boats are to 

follow. Further ship concentrations (approximately seventy-five vessels) 

at Gibraltar were observed by the Air Force. In Lybia, differences of 

opinion occured between General BARBASSETTI, Italian Commander in Chief,
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and General ROMMEL with regard to the time required for the evacuation of 

Cyrenaica. General BARBASSETTI has filed a complaint vdth the Supreme 

Command against General ROMMEL.

On 12 November 1942 at noon, orders arrived from Munich to the effect 

that the field echelons of the Armed Forces Operations Staff were to be 

transferred to Salzburg. The field echelons left Goerlitz station (rail 

road station of HITLER'S headquarters "Wolfsschanze" in the Goerlitz forest 

east of Rastenburg) on their special train "Atlas" at 2155 hours. They 

arrived at Salzburg at 0220 hours on 14 November 1942, after a short stay 

in Munich on the evening of 13 November, when "Atlas" stopped beside the 

Fuehrer's train which was standing at the main railroad station.

The Armed Forces Operations Staff remained on the special train in the 

main station of Salzburg, while the Fuehrer and his closest advisers moved 

from Munich to the Berghof at Berchtesgaden and General KEITEL and General 

JODL established themsleves in the Reich Chancellery at Berchtesgaden.

On 14 November 1942 at 1800 hours, General VJARLIHONT, Deputy Chief of 

the Armed Forces Operations Staff, returned from the Reich Chancellery in 

Berchtesgaden to the Armed Forces Operations Staff on the "Atlas" and 

resumed his duties. Immediately after his return, he advised the Custodian 

of the War Diary on the events of the preceding days as follows:

Following the American landings in North Africa on Sunday, 8 November, 

the Fuehrer believed at first that close co-operation with the French could 

be counted upon. The general attitude toward France was influenced, on the 

one hand, by the Fuehrer's desire to respect Italy's interests as far as
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possible and, on the other hand, by the French antipathy toward the Italians. 

The Italian Foreign Minister, Count CIANO, arrived at Munich in the after 

noon of 9 November, and French Minister President LAVAL, during the night 

of 9 - 10 November. The negotiations with the latter lasted throughout 

the day (10 November), but failed to produce definite results except for 

the fact that the carrying out of Operation ANTON could be ordered at 2030 

hours. During the night of 10 - 11 November, the Fuehrer sent a message 

to Marshal RETAIN, who thereupon issued a directive to the French forces 

ordering them not to resist the advancing German forces. Simultaneously, 

a tentative agreement was reached with Italy regarding the demarcation line 

between the respective zones of occupation. The line Geneva-Lyons-Toulouse 

which had been envisaged was now disregarded. Contrary to expectations, 

the advance into unoccupied France was carried out without incident. Mean 

while, the occupation of the rest of France had receded into the background, 

whereas the establishment of a defensive front in Tunisia had become the 

primary consideration.

The present status of the German-French relations is as follows: 

It remains uncertain how the political and, thus, the military relations 

between Germany and France will develop. Under no circumstances will Italy 

be offended. An attitude of watchful suspicion toward France is necessary, 

and a basis for the conclusion of a new treaty with her can develop only 

gradually along with the further development of mutual relations. The 

guiding principle for the military co-operation with France must be de 

velopment from the lower levels up. The Fuehrer's strong suspicion of
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the French has been intensified as a result of the flight of the commander 

of the French 16th Division. First directives concerning the co-operation 

were issued on 12 November (teletype letter, Chief OK;/, Armed Forces 

Operations Staff No 004205/42, top secret, dated 12 November 1942, is no 

longer available to me). These directives contain only basic principles 

and need supplementation. The first task will be a check of the loyalty 

of the French 16th Division. If the result of the investigation should 

not be satisfactory, the divisions will be disarmed.

On 14 November the Fuehrer ordered the closing of the borders of the 

newly occupied French territory. Furthermore, he ordered the return of 

the 328th Infantry Division and the S3 Death's Head Division, which belong 

to the forces that marched into unoccupied France, to their former quarter 

ing areas. On 13 November, General MSYGAND was arrested by the 3D (Security 

Service) and taken to Germany. J,!arshal PZFAIM, in a letter to the Fuehrer, 

demanded the immediate release of the general and threatened to resign 

from his post if His request were not complied with. According to 

monitored conversations betv.een ^orth ^frica and Vichy, Admiral DARLAii is 

working for the Vichy Government. He is trying to gain time in order to 

organize the defense of North africa and to prevent the desertion of French 

troops to General GIRAUD.

As far as the demarcation line between the German and Italian forces 

is concerned, the Fuehrer.rejected the suggestion offered by the OB west 

to place the entire coast of southern France under the command of OB West, 

and, under this condition, to permit the Italians to advance into southern 

France as far as they want to go. The possibility of the establishment
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of a German command over the German and Italian forces can therefore be 

disregarded. The Fuehrer probably was prompted by the anticipation that 

German-French co-operation will function more smoothly than the co-operation 

between the Italians and the French. The demarcation line, if possible, 

will be drawn in sucn manner as to leave the Hhone valley with its rail 

ways and roads, as -jse-ll as the Rhone estuary, in German hands. Marseille, 

like Toulon, which as a fortress area will remain under French command, 

will be occupied by the Italians. The Italian reply has not yet been 

received, but the Italians agree that the coast up to Toulon will remain 

under German command until such time as Italian forces in sufficient 

strength have arrived.

The Organization of the Basis Area Tunisia (Code Name BRAUN) 

The basis area is placed under the exclusive command of OB South; 

General der Panzer NEHRING, local Commander in Chief of the Tunisian area 

is assigned to OB South. According to advice received from the Duce, the 

Italians have no objections and will dispatch troops to Tunisia as speedily 

as possible. The basis area must be organized in a race with the Americans. 

The following major units will be transferred to Tunisia: the 10th Panzer 

Division (Marseille), Goering Division (Cognac), and the 334th Infantry 

Division (Kriemhilde Division). The activation of this Division from re 

placement training units in the ZI Theater of War was ordered on 8 November. 

The divisions will be transferred as they are ready for shipment, depending,



MS # C-065a _n8_ 

of course, upon the availability of rolling stock. A special task detach 

ment of the 3D, in the strength of seven officers and seventeen men will 

also be dispatched to Tunisia.

For several weeks, General KESSELRBIG, Commander in Chief of OB South, 

has been endeavoring to clarify and reorganize the chain of command in the 

Italian area. Ministerialdirigent BERNDT, General ROMMEL'S special-missions 

staff officer, saw the Fuehrer again in the evening of 12 November in order 

to convey new complaints of the field marshal against General Von RINTELEN. 

The Deputy Chief of Armed Forces Operations Staff now suggested the appoint 

ment of OB South as the only Wehrmacht commander in the Mediterranean area. 

The Fuehrer approved this suggestion and gave the following instructions 

for the drafting of the pertinent directive:

OB South will be Commander in Chief of: (l) Second Air Force, which 

is employed in the Mediterranean area; (2) the basis area Tunisia; and 

(j) the entire coastal defense in the Mediterranean area (such is the 

wording of my notes. Actually, the directive probably refers to the 

defense of the coasts of Sicily and Tunisia only). OB South, furthermore, 

will represent all branches of the Jehrmacht in relations with the Supreme 

Command. General Von RBfTBLEM, German General attached to the Italian 

Armed Forces High Command in Home, and all his agencies wiU be assigned 

to OB South. General Von RBJTELEN retains his present Vfehrmacht functions, 

but will again primarily represent the Army at headquarters of OB South. 

OB South's authority over the German naval units employed in the Mediter 

ranean area will not be affected by this directive. General GAUSE,
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Authorized General of the German-Italian Panzer Army in Home, will be 

assigned to General HQl/KEL, and will handle the requests and wishes of the 

Panzer Army in accordance rath HOU^L'S orders. However, his actions will 

be governed by directives issued by OB South and he vd.ll not be authorized 

to requisition Italian ships on his own responsibility. The Chief of Army 

Supply and Administration at Home will not be assigned to him, but, as 

hitherto, to General Von HBJ

15 November 1942 

Situation ^eport:

German-French relations have become tense. French orders will be 

carried out in future only if they are approved by General Von. iGCELlOIJN, 

authorized representative of OB .jest in Vichy. The Deputy Chief of the 

Armed Forces Operations Staff has instructed General BLULffiNTfllTT, Chief of 

Staff of OB West, accordingly. General BLUlaMTHITT reports that the first 

trains carrying units of the 10th Panzer Division will be dispatched this 

afternoon, probably to Naples. The Fuehrer ordered the transfer of all 

&8 nun. Anti Aircraft Model 41 's available in Italy to the German-Italian 

Africa Panzer Army. Tobruk was evacuated on 13 November, and Derna and 

Bengasi will be evacuated within the next few days.

16 November 1942 

Situation Report:

East: General Von MAMSTEBJ is still in command of the Eleventh Army, 

and will assume command over Army Group A only after the attack on Toropez
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is carried out. The task force of the Eleventh Army is made up of the 

following divisions: the 12th Panzer Division, 3rd Mountain Division, 

83rd Infantry Division, and 291st Infantry Division. The Fuehrer insists 

upon the transfer of the 3rd and 5th Mountain Divisions from the Eleventh 

and Eighteenth Armies respectively to Army Group A in the Caucasus area, 

and the transfer of two jaeger divisions of Army Group North to Finland 

and Norway respectively. The 1st and 9th Panzer Divisions will remain 

in the area west of Subzoff for the time being. Of the Air Force ground 

divisions which are currently available, three divisions will relieve two 

infantry divisions in the southwestern sector of the Leningrad front at 

Oranienbaura, one vdll relieve the 20th Motorized Infantry Division, one a 

division of II Infantry Corps (At Demiansk) one a division at the Don front, 

and one will be employed in the Crimea. Three German U-boats have arrived 

in the Black Sea, where they are committed against the Russian naval forces, 

particularly the Russian battleship stationed at Poti.

North: Reports received from Sweden during the last days unanimously 

agree in the opinion that the events in North Africa have deeply impressed 

the Swedish Government, with reference to these reports, the Fuehrer states 

that he attaches greater importance to the absolute security of the northern 

area than to a far-reaching offensive in the east in the spring of 1943. 

He orders the reinforcement of the 25th Panzer Division (employed in Norway) 

by the transfer of Panzer Battalion 40 (committed in Finland), the ship 

ment of the 5th Jaeger Division to Norway and the 28th Jaeger Division
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to Finland, and the activation of an Air Force ground division in Norway 

for the purpose of relieving an Army division employed there.

West: According to a report received from the Chief of the Air Force 

General Staff, the following air forces are available to the Third Air 

Force, committed in the west under the command of Generalfeldmarschall 

SPERRLE: 9 reconnaissance squadrons, 10 2/3 bomber groups, 1/3 dive bomber 

group, 7 1/3 fighter groups, 1 2/3 fighter-bomber groups, 1/3 close-support 

group, and 1 night fighter group. OB West is instructed by teletype letter 

to exercise the utmost caution in co-operating -with the French Armed Forces. 

Five of ten replacement training divisions available in the area of OB West 

will be stationed in the communications zone of the newly occupied French 

territory. Six squadrons of the Garde Mobile are transferred to Marseille 

because of the uncertain attitude of the city's population. Toulon, which 

has not been occupied by German or Italian troops, will not be occupied by 

French Army troops, but will be defended only by French naval forces. On 

orders of the Fuehrer, preparations will be made for a surprise seizure of 

the French naval units lying in the harbor of Toulon. These preparations, 

which will be carried out in agreement with the Italians, must be kept 

strictly secret from the French. The Armed Forces Operations Staff is 

given the order to draft the pertinent directive.

Mediterranean Sea: According to reports received from Spain, the 

British asked the Spanish Government on 12 November whether the latter 

would grant them the permission to occupy the isle of Minorca for a period 

of a few months. The Spanish General Staff is informed of these reports.
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The draft of a directive concerning the reorganization of the chain of 

command in the Mediterranean area has not yet been submitted to the Fuehrer. 

The original plan, meanwhile, has been modified in respect to the position 

of General GAUSE. He will not be appointed Authorized General in Rome, but 

will serve only as the representative of General ROMEL and General NEHRING 

at OB South. Strong British and American forces have crossed the Algerian- 

Tunisian border. French Admiral PLATQN arrived in Bizerte on 15 November 

at 0900 hours. He has been ordered by Marshal PETAIN to clarify the sit 

uation in Tunisia, and to ascertain how the co-operation of the French 

division stationed there with the forces of the Axis Powers could be put 

into practice. Admiral PLATON has not received any definitive orders 

because several members of the French Cabinet refuse to support Minister 

President LAVAL. The attitude taken by Admiral PIATON and by the French 

division in Tunisia in the face of the advance of the British and American 

forces across the Tunisian border appears utterly obscure. The utmost 

vigilance there is essential. The harbor of Tunis is open, the barrier 

there has been removed.

General JODL is under the impression that General RQLMEL intends to 

withdraw the German-Italian Panzer Army beyond the Mersa el Brega position 

(southwest of Agedabia) to a position based on a large salt lake.

On orders of the Fuehrer, one of the Air Force ground divisions which 

will be activated in December will be transferred to Crete. However, the 

transfer will be effected only after the shipment of the 22nd (Airborne)
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Division1* is completed, in order to prevent the division's remaining idle 

in Greece. Furthermore, the Fuehrer considers it advisable to reinforce 

the occupation troops in the Peloponnesus.

17 November 1942 

Situation Report:

Imest: The Commander in Chief of the Navy has suggested the fortific 

ation of the coast of the North Sea in a manner similar to the Vilest Wall, 

apparently prompted by a desire to protect himself. From France, approxim 

ately one half of the units of the 6th Panzer Division have left for the 

east and six trains carrying elements of the Goering Division have been 

dispatched to Italy. The attitude of the French remains uncertain. OB Y/est 

therefore ordered the withdrawal of the French troops from the Mediterranean 

coast. Within the Armed Forces Operation Staff, the opinion prevails that 

the unfavorable development in France is essentially a result of HITLSR'S 

consideration for Italy. General Von RDJTELEN, German General in Rome, 

reported last night that an agreement has been reached with the Italians 

on the demarcation line between the respective zones of occupation. The 

Rhone valley with its railways and roads will belong to the German zone, 

but the Italians have been granted the right to use the roads on the eastern 

bank jointly with the Germans. Additional agreements will be concluded 

between OB West and the Italian Fourth Army directly.

* As far as I can remember, this division was not transferred to North 
Africa, as was HITLER'S intention on 4 September (see p. 27), but from. 
Greece to Crete; however, its shipment was not yet completed on 16 No 
vember.
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Mediterranean Area: Last night, OB South received a preliminary order 

from HITLER concerning the chain of command in the Mediterranean area. The 

powers of OB South will be limited to the southern area including Crete, 

Greece, southern Italy, and Worth Africa. General GAUSE will not be the 

representative of General ROLMEL, but a representative of the Army for the 

two theaters of operations in North Africa. KAUFMANN, Reichsstatthalter 

(equivalent to civilian governor) of Hamburg, has been appointed Reich 

Commissioner with the functions of requisitioning shipping space in the 

Mediterranean and directing its employment according to urgency. General 

Von TOEHLISCH, Chairman of the Armistice Commission in Wiesbaden, reports 

that, according to reliable information, French Army and Air Force officers, 

in a treacherous manner, had paved the way for the American landings in 

Morocco long ago. Admiral DARLAN deserted to the Americans as early as 

11 November.

General NSHRING has assumed the command in Tunisia. The code name 

BRAUM need not to be used any longer. The 5th Parachute Regiment (The Koch 

Regiment, see under 5 November) has arrived in Tunis. The German security 

forces are engaged in combat with British and American motorized forces 

100 kilometers west of Tunis.

German U-boats in the Mediterranean: After the transfer of additional 

U-boats, eighteen U-boats have lately been available in the western Mediter 

ranean. Of these, three were probably sunk during the last few days and 

seven were returned to ZI ports after having been damaged by depth bonbs. 

Thus, only eight U-boats are currently committed against the enemy. Eight 

U-boats were employed in the eastern Mediterranean. Of these, one was
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sunk during the last few days. Until the end of November, the assignment

of four U-boats can be expected.

18 November 1942 

Situation Report:

In the Mediterranean, the 10,000-ton Italian tanker Giordano, bound 

for Tunis with a cargo of 4,000 tons of fuel, was sunk last night. OB South 

has ordered General HEHRBJG to clarify the attitude of the French division 

in Tunisia not later than today. The forces under General NEHRIHG will 

advance farther to the west today. A British convoy of thirty ships coining 

from the east had reached a point level with Derna this morning. In accord 

ance with the order issued by the Commander in Chief of the Air Force, the 

10th Air Force ground division is being shipped to Crete, In the Rumanian 

petroleum area, the command was taken over by the Rumanian Air Force on 

17 November at 1200 hours. General Von GLAISE, German General in Croatia, 

reported last night that, according to HITLER'S decision, the Croatian 

Legion committed at the Eastern Front will not be returned to Croatia.

19 November 1942 

Situation Report:

In the course of the day alarming reports are received from the Chief 

of Army General Staff, who had remained at the headquarters of the Army 

High Command in East Prussia, concerning the Russian offensive which had 

long been expected by the Fuehrer and which was launched at the Don front 

in the sector opposite the Romanian Third Army this morning. On orders
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of its chief, the Armed Forces Operations Staff will make preparations for 

the establishment of the Liilitary Administration in the newly occupied French 

territory.

20 November 19^2 

Situation Report:

The Chief of Army General Staff reports that the Russians have achieved 

deep penetrations in the sector of the Humanian Third Army. The situation 

is still somewhat obscure. In the afternoon, the Fuehrer orders the 

disintegration of the attack group of the Eleventh Army and the transfer 

of the Eleventh Army Command Staff from V/itebak to Army Group B for 

employment in command of Army Group Don, which vd.ll comprise the Fourth 

Panzer Army, Sixth Army, Rumanian Fourth Army, and Rumanian Third Army. 

General LQEHR, Commander in Chief of OB Southeast, reports growing dis 

turbances throughout the Balkans. General LOEHR saw the Duce within the 

last few days, and the latter suggested to the Fuehrer the establishment 

of a joint German-Italian command for the entire Croatian area.

21 November 1942

On orders of General JODL, the field echelons of the Armed Forces 

Operations Staff move from Salzburg to the Jaeger-Kaserne (riflemen 

barracks) in Strupp near Berchtesgaden during the forenoon hours.



MS # 065a -127- 

Distribution of the Flying Formations of the Air Force along the

Eastern Front

Fourth
Air Force: 9 bomber 4 1/3 Dive 8 1/3 fighter 2 1/3 long-range 1 1/3 

groups bomber groups fighter close 
groups groups support

of them: (3 Romanian) (4 1/3 allied)

Don
Air Forces 1/3 bomber gr. 0 " 1 1/3 fighter group
Headquarters (Hungarian)

Eastern
Air Forces 7 bomber 2 Dive 
Headquarters groups bomber

groups

(1 allied)

4 1/3 fighter
groups 

(1/3 allied)

groups

1/3 close
support
group

First
Air Force: 3 "

Northern
Air Force 1 "
Command
and Fifth
Air Force

1 Dive 3 fighter groups
bomber
group

1 " 2 2/3 " " 1/3 aerial torpedo group

Total: 20 1/3 bomber groups, 8 1/3 Dive bomber groups, 19 2/3 fighter

groups, 2 1/3 long-range fighter groups, 1 2/3 close-support groups 

and 1/3 aerial torpedo group (of them: 9 groups of the allied air 

forces), each group comprising an average of 20 planes ready to 

take off, totaling 52 2/3 groups, comprising about 1,054 planes.

Situation Report:

The Russians were able to deepen considerably the penetration achieved 

by them in the sector of the Rumanian Third Army between Kletskaja and
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Serafimowitsch. To?rard noon on 20 November, Russian tank spearheads, 

advancing in the upper Liska Valley, reached the area of Gurejew and south 

of it. South of Stalingrad and in the Kalmuck Steppe too, the Russians, 

employing powerful forces including numerous tanks, launched attacks against 

the eastern flank of the Fourth Panzer Army arid the Rumanian Fourth Army.

Last night the British Air Force carried out a heavy attack on Turin. 

The casualties amounted to twenty-eight killed and a great number wounded. 

In Lybia, the enemy took Bengasi yesterday.

In the evening the Fuehrer orders the Sixth Army, with headquarters 

reportedly at Kalatsch, to hold the western and southern cornerstones of 

its position under all circumstances. The 22nd Panzer Division, which is 

employed in the area behind the Rumanian Third Army, will attempt to 

establish contact with the Rumanian 1st Panzer Division by means of launch 

ing an attack in a northerly direction. The elements of the Sixth Army 

which arrive in the area around Kalatsch will attack in a northwesterly 

direction. The following units are approaching: the 6th and llth Panzer 

Divisions, 3rd Mountain Division from the west and, the 294th Infantry 

Division, hitherto employed in the area behind the Italian Eighth Army, 

and the 62nd Infantry Division*. The bulk of the 22nd (Airborne) Division 

has arrived on the Isle of Crete.

22 November 1942 

Situation Report:

The Fuehrer appointed General Von KLEIST, hitherto Commander in

I do not remember where this division came from.
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Chief of the First Panzer Array, to the post of Commander in Chief of Army 

Group A, and General der Kavallerie Von MACKMSM to the post of Commander 

in Chief of the First Panzer Army. Alarm units are employed for the pro 

tection of the important railroad junction of Tichorezk. The two spearheads 

of the great Russian offensive in the Don-Yolga area have joined forces at 

Kalatsch. As a result, the Sixth Army is pocketed between the Volga and 

the Don. This Army is holding approximately the follovdng line: Stalingrad- 

Rynok-Orlowka - a point north of the Konnaja railroad station (west of 

Orlowka) - a point south of the Kotluban railroad station - southwest to 

the heights extending from Kotluban to Dmitrijewka - a point west of 

Marinowka. From this point the Army's southern front extends to Stalin 

grad via Zybenko.

Toward noon the Armed Forces Operations Staff receives the order from 

the Berghof to depart for "n/olfsschanze." The Fuehrer and his closest 

advisers, General KEITEL and General JGDL, will leave tonight on HITLER'S 

special train, probably for Leipzig, where they will board a plane for 

"Tvolfsschanze." An advance party of the Armed Forces Operations Staff 

will leave Salzburg tonight on a courier coach attached to the scheduled 

express train for Berlin. From Berlin it will proceed to "Jolfsschanze" 

by plane. The first echelon (Colonel Von BUTTIAR with several Army and 

Air Force General Staff officers) ?dll leave for "Wolfsschanze" tomorrow 

morning at 0800 hours by direct plane from Einring airdrome near Salzburg. 

In the afternoon of 23 November the bulk of the Armed Forces Operations 

Staff will leave the Jaeger-Kaserne in Strupp to board the special train 

"Atlas" which is waiting at the Bischofswiesen railroad station (at the
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line Berchtesgaden-Reichenhali; and is scheduled to depart at 2000 hours. 

The train will go via Freilassing-Munich-Nureraberg-Halle-Kottbus-Posen- 

Allenstein to "Wolfssehanze" (Goerlitz station east of Rastenburg) where 

the "Atlas" is scheduled to arrive shortly after 0100 hours on 25 November. 

The Armed Forces Operations Staff will return to its bunkers and barracks 

in Second Sperrkreis* during the forenoon hours.

25 November 1942 

Situation Report:

East: The Fuehrer is confident with regard to the situation of the 

Sixth Army. The 294th and 62nd Infantry Divisions arrived quickly and 

have joined forces with the 22nd Panzer Division. In addition, the 336th 

Infantry Division is being moved up from the west. There is reason to 

expect that the 6th and llth Panzer Divisions will also arrive soon. The 

Chief of Staff of the Rumanian Fourth Army, German Colonel I.G. VffiMCK, is 

organizing a defensive front along the Tschir. The first reserves have 

arrived at the Fourth Panzer Army in Kotelnikowo. General HAUFFE, Chief 

of the German Military Mission in Rumania, has urged Marshal ANTOMESCU to 

make additional Rumanian forces available. General Von MANSTEIN will 

assume the command over Army Group Don tomorrow. The pocketed Sixth 

Army has been able to hold all its fronts. However, its supply situation 

is critical and, in view of adverse winter weather and the enemy superiority 

in fighter planes, it appears doubtful whether it will be possible to

~- Second security ring around HITLER'S headquarters. (Translator)
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supply the army by air with necessary food rations, ammunition, and fuel, 

which total 700 tons daily. The Fourth Air Force has only 298 transport 

planes available, but approximately 500 planes are needed. Therefore, 

General Freiherr Von RICHTHOFEN, Commanding General of VIII Air Force Corps 

committed in the Stalingrad area, suggested to the Fuehrer that the Sixth 

Army should first conduct a withdrawal toward the west and resume the attack 

at a later time. However, the Fuehrer bluntly rejected this suggestion. 

In the sector opposite the Ninth Army, the enemy launched an attack with 

strong forces at Subzoff this morning. General MODEL is not worried about 

his eastern front, but fears for the western front, especially for the 

sector east of Belyj. For two days the enemy has also been launching 

fierce attacks against WelikLje Luki.

In the Ukraine, according to a report by the liaison officer of the 

Economy and Armament Office attached to the Armed Forces Operations Staff, 

we utilized 23 percent of the arable area this year, while 35 percent had 

been utilized under the Russians. However, the Fuehrer received a report 

to the effect that we had utilized 36 percent.

?fest: Reports received from various sources deal with the increasing 

unreliability of the French Navy. The Fuehrer, therefore, decided to carry 

out Operation LILA (seizure of the French naval units lying in Toulon harbor) 

as speedily as possible. OB West reports that the operation can be carried 

out tomorrow if he receives advance notice before 1600 hours. In answer to 

an inquiry, OB West reports that the forces of the three reserve divisions 

which will carry out the operation have been moved into their assembly areas.
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Four U-boats can be in position off Toulon at dawn and seven of them by noon. 

The Armed Forces Operations Staff will prepare a brief containing the charges 

and the evidence on the basis of which the Fuehrer will prove to the French 

Minister President that the measures against the French Wavy were unavoid 

able. Reference will be made in this brief to the discovery of the arms 

depot in Nimes. The question of the seizure of the French merchantmen lying 

in the harbor of Marseille is closely connected with Operation LILA. The 

Fuehrer has made it absolutely clear that these ships have to be taken over 

by German crews with the utmost speed. There must be no jurisdictional 

disputes between the German Navy and Reich Commissioner KAUFMANN.

26 November 1942 

Situation Report:

East: In the area of Army Group B, (General Von MANSTEIH will assume 

the command over Army Group Don tomorrov;), the first four trains carrying 

elements of the 6th Panzer Division arrive via Rostow-Salsk on the line 

to Kotelnikowo today. According to prisoner of war statements, the enemy 

himself is surprised at his great successes south of Stalingrad. Reportedly, 

he had intended only to reach the railroad line Rostow-Stalingrad and is 

now undecided whether to continue his operations south of the Don. Now 

he seems to have committed a tank corps in an attack toward the southwest. 

The Sixth Army intends to abandon the Don bridgehead* tonight (it is 

possible however that the night of 25 - 26 November is meant) and to

At Peskowatka and Uertjatschij, however, it seems that this bridgehead 
was already evacuated on 26 November.
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withdraw to a northeast-southwest line, i.e. the line Kotluban-kSarinowka, 

in order to free forces for a thrust toward the southwest. The enemy is 

moving up reserves into the area of Swoboda (south of Woronesh), a fact 

which indicates that he intends to attack there. The evacuation of the 

Woronesh bridgehead in order to free one division is contemplated.

In the area of Army Group Center, the enemy continues his attacks 

against the eastern and western front of the Ninth Army in the east, particu 

larly at Ssytschewka, in order to reach the railroad line Wjasrna-Rshew. In 

the west, the Stalin Corps has been committed at Belyj, and it is safe to 

assume that the enemy main effort is concentrated there.

The 28th Jaeger Division (Eighteenth Army) is transferred to the 

Twentieth Mountain Army in Finland.

West: The Fuehrer does not approve the time set by OB West for the 

start of Operation LILA, at 0400 hours tomorrow, because he regards this 

hour as too early for the Air Force. However, the hour is not changed. 

In a letter to the Duce, the Fuehrer informed the latter that the Italians 

should take over the French Navy and that the German Navy would claim only 

some minor vessels as a loan for the duration of the war. In his letter 

to Marshal PSTABI of 11 November, HITLER stated, inter alia, that he con 

sidered it his task to reconquer the French colonial empire in joint action 

with the French. North Africa: British-American motorized forces yester 

day advanced as far as Medjez-el-Bab (45 kilometers southwest of Tunis). 

The Fuehrer approves General JODL'S suggestion to commit the German air 

forces in the area of the German-Italian ^anzer Army against the rear of
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British Eight Army's approach zone in the same manner as the British Air 

Force had been committed at the start of the offensive.

27 November 1942 

Situation Report:

East: Army Group Don took over its sector this morning at 0800 hours. 

The distribution of the enemy forces in the Stalingrad area seems to favor 

the Sixth Army's intentions considerably. The Sixth Army's food situation 

is better than had been assumed hitherto. Only 2? Ju 52 Model planes flew 

to the Stalingrad area yesterday. There are 298 of these planes available, 

capable of carrying 600 tons of supplies to Stalingrad dally. At present, 

700 tons are required daily, and this requirement will increase to 1,500 

tons daily once the stockpiled supplies are exhausted. In the area of 

Army Group Center, the situation at Belyj remains obscure. On HITLER'S 

orders, the sector of T/elikije Luki will be added to the sector of Army 

Group Center. The fuel consumption at the eastern front is very low. At 

present, it amounts to 3,100 cubicmeters daily: the Fuehrer has authorized 

the amount of 3,500 cubicmeters daily only for Army Groups A and B.

West: This morning, Operation LILA ?/as started and carried out in 

Toulon proper without encountering much resistance. The French wavy 

scuttled most of its own units, and the battleship Strasbourg was beached. 

Simultaneously with the execution of this operation, the French Army was 

disarmed. The Fuehrer is pleased over the fact that this danger in the 

rear of the German troops has now been eliminated. He expects LAVAL to
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stay in office and wants to meet him. HITLER is not very much in favor 

of establishing a military administration in the newly occupied French 

territory, as he believes that the French civil administration and police 

will suffice. OB West is of the same opinion. Therefore, only static 

agencies will be established for the German troops and the apparatus of 

the military administration in the originally occupied French territory 

will be reduced as far as possible. The so-called blocked depots, which 

had been established in unoccupied France in terms of the armistice, in 

which the surrendered arms and equipment of the French Armed Forces were 

stored, are to be taken over as speedily as possible. On a suggestion made 

by the Air Force, the Fuehrer decided that personnel of the disbanded units 

of the French Armed Forces can be immediately taken into German service, 

especially the Air Warning Service, the anti-aircraft artillery, and coast 

batteries. Such personnel will be compensated on the basis of existing 

French conditions and wiH be subject to German military law. In addition, 

the French real estate and shipyards will be taken over. The Armed Forces 

Operations Staff will formulate these orders in writing. According to 

an order by HITLER, the German Air Force will take over the air defense 

in Toulon for the time being. The Fuehrer definitely has no objections to 

the transfer of French arms and equipment to Italy, and he has also author 

ized the production of Tiger panzers by the Italians under license.

General FOERTSCH, Chief of Staff of the Southeast Commander Military 

District, acting on orders received from General LOEHR, suggested the 

retransfer of the Croatian regiment which is being trained in Stockerau
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(north of Vienna) to Croatia. However, Generaloberst FRQMM, Chief of Army 

Equipment and Commander in Chief of the Replacement Training Army, requested 

that the regiment be left in Stockerau at least until 1 January 1943 because 

it is not yet ready for action. General Von GLAISE, German General in 

Croatia, has been advised accordingly. The demolition of the railroad 

bridge at Thermopylae in Greece by partisans has resulted in an 8-day in 

terruption of traffic on the line Salonika-Athens.

28 November 1942 

Situation Report:

East: The Army General Staff has received reports to the effect that the 

Russians intend to establish themselves on the Crimea. The Fuehrer approves 

General ZEITZLER'S suggestion to transfer SS and alarm units of the Military 

District Commander Ukraine to the threatened area. In the sector of Army 

Group A, additional alarm units are employed for the protection of the 

Manytsch line. In the sector of Army Group Don, only thirty Ju 52 Model 

planes flew to the Stalingrad area yesterday. The estimated strength of 

the German and Rumanian forces pocketed there is approximately 400,000 men 

(actually, twenty-tyro German divisions and several Rumanian units totaling 

about 330,000 men were in the pocket). In the sector opposite the Italian 

Eighth Army and the Hungarian Second Army, strong enemy forces are con 

centrated, apparently for an attack against the railroad line Millerowo- 

Swoboda running in the area behind the front line in that sector. On General
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ZEITZLSR'S request, one division will be transferred to this sector from 

the west.

In the area of Army Group Center, enemy tank forces penetrated as far 

as the railroad line Wjasma-Rshew early this morning. *,felikije-Luki is 

practically encircled by the enemy. The Fuehrer assumes that this strong 

point is adequately provided with supplies. In the area of Army Group North, 

the enemy resumed his attacks against the corridor connecting II Infantry 

Corps with the bulk of Army Group's forces (the Demiansk pocket) from the 

south and north this morning. General ZEITZLER, reporting to the Fuehrer, 

voices his objection against the transfer of the 28th Jaeger Division on 

the ground that this division cannot be spared in the sector of the Eight 

eenth Army. However, HITLER insists upon the Division's transfer to the 

Twentieth Mountain Army in Finland. The Twentieth Lountain Army intends 

to employ the Division in the area behind the center of its front. Accord 

ing to an estimate by Division Foreign Armies East of the Army General Staff, 

it must be assumed that 5,000 - 6,000 tanks are available to the Iiussians. 

Thirty-two Russian tank brigades are employed at Stalingrad, and twelve 

are committed in the sector opposite the eastern front of the Ninth Army.

VJest: The Fuehrer declares that the Armistice Pact has to be re 

garded as void. The Armed Forces Operations Staff will order the Armistice 

Commission in i.iesbaden to transfer personnel that can be spared there. 

On HITLER'S orders, no measures aiming at re-establishing the French Armed 

Forces will be taken in the near future. However, the police and the Garde 

Mobile* will be reinforced. No French crews are left on the French naval

* mobile police unit
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units at Toulon. A number of French mine sweepers are taken over by the 

German Navy to serve as escort vessels.

Mediterranean area: The French forces in Tunisia have given a loyalty 

pledge. Therefore no compulsory measures are iniposed, at least upon the 

French naval units stationed there. General ROMMEL will arrive at HITLER'S 

headquarters this afternoon at 1630 hours in order to report to the Fuehrer 

on the situation in Lybia. He will fly back to Rome with the Reichsmarschall 

tonight. The strength of the German troops employed on Crete is 36 - 38,000 

men. The employment of the 10th Air Force Ground Division on the Peloponnesus 

rather than on Crete is contemplated. A suggestion to transfer this division 

to the Isle of Rhodes, which also is regarded as threatened, is rejected by 

the Fuehrer, who does not wish to interfere with Italian sovereignty.

29 November 1942

Distribution of the Flying Formations of the Air Force along the

Eastern Front

Fourth
Air Force: 9 bomber 5 Dive B fighter 2 long-range 2 2/3 close-support 

groups bomber groups fighter groups 
groups groups

Don
Air Forces 1 " 0 " 2 »
Headquarters

Eastern
Air Forces 7 " 3 " 4 1/3"
Headquarters

First
Air Force 3 " 0 » 3 "
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Northern
Air Force 1 bomber 1 Dive 2 2/3 fighter 1 1/3 aerial torpedo groups
Command and group bomber groups
Fifth group
Air Force:

Total: 21 bomber groups, 9 Dive bomber groups, 20 fighter groups, 

2 long-range fighter groups, 2 2/3 close-support groups 

and 1 1/3 aerial torpedo groups, each group comprising 

an average of 20 planes ready to take off, totaling 56 

groups, comprising about 1,120 planes.

Situation Report:

East: A Russian submarine carrying out a reconnaissance mission was 

observed near the coast of the Crimea yesterday. In the area of the Command 

er of the Ukraine Military District the following troops are available for 

reinforcement of the forces employed on the Crimea:

(1) Nine alarm battalions comprising 600 men each without heavy 

weapons, their personnel procured, not from the field forces, but from 

the administrative services, such as delousing stations, railroad depot 

commanders, etc.

(2) The Slovakian division.

In the area of Army Group A, the enemy is being reinforced in the 

sector opposite the Seventeenth Army. The Sixth Army has withdrawn its 

northwestern front according to plan. The Sixth Army still has available, 

inter alia, an ammunition dump with 30,000 rounds for light field howitzers. 

At the newly organized Hollidt Group, committed at the Tschir, the German
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and Rumanian forces \vill be consolidated. In the area of Army Group Center, 

the situation at Belyj is still obscure; the situation at Welikije Luki 

no longer is regarded as alarming. The Fuehrer rejected General Von KLUGE'S 

suggestion to withdraw the front there as far as the railroad at Novo 

Sokolniki. The strong point of i/elikije Luki is supplied with food rations 

for fourteen days, but the Fuehrer deems this inadequate. Ten thousand tons 

of supplies have been brought up by rail and on motor trucks to the area of 

Demiansk yesterday.

West: The Third Air Force reported to the Air Force Operations Staff 

this morning that the speed with which the discharge of personnel of the 

French Air Force is being carried out makes its transfer into German service 

impossible. General of the Infantry Von STUELPNAGEL, Military Commander in 

France, reported that some of the orders issued by HITLER on 27 November 

conflicted with French sovereignty. The Fuehrer takes an entirely different 

position. He desires that the newly occupied French territory be utilized 

for the purpose of the German Viehrmacht to the greatest possible extent. 

The adherents of General de GAULLE will be shipped to the Eastern Front to 

shovel snow there. The deputy Chief of Armed Forces Operations Staff in 

structs General Von STUELPNAGEL accordingly. The monthly fat ration in 

the newly occupied French territory has been reduced from 410 to 350 grams.

Mediterranean area: Last night the British Air Force carried out 

another heavy air attack on Turin; approximately 180 planes took part in 

the attack. The Italians have requested us to dispatch a German commission 

to Italy to advise them on coast defense. Upon a suggestion made by
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General JODL, OB South will be instructed to procure ample supplies of maps 

of Italy because it may soon be necessary to assist the Italians in the 

defense of their coasts. In Tunisia, British and American forces occupied 

the Djedeida airdrome and reached Pont du Fahs yesterday. American para 

chutists were dropped in the area of Sbeitla and Gafsa. In his report 

yesterday, General ROMMEL stated that the ration strength of the German- 

Italian Panzer Army at present is about 60 - 70,000 men*. Casualties since 

the start of the British offensive amount to a total of approximately 

nine thousand men. On General ROMMEL'S suggestion, HITLER requested the 

Duce by telegram to intensify the supply traffic to North Africa.

Greece: As a result of the destruction of the railroad bridge at 

Thermopylae, the reconstruction of which will take six to eight weeks, the 

daily traffic of eight trains on the Salonika-Athens line had to be reduced 

by 2 1/2 trains.

Balkans: The Russian successes at Stalingrad have prompted the Rumanians 

and Hungarians to seek an understanding. If the Balkans should appear threat 

ened, the Hungarian and Bulgarian forces will be employed in the defense of 

the peninsula. The Fuehrer does not wish to hinder the Croatians in their 

action against the Serbs, motivated by the vendetta which is customary in 

these parts.

3<J November 194? 

Situation Report:

East: The Sixth Army intends to withdraw its northwestern front again.

Against 82,000 men prior to the offensive launched by the British 
Eighth Army.
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Out of 3# Ju 52 Model planes which took off yesterday, only 12 were able 

to reach the Stalingrad area. The enemy is expected to launch strong 

attacks against the sectors held by the Italian Eighth Army and the Hun 

garian ^econd Army respectively. The Fuehrer blames the Army for the utterly 

inadequate equipment of Italian and Rumanian forces with antitank guns. 

He orders the immediate transfer of guns from the depots of the French Armed 

Forces and from the blocked depots for conversion into antitank guns. 

He also sharply criticizes the Army for its failure to adequately equip 

the support units employed in the area behind the two armies with heavy 

weapons. Additional units will be transferred to the threatened fronts.

West: Referring to the situation in France, the Fuehrer states that, 

in his opinion, the French Mediterranean coast is not threatened at all. 

Only the coastal sectors which are occupied by the Italians could per 

haps be regarded as endangered. Therefore, the three reserve divisions 

employed in the coastal area can be withdrawn and assembled for Operation 

GISELA (march into Spain and Portugal in case of a British landing there). 

The Fuehrer, in this connection, states that German interests are best 

served by a neutral Spain. The delivery of German arms to Spain could 

only jeopardize that country's neutrality. In case of a British landing 

attempt on the Iberian Peninsula, the Spanish could be induced to put up 

vigorous resistance only by our own launching of offensive operations into 

Spain. As far as France is concerned, the Fuehrer trusts that the SD 

(Security Service) will uncover the secret arms depots which undoubtedly 

still exist. Promises made by French officers to the effect that they will 

no longer fight against Germany will not be accepted in the future.

Mediterranean area: Last night another air attack was carried out on
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Turin by approximately fifty planes of the British Air Force. The transfer 

of a hundred 88 ram. anti-aircraft batteries with German crews to northern 

Italy will be carried out gradually beginning today. The batteries will 

eventually be taken over by the Italians. In addition, the Fuehrer orders 

the transfer of ten Flak battalions, each of them comprising four 88 mm. 

batteries, to Tunis and Bizerte respectively. These 88 mm. anti-aircraft 

guns, totaling 5^0 pieces, represent the production of an entire month. 

The Fuehrer instructed OB South by telegram to disarm the French forces and 

naval units stationed in Tunisia. The battery and ship crews will be made 

up of personnel of the German Navy. In addition, OB South was authorized 

to commit the 4?th Infantry in Tunisia. An additional regiment will be 

transported to Italy by air for commitment in Tunisia.

(Signed) Helmuth GK2IMER 

15 June 1949
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1 December 1942 

Situation Report:

East: Thirty Ju 52 and thirty-five He 111 Model planes flew to the 

Stalingrad area yesterday. The Sixth Army's food supplies are sufficient

to last until 5 December, and its ammunition for heavier calibers will last 

until 12 December. According to an estimate by the Army General Staff, the 

following quantities of war materiel of every kind have been shipped from 

Great Britain and the United States respectively to Soviet Russia during 

the period from May to November: 250,000 tons via Murmansk, 100,000 tons 

a month via Iran, 100,000 tons a month via Vladivostok and other ports of 

the Far East, totaling 1,650,000 tons. According to General ZEITZLSR'3 

estimate, the number of tanks delivered to the Soviet Union amounts to 400 

a month. During the winter, the deliveries will be carried out principally 

via Murmansk and Archangelsk. (sic)

According to an order by HITLER, the coast batteries in Tunis will be 

taken over by the German naval coast artillery, and the French warships 

stationed there, by Italian crews.

The Reichsmarschall reported to the Fuehrer from Rome that he had failed 

in his efforts to convince the Duce that, in Lybia, the Mersa-el-Brega position 

(see under 16 November) has to be held. The Duce insisted that the position 

should be held only as long as it were possible to do so without sustaining 

major casualties, and that the forces then should be withdrawn to the el- 

Buerat position. The Mersa-el-Brega position could not be held indefinitely
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because, owing to the deep arid waste in its rear, it could not be provided 

with supplies.

A study dealing with the American military objectives in the war pre 

pared by General Von BOETTICHEft, former German Military Attache in Washington 

D. C. (who, since his return from the United States, has been assigned to 

the OKW for special assignments), prompted General JODL to order General 

WARLIMONT on 29 November to prepare a new estimate of the over-all situation. 

For this estimate, which should not comprise more than three pages, General 

JODL yesterday gave the following directives: being Europe's outpost area, 

North Africa has to be held under all circumstances. As a prerequisite, 

sea transportation must be accelerated. (The Reichsmarschall discussed this 

problem with the Duce yesterday.) If Worth Africa should be lost, an 

Anglo-American attack against southeastern Europe via the Dodecanese, Crete, 

and the Peloponnesus is to be expected. It is therefore necessary to pacify 

and secure the Balkans. In the west, no major enemy offensive appears to 

be imminent next spring. In the northern area, the enemy is likely to limit 

his activities to minor operations. In the east, finally, stable fronts 

have to be established to make it possible for the German forces to launch 

a spring offensive at least at one point. General JODL is of the opinion 

that the Russians are stronger now than at the beginning of last winter.

Therefore the manpower available in the occupied territories must be 

mobilized.
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2 December 1942 

Situation Report:

East: On its request, the First Panzer Army is authorized by the 

Fuehrer to withdraw its attack wedge east of Mosdok in order to free forces 

for the conduct of mobile operations. The Fourth Panzer Army is reinforced 

by transferring the 6th Panzer Division, one infantry division from the 

west, and one Air Force ground division to the Kotelnikowo area. It is not 

yet decided at what point the llth and l?th Panzer Divisions will be commit 

ted. General Von MANSTEIN will launch the attack in the direction of Stalin 

grad on 9 December. Only fifteen Ju 52 and twenty-five He 111 kodel planes 

flew to the Stalingrad area on 1 December. Russian pressure against the 

security line at the Tschir has increased during the last few days. The 

first antitank guns will arrive in the sectors of the Italian Eighth Army 

and the Hungarian Second Army respectively on 4 December. These guns are 

being transferred from Second Army. Area of Army Group Center: On orders 

of the Fuehrer, the 1st, 12th, 19th and 20th Panzer Divisions will now 

launch the counterattack (notes disclosing details of this intended 

operation are not available). Contact with the isolated strong point of 

¥felikije Luki will be re-established. The enemy has renewed his fierce 

attacks against the corridor connecting II Infantry Corps with the bulk 

of the forces of Army Group North. Army Group therefore suggested the 

relief of the 223rd Infantry Division in the sector of the Eighteenth 

Army by an Air Force ground division and its commitment in the corridor.
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The Fuehrer agrees, and also wants Tiger tanks, taken from those destined 

for shipment to Tunisia, to be moved up into the corridor.

West: Following his report on the situation in the west, General JODL 

broaches the subject of the assignment of the coast artillery. The Fuehrer 

declares that the most important task in coast defense is firing upon 

targets at sea and that therefore all suitable army batteries will be 

assigned to the naval doast artillery command headquarters.

Mediterranean: Last night two groups of light enemy naval units were 

observed northeast of the Balearic Islands. At 2240 hours, an additional

group of enemy naval units appeared north of Bizerte, and attacked a German- 

Italian convoy shortly after midnight, sinking or dispersing it. Apparently 

the convoy's cargo did not include any tanks. A second convoy with a cargo 

of sixty tanks arrived at an Italian port. The Fuehrer is very angry over 

the mounting losses of transports in the Mediterranean. Apparently the 

situation in Tunisia is not yet sufficiently clear to permit a decision 

on the chain of command there. General NEHRING has been removed from his 

post. In the northern sector, the commander of the 10th Panzer Division 

has assumed command.

3 Decamber 1942 

Situation Report:

The ration strength of the pocketed elements of the Sixth Army is not 

400,000 men as had been assumed hitherto, but only about 300,000.
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Seventy-three planes, half of them bombers, flew to the Stalingrad area 

yesterday, carrying 115 tons of food supplies, ammunition, and fuel. In 

the newly occupied French territory, the following demarcation line has 

been established between the German and Italian zones of occupation: 

St Julien (six kilometers southwest of Geneva)-Lyon (German)-Avignon 

(German-coast between ..arseille and Toulon (3ai de la Ciotat). The ship 

yard of Toulon, with 18,000 tons of fuel oil, is in German hands.

4 December 1942 

Situation Report:

Owing to unfavorable weather conditions, fog and ice formations at 

temperatures around zero degrees centigrade, no supply planes could fly to 

the Stalingrad area. The Fuehrer again contemplates the evacuation of 

the 7Joronesh bridgehead. However, the Second Army reported that its 

present positions around 'Joronesh are better than any support positions 

that could be occupied. In Tunisia a new army headquarters has been 

established, namely headquarters of the Fifth Panzer Army. General Von 

ARKIM, hitherto Commanding General of XXXIX Panzer Corps, ?/ho was promoted 

to the rank of Generaloberst for this very purpose, has been appointed to 

the post of commander in chief of the new army. The Fuehrer gave the 

order to ship all Tiger tanks wiiich had arrived in Italy to Tunisia rather 

than to the German-Italian 1'anzar Army. This morning, German-Italian forces 

took Tebourba, 30 kilometers west of Tunis.
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5 December 1942 

Situation Report:

Sector of the First Panzer Army: Last night, the Fuehrer gave his

approval for the withdrawal of those elements of III Panzer Corps .which 

have been holding positions far advanced to the south. However, the 

"Ossetische Highway" leading from Alagir to Kutais will remain blocked. 

Forty-nine Ju 52 and seventeen He 111 Model planes flew to the Stalingrad 

area yesterday. On HITLER'S orders, the 7th Panzer Division will be trans 

ferred from the west to Army Group Don and, for this purpose, be included 

in the west-east transportation schedule. (One armored division requires 

108 railroad trains; an infantry division with its complete authorized 

equipment, 73 trains.)

Area of Army Group Center: The enemy is not expected to achieve any 

major successes in his attacks at Subzoff which recently have spread south 

ward. The situation at Welikije Luki is regarded as critical!

Area of the Baltic Sea: The ice begins to form in the inner part of 

the Gulf of Finland. The SS Menes, which was sunk north of Bizerte on the 

night of 2 December, carried a cargo of 58-ton tanks and ammunition. The 

Fuehrer is very angry over the composition of the cargo, but thus far only 

the shipment of ammunition and fuel together with personnel has been 

prohibited.
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6 December 1942 

Situation Report:

OB West reports that the ?th Panzer Division will not be ready for

shipment until 26 December. On 4 December American four-motor-bombers 

carried out a very heavy air attack on Naples. The Italian Air T/arning 

Service failed completely. Following a report received from General ROMMEL 

to the effect that the withdrawal of the German-Italian Panzer Army from 

the Mersa-el-Brega position is not yet possible, the Supreme Command has 

not taken any action thus far (see under 1 December). In Greece, another 

railroad bridge was blown up by partisans on 5 December. OB Southeast 

reports that, in addition to one Landesschuetzen (regional defense) 

battalion, he will employ other forces in combatting the partisans.

7 December 1942 

Situation Report:

The Fuehrer made the following statement on the development of the 

situation: He assumes that, in addition to the operations in Worth Africa, 

the Anglo-Americans plan to carry out another operation in the Mediterranean 

area, the objective of which will be the Balkans. Appropriate counter- 

measures must be taken. After the transfer of the 10th Air Force Ground 

Division to Crete, that isle can be regarded as safe; however, the Island 

of Rhodes and the Peloponnesus are still threatened. In addition, the 

possibility of a thrust by enemy naval forces through the Strait of



K3 # C-065a -151- 

Ot rant o exists. Lloreover, Turkey's attitude has become uncertain. Against 

her, Bulgarian forces must be kept in readiness. It is not advisable to 

transfer Hungarian troops to Croatia because such measure would serve to 

strengthen Hungarian expansionist toward the Adriatic Sea. Above all, a 

German reserve group will be organized in the Balkans as speedily as possible; 

this group will be composed of Jaeger and fountain divisions, the cadres 

of which will be divisions of Army Group North and the SS Division "Prinz 

Eugen." The ultimate objective is the establishment of a combined operation 

al reserve with strong German forces as its nucleus.

North Africa: On HITLER'S orders, the Air Force will, apart from 

its local support of ground forces, direct its attacks exclusively against 

the enemy ports. At present, there are about five hundred saboteurs work 

ing for Germany in %>rth Africa. Admiral CATJA?JS and the Grand Mufti of 

Jerusalem intend to go to Tunisia to start additional sabotage activities.

Lybia: It seems that a considerable part of the British Eighth Army 

fails to pursue the German-Italian Panzer Army. The Fuehrer therefore is 

of the opinion that it would be a serious mistake to abandon the T.ersa-el- 

Brega position as long as sucL measure can be avoided. The Panser Army 

is strong enough to cope with the British forces now opposing it. On the 

other hand, it would be nearly impossible for the nonmotorized divisions 

to disengage themselves from the enemy at the end of fierce fighting. 

Therefore, the position must be held as long as the enemy is not reinforced. 

At present, the Fuehrer considers it an advantage that the Panzer Army
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lacks the fuel necessary for the conduct of a further withdrawal. The

Supreme Command will not be officially advised of HITLER'S position, but 

his opinion on the matter will serve to guide the German General attached 

to the Italian Armed Forces High Command in his discussions with the 

Supreme Command.

8 December 1942

Last night the Chief of Army General Staff obtained the Fuehrer's 

approval for severe measures against the dissipation of forces which has 

become habitual at the Eastern Front. The Fuehrer declared in this con 

nection that through such dissipation which has assumed inconceivable 

proportions, not a single man would be spared* The dissipation of the 

forces, HITLER added, is due to the failure to withdraw entire units from 

quiet front sectors in time.

Situation Report:

East: The impression prevails at Army Group Don that the enemy is 

concentrating a powerful force between Stalingrad and Kotelnikowo and is 

also assembling strong forces opposite the Tschir bridgehead. General 

Von LANSTEIN considers it necessary to defeat the latter forces first, 

before launching the attack toward Stalingrad aiming at the relief of the 

Sixth Army. The Romanian Third Army seems to be endangered again because 

the enemy is moving up forces against its sector. The l?th Panzer Division, 

therefore, will remain in the sector of this army. The ?th Panzer Division
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will be shipped from the west to Army Group Don as speedily as possible.

In the area of Army Group Center, XXX Infantry Corps, employed at 

the Ninth Army's western front, took Dubrawka yesterday and pocketed 

approximately 40,000 Russians. The Corps is being reinforced by the 

transfer of two thirds of the 52nd Infantry Division from the Second Army 

and by the moving up of reserves from the Smolensk area. The Fuehrer 

wishes that the advance strong points in the Welikije Luki area be held, 

while General Von KLUGE would prefer a withdrawal to a rearward position. 

The capacity of the field railroad leading to the Demjansk area is 500 

tons a day against a required 1,000 tons.

?/est: Referring to the question of the re-establishment of the French 

Armed Forces, HITLER once more declares that, primarily, the police and 

the Garde Mobile will be reinforced and that the antiaircraft defense will 

be left to the French. OB West will make his suggestions after a discussion 

of the matter with his subordinate commands within the next few days. A 

decision will then be made on the occasion of the next discussion between 

the Fuehrer and the Duce.

Mediterranean: In Tunisia, the demobilisation of the French land,

sea, and air forces is being carried out today under the supervision of 

General GAUSE. The Fuehrer is currently informed on the progress of the 

action. He approves General ROMMEL'S intention to hold the Mersa-el-Brega 

position with the motorized units of the German-Italian Panzer Army as 

long as possible. It is intended to have the 2Sth Jaeger Division relieved 

in the sector of the Eighteenth Army by an Air Force ground division,



MS # C-065a

beginning on 18 December, and to ship the former to Salonika.

While studying the estimate of the over-all situation prepared by the 

Armed Forces Operations Staff (see under 1 December), General JODL contem 

plates the employment of the Italian Alpini Corps and the two Romanian 

mountain divisions stationed in the Crimea in the Caucasus operation.

9 December 1942

On HITLER'S orders, a teletype letter was dispatched to OB South last 

night in which reference is made to the great disparity between the volume 

of the enemy seaborne supplies and those of the Axis. Precise information 

is requested about the possibilities of forwarding supplies to the forces 

in North Africa. Depending on the answer, the High Command, if necessary, 

will make very far-reaching decisions.

Situation Report:

East: Weather permitting, General Von MANST3IW will launch the 

attack aimed at the relief of the Sixth Army on 11 or 12 December, and 

expects to carry through the attack until 17 December. The Fuehrer is 

very confident; he wants to regain the old position at the Don. He is of 

the opinion that the first phase of the great Russian winter offensive has 

ended without resulting in decisive successes for the enemy.

Mediterranean: On HITLER'S orders, the air forces under OB South 

(Air Force 2) will be reinforced and committed principally against the 

Algerian ports. Therefore, fuel will be stored in Sardinia for the
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purpose of increasing the range of the bomber formations of Air Force 2 

through intermediate landings. The combat power of the enemy forces which 

reportedly are advancing south of Tunis toward the coast is regarded as 

rather limited. For the time being, the enemy is not expected to employ 

strong forces against the Tunisian basis area. The speedy transfer of 

additional forces to Tunisia appears therefore even more important. The 

Fuehrer wishes that particular attention be paid to the southeastern area. 

Developments in Turkey must be watched with the utmost suspicion. This 

country's uncertain attitude necessitates an acceleration of Bulgaria's 

armament.

10 December 1942 

Situation Report:

East: In the sector of the First Panzer Army, XXXX Panzer Corps will 

be made available for commitment at the Army's unprotected eastern flank. 

General Von HANST3IN will launch the attack from Kotelnikowo in a north 

easterly direction on 12 December. The attack from the Tschir bridgehead 

will be the second phase and the break-through of the Sixth Army toward 

the southwest will constitute the third phase. The 2?th Panzer Division 

and 306th Infantry Division are transferred to the Kotelnikowo area. 

The Fuehrer wants to organize an additional attack group, made up of the 

?th and l?th Panzer Divisions, for commitment with the Hollidt Group in 

an attack to be launched from the Tschir aimed at regaining the Don line. 

According to a report by the Chief of Army General Staff, rear units in
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the strength of 260,000 men are stationed in the Ukraine.

West: Generalfeldmarschall Von RUMJSTEDT, Commander in Chief of OB 

West, went to Vichy to see Marshal PETAIK today. According to a report 

received by telephone from General BLUMEWTRITT, Chief of Staff of OB West, 

it was intended to withdraw General NSUBROM, Authorized General in Vichy, 

from that post. However, the Fuehrer gave the order that the general will 

remain in Vichy for the time being and that he will not be recalled without 

the approval of the OKSf. The Fuehrer approved the release from captivity 

of all French railroad officials and employees.

Mediterranean: On orders of the Fuehrer, the so-called 999th African 

Brigade, which is made up entirely of penal prisoners, will not be trans 

ferred to Crete as originally intended, but to Tunisia. In Tunisia^ an 

important pass southwest of Tebourba was occupied and an enemy bridgehead 

south of the Medjerda taken yesterday. In view of representations made 

by the Italians, it has now been decided that the French destroyers stationed 

in Tunis will be taken over by the Italian Navy.

11 December 1942 

Situation Report:

East: Prisoner of war statements as well as intercepted radio messages 

show that, due to the bad weather, the Russian forces opposing the Seventeenth 

Army are encountering the same difficulties in bringing up supplies as 

Ruoff Army. The llth Panzer Division will be made available for Army Group 

Don's attack scheduled to be launched on 12 December, and, for this purpose,
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be withdrawn from its position in the Tschir bridgehead. The expected 

Russian attack against the positions held by the Italian Eighth Army was 

launched this morning. The Fourth Air Force therefore transferred forces 

to the Don Air Forces Headquarters. At the Ninth Army's western front, 

XXX Infantry Corps is engaged in fierce fighting with the pocketed enemy 

forces.

According to an estimate by the Air Force, the elements of the Royal 

Air Force based in Britain have approximately one thousand three hundred 

bombers available for commitment against the continent. Of these, about 

three hundred bombers are currently employed in operations against northern 

Italy. Apparently the British Air Force has postponed the launching of 

concentrated air attacks on western Germany until such time as more favorable 

weather sets in. On orders of the Fuehrer, naval barges will be built as 

speedily as possible in Toulon and other ports of the French Mediterranean 

coast. The Reichsmarschall returned from Italy yesterday, and will report 

to the Fuehrer today on his discussions with the Duce.

12 December 1942 

Situation Report:

Bast: The Fuehrer orders the withdrawal of "'tfLking" S3 Division from

its position in the sector of the First Panzer Army for the purpose of 

organizing a strong motorized reserve group made up of "Viking" S3 Division 

and the 3rd Panzer Division. In the area of the Don Army Group, the Hoth
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Panzer Group launched the attack this morning and good progress was made up 

to 0900 hours. Army Group is very confident as to the further progress 

of the attack because the strength of the opposing armored units has con 

siderably decreased. The llth Panzer Division will be assigned to the 

Hoth Panzer Group. The Fuehrer rejects General Von IIAWSTEIN'S suggestion 

to commit the 16th 1'otorized Division and 3rd fountain Division (perhaps 

the Rumanian 3rd liountain Division) in the task of covering the eastern 

flank of the Panzer Group. The shipment of the ?th Panzer Division from 

the west to the Eastern Front will start on 18 December.

Mediterranean: The British Air Force carried out a very heavy attack 

on Naples yesterday afternoon, causing heavy casualties among the civilian 

population. Turin too was attacked again last night, but only ten or 

fifteen planes took part in this attack. The German anti-aircraft batteries 

employed there comprise eleven heavy, two light, and two searchlight 

batteries. Off Bone, the vanguard of a major convoy has arrived. In 

Lybia the British Eighth Army resumed the attack yesterday. The security 

detachments of the German-Italian Panzer Army withdrew to the MLR.

The Fuehrer wants to see General Munoz GRANDE, commander of the Spanish 

250th Infantry Division, on 14 December. He wishes to see the Duce from 

17- - 19 December and Marshal AMTOMESCU on 20 and 21 December in order to

establish the political basis for further military decisions. In the dis 

cussions with Spain, her requests for arms will be granted if she will 

guarantee serious resistance against enemy landings. Germany, in such case,



MS # C-065a _159_

can only defend the Pyrenees; an advance into Spain cannot be undertaken 

until such time as adequate motorized forces are available. Then however, 

the German forces will thrust forward as far as the Ebro. A further subject 

to be discussed with the Spanish will be their attitude in case of a British 

landing in Portugal. Following the discussions with the Duce and Marshal 

ANTOHSSCU, discussions will be held also with the Bulgars, who will be 

summoned to HITLER'S headquarters. The Operations Division (Army) of the 

Armed Forces Operations Staff will work out plans regarding the assembly 

of Bulgarian troops for the occupation of the Chalcidice Peninsula and 

the advance into Turkey. All requests made to the Bulgars must be channelled 

through the Commander of the Southeast ICilitary District because no German 

general is attached to the Bulgarian Armed Forces. The German Military 

Attache in Sofia is the authorized representative of the jiilitary District 

Commander Southeast in the Bulgarian area.

13 December 1942 

Situation Report:

East: In view of the situation in the area of the Don Army Group, the

Fuehrer contemplates the withdrawal of the First Panaer Army from the Cau 

casus. In the sector of the Hoth Panzer Group, the 6th Panzer Division 

has advanced as far as the Aksai. General Von wANSTEIN reported that he 

is unable to achieve decisive successes with the two armored divisions 

committed in the attack and that, in view of the extending flanks, the 

forces at his disposal are no longer adequate. The Fuehrer decided to
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leave the llth Panzer Division in its present position in the Tschir bridge 

head because fierce enemy attacks are directed against this bridgehead, 

and to transfer the l?th Panzer Division instead to the Hoth Group. The 

impression prevails at Army Group B that the enemy may be simulating attack 

preparations in the sector opposite the Italian Eighth Army in order to 

tie down forces there.

According to a report by the Chief of Army General Staff, the situation 

at "i'felikije Luki is very unsatisfactory.

On 9 December the Fuehrer had expressed the desire to go to the Berghof 

for an extended stay to clear his mind for new decisions, and thus far he 

has not abandoned this idea. General ZEITZLSR now tries to persuade him 

to stay at "Wolfsschanze" because of the critical situation in the southern 

section of the Eastern Front. The Fuehrer has not yet made a final decision.

15 December 1942* 

Situation Report:

East: The Hoth Panzer Group has not made any further progress. The 

15th Air Force Ground Division, which arrived in Panzergroup's sector and

is composed of four battalions only, is still being assembled at a point 

far in the rear area. The enemy still has not launched the expected major 

attack against the sector held by the Italian Eighth Army. It appears

that the enemy, through constant probing, is merely trying to tie down

* 14 December: Wo notes available.
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reserves. The Fuehrer has not drawn any conclusions thus far.

The quantity of grain turned in at the grain-collecting points of the 

Ukraine this year is ten times as large as last year's amounting to 8.1 

million tons.

The Fuehrer finally abandoned his plan to go to the Berghof.

18 December 1942* 

Situation Report:

East: Yesterday morning the Russians launched the major attack against 

the positions held by the Italian Eighth Army and achieved a deep penetration 

in the center. The enemy also achieved penetrations in the sector of the 

Hollidt Group at the Tschir. The Fuehrer orders the withdrawal of the front 

to a tendon position at both points because, here, his principle of holding 

the foremost line under all circumstances cannot be adhered to owing to 

the rout of the Italians.

mediterranean: The German-Italian Panzer Army, which had been 

attacked by the far superior British Eighth Array in the llersa-el-Brega 

position since 11 December, disengaged itself from the enemy in a westerly 

direction yesterday.

In order to improve the replacement situation ?/hich has grown difficult, 

the Fuehrer orders Reich Minister SPEER to immediately release 50,000 men 

from the economy in three waves, to exchange 150,000 younger men engaged

-"- 16 and 17 December: No notes available.
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in the economy for older soldiers, and to release 1U),000 indispensable 

armament workers hitherto deferred, for service in the Y/ehnaacht.

At noon Italian Foreign Minister Count CIANO and Marshal Count CAVALL&RO, 

Chief of the Supreme Command, arrive at HITLER'S headquarters "Wolfsschanze" 

for discussions. The Italians are accompanied by General D3ICHiuAKTK! , Chief 

of Staff of OB South, and Colonel Von '.IALDENBURG, deputy for the German 

General attached to the Italian Armed Forces High Command (General Von 

RINTELEN met with an airplane accident).

19 December 1942

Distribution of the Flying Formations of the Air Force along the

Eastern Front

Fourth 8 bomber 3 dive 8 fighter 1 2/3 close- 2 1/3 long-range
Air Force: groups bomber groups support fighter

groups groups groups

Don 3 " 2 " 1 1/3 " 2/3 " 
Air Forces 
Head 
quarters :

Eastern 5 1/3 " 1 " 5 " 
Air Forces 
Head 
quarters :

First 3 1/3" 0 " 2 " 
Air Force:

Northern 1 " 1 " 2 2/3 " 1/3 aerial torpedo group
Air Force
Command:
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Total: 20 2/3 bomber groups, 7 dive bomber groups, 19 fighter groups, 

2 1/3 close-support groups, 2 1/3 long-range fighter groups and 

1/3 aerial torpedo group, each group comprising an average of 

20 planes ready to take off, totaling 51 2/3 groups, comprising 

about 1,035 planes.

Situation Report:

The enemy deepened the penetration achieved in the sector of the 

Italian Eighth Army. On orders of the Fuehrer, three additional divisions 

will be transferred from the west to the Eastern Front, among them the 

327th and 335th Infantry Divisions. The 1st Panzer Division, however, 

will be shifted from the Eastern Front to the west for rehabilitation.

Discussion of the Fuehrer and the Chief of OKI with Count CiANO

and Marshal Count CAVALIERO:

In view of the critical situation in the southern section of the 

Eastern Front and in North Africa, the Italians suggested seeking some 

kind of an understanding with STALIH. However, the Fuehrer rejected this 

suggestion at once, because in his opinion, adequate forces can be made 

available without weakening the Eastern Front. On the basis of the trans 

portation schedule submitted by General DEICffilANN, and an estimate of the 

enemy situation prepared by him, it has been decided to hold North Africa. 

The supreme command in Tunisia will be taken over by the Supreme Command. 

In regard to the chain of command in the southeast, it was agreed to conduct 

operations on the basis of close co-operation; the Commander of the
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Southeast l£Llitary District will ensure unity of command. Orders of the 

Commander of the Southeast Military District affecting the Italian zone 

of occupation in the Balkans will be submitted to the OE'I, then be 

discussed by the OKW with the Supreme Command and, finally, be issued by 

the latter. In case of an enemy attack, the Commander of the Southeast 

Military District will have full command authority. An agreement was 

also reached on action to be taken against partisans in the Balkans. The 

Italians decided to call up another 1,000,000 men subject to the draft 

(age classes 1923 and 1924). Toulon Radio Station will remain at the 

disposal of the German Navy, but the Italian Wavy will remain in control. 

The German and Italian armistice commissions will remain in Wiesbaden 

and in Turin respectively, with reduced staffs.

20 December 1942 

Situation Report:

East: The Fuehrer is worried about the First Panzer Army's northern 

wing. The front west of Ordshonikidse will be withdrawn to a tendon 

position. Thus, the "Viking" SS Division, which will be transferred to 

the Fourth Panzer Army, will be freed. The Fourth Panzer Army has been 

very successful, and the Fuehrer has relinquished the idea of abandon 

ing Stalingrad. In view of its present condition, the Sixth. Army, in 

case of a break-through, can advance no more than 30 kilometers and there 

fore must not jump off prematurely. The Fuehrer, on the other hand,
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insists on the re-establishment of contact with the Sixth Array and on 

maintaining such contact long enough to iaake the withdrawal of the entire 

Sixth Army possible. In order to avoid relying exclusively on the Hoth 

Army, the Sixth Array Tfd.ll be enabled to advance, in case of a break 

through, at least 50 kilometers. For this purpose, the Sixth Army needs 

at least 300 tons of supplies daily. The Fuehrer intends to return the 

Italian Eighth Army to the Duce and to replace it \cLth a German Armee- 

gruppe. The three divisions which will be transferred from the west to 

the Eastern Front will be assigned to Army Group B, and the 19th Panzer 

Division and 26th Infantry Division will also be assigned to Array Group B.

21 December 1942 

Situation Report:

A report received from General Von liANSTSO   that the Fourth Panzer 

Army is unable to advance beyond the sector already reached (Aksai) and 

that the Sixth Army cannot possible advance iaore than 30 kilometers   

gives rise to a lengthy discussion of the situation in the southern section 

of the Eastern Front between the Fuehrer and the Chiefs of Army and Air 

Forcd General Staffs. However, again no definitive decisions are made. 

It seems as if the Fuehrer is no longer able to make a clear-cut decision. 

Either S3 Division "Viking" or the ?th Panzer Division will be assigned 

to Panzer Group Koth. In the concentration area of the 306th Infantry 

Division, the line Naumow (55 kilometers east of Millerowo)-Millerowo-
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Kantemirowka will be occupied by German troops as a rearward covering 

position for the retreating Italians. On HITLER'S orders, furthermore, 

30 - 60 assault brigades in the strength of one reinforced battalion each 

will be organized as a mobile defense force.

Because of Christmas leave, no notes are available for the period from 

22 to 28 December 1942.

29 December 1942

Last night the Fuehrer decided to conduct a far-reaching withdrawal 

of Army Groups A and Don and to place both army groups under the command 

of Generalfeldmarschall 7on 1.IAKSTSIM. The pertinent orders are issued 

during the forenoon. General der Panzer HUBE, Commanding General of 

XIV Panzer Corps, who has arrived at HITLER'S headquarters, reports on 

the situation in the Stalingrad area. The absolutely necessary volume of 

supplies for the Sixth Army is 300 tons daily. The Sixth Army wants to 

stay in its organized positions. The Fuehrer orders the Quartermaster 

General of the Army to allocate rations of concentrated food to the Sixth 

Army because the available meat supplies will be consumed by the end of 

January at the latest. OB Ytest was instructed last night to immediately 

ship three SS divisions under the SS Corps headquarters to the east, to 

be committed at some point of the front in an effort to relieve the 

Sixth Army. As a result of the transfer of these divisions, the Reichs- 

fuehrer-SS has to abandon his plans to activate two new S3 divisions.
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To make up for the loss of the S3 divisions, three Air Force ground 

divisions will be transferred to the troop training grounds in the 

occupied western territories. 

Situation Report:

The Fuehrer points to the importance of blocking Kertsch Strait as 

a means of preventing Russian naval forces from entering the Sea of Azov, 

and again demanded that effective measures be taken against the heavy 

enemy traffic across frozen Lake Ladoga to Leningrad. He also demands 

the use of heavy mortars in the Leningrad area.

The Duce ordered General ROL1EL gradually to -withdraw the German- 

Italian Panzer Army, which is still holding the Buerat-el-Sun position, 

gradually to the Gabes position in Tunisia. The flank of the Gabes 

position is unprotected because even the Schotts (the large salt marshe.s. 

west of Gabes on both sides of Kebili) are passable. The German-Italian 

forces in Tunisia are employed along the general line: kateur   a 

point northeast of I'edjez-el-Bab   Pont du Fahs-Djebibina-Djebel 

bou-Dabous   a point north of Pichon. The front is divided into four 

sectors; Sector A (Kateur) is occupied by Group Yon Broich, Sector B 

(Madjez-el-Bab) by the 10th Panzer Division, Sector C by (Italian) 

Division "Superga," and Sector D by (Italian) Division "Imperial!."
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1 January 1943* 

Situation Report:

East: The First Panzer Army starts disengaging itself from the enemy 

today. The 3rd and 13th Panzer Divisions will bo committed at the north 

ern wing to cover the Army's deep flank. Together with the 16th Motorized 

Division, these divisions also will cover the deep southern flank of Army 

Group Don. The suggestion, made by the Chief of Army General Staff, to 

transfer the 97th Jaeger Division from the Seventeenth Array to the area

of Ssalsk for the purpose of establishing a defensive front against the 

enemy forces advancing on both sides of the railroad is rejected by the

Fuehrer. HITLER considers the Russian thrust from the north toward 

Rostov to be more dangerous and orders the commitment of the 7th Panzer 

Division, which is being shipped from the west to the Eastern Front, in 

that area with its front facing the north. The Fourth Panzer Army's 

right wing has evacuated Elista and occupied a new position 15 kilometers 

southwest of that locality. The enemy has penetrated into the gap between 

the 17th Panzer Division, committed at LVII Panzer Corps' northern wing, 

and the Don, and his spearheads, advancing on both sides of the Don, have 

reached the area of Zymljanskaja. Hollidt«s""""" Arraee-Abteilung right wing 

has withdrawn behind the Zymlja, its left wing is fighting along the line 

Tschernyschkowskij (27 kilometers east of I.iorosowskijJ-Skasyrskaja

-"- 30 and 31 December 1942; No notes available.
>--- One step below an army. More than a corps, but not a full array 

(reviewer).
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(41 kilometers west of Morosowskij). The Fretter - Pico Armee-Abteilung 

is engaged in fighting at the central and upper part of the Kalitwa. The 

attack aiming at the relief of Welikije Luki will be launched only after 

adequate forces have been made available for that task. On HITLER'S orders, 

the assault-gun battalion of the 10th Panzer Division will be placed at 

the disposal of the Army General Staff for the Eastern Front and be replaced 

in the 10th Panzer Division by a newly activated unit.

Last night the Commander in Chief of the Air Force ordered the transfer 

of sixteen heavy anti-aircraft batteries, eight light anti-aircraft batteries, 

and three searchlight batteries with five battalion headquarters, two air 

defense battalions, and one fire extinguisher battalion to the Rumanian 

oil district.

2 January 1943 

Situation Report:

East: The assumption that the enemy intends to effect landings in 

the Crimea has been verified by prisoner of war statements. The First 

Panzer Army's disengagement movements are progressing according to plan. 

The group under General AULI?,B has withdrawn behind the Lanytsch. In the 

sector of the Fourth Panzer Army, LVII Panzer Corps starts disengaging 

itself from the enemy. Armee-Abteilung Hollidt has stopped the enemy 

at the Zymlja.

The Supreme Command agrees with General ROitiEL in his opinion that 

the Buerat position cannot be held as a rigid line. According to an
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order given to General ROKICL and Karschall BASTICO by the Duce on 

1 January the German-Italian Panzer Army will disengage itself from the 

enemy at the Bucrat Position in such manner that-the Horns positions will 

be reached after three weeks and the eastern front of Tripolis by the end 

of an additional three weeks. General KSSSSLRL-IG, Commander in Chief of 

OB South, who had spent several days in Tunisia and had also discussed 

the situation with General ROi'i-EL, regards the positions at Horns and 

Gabes as very strong.

3 January 1943 

Situation Report:

The First and Fourth Panzer Armies, the Hollidt Armeegruppe, and the 

Fretter-Pico Armee-Abteilung continued their withdrawal movements. On 

HITLER'S orders, Corps for Special Assignments (General FELMY) and elements 

of the "Brandenburg" Special Unit will be withdrawn from the Eastern Front 

and transferred to Tunisia. In Lybia, the withdrawal of the nonmotorized 

units of the German-Italian Panzer Army to a position southwest of Tauor&a 

was started.

4 January 1943 

Situation Report:

East: The withdrawal movements of the "A" and Don Army Groups were 

continued with occasional heavy fighting taking place while these movements
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were being carried out. The enemy situation in the southern section of 

the Eastern Front is not clear. Strong enemy forces seem to follow up 

the First Panzer Army, and apparently no focal points have been formed in 

the sectors opposite Don and B Arxay Groups. The enemy obviously is en 

countering difficulties in supplying his forces owing to the fact that 

the Germans are still holding the Stalingrad area. In the Black Sea the 

enemy has approximately 12,000 tons of shipping space available for 

landing operations, and U-boats and E-boats will be committed against 

this force. In the sector of Army Group Center, Group Woehler launched 

the attack aiming at the relief of Tfelikije Luki.

In Tunisia the Fifth Panzer Army resumed the attack on 1 January, 

and made some progress.

The Fuehrer gave the order last night that the anti-aircraft artillery 

which will now be transferred to Rumania be taken over by the Rumanians 

as soon as possible.

5 January 1943 

Situation Report:

The Fuehrer again discusses the measures to be taken against intended 

enemy landings in the Black Sea area and gives the order to station U-boats 

at Sevastopol and E-boats at Feodosia. HITLER approves the suggestion, 

made by the Chief of Army General Staff, to slow down the withdrawal 

movement north of the Don so as not to create the impression of a retreat
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under enemy pressure. The Fuehrer states in this connection that there 

should be no doubt as to the fact that the Rumanians will have to be 

written off sooner or later.

Regarding tank production, HITLER gives the following order: instead 

of the Mark III, the production of which is coming to a close, the Mark 

IV will be produced, and instead of the Uark IV, the Panther will be 

produced at a later time; the first 160 - 200 Panthers will be delivered 

in February. In future, the basic principle will be increased armor at 

the expense of the speed.

General MICHOFF, Bulgarian War ilinister, accompanied by Colonel 

POPOFF, Chief of the Operations Division of the Bulgarian General Staff, 

arrived at HITLER'S headquarters yesterday afternoon to discuss joint 

measures to be taken if Turkey should grant the Anglo-Americans permission 

to march through Asia Minor. General iilCHOFF was received by the Fuehrer 

this afternoon, and had discussions with the Chief of the OKW and the 

Chief of the Armed Forces Operations Staff. On this occasion he disclosed 

that, for the time being, Bulgaria contemplates only a defensive concentrat 

ion of ten divisions in Thrace with the focal point in the area northwest 

of Adrianople.

6 January 1943 

Situation Report:

East: In the Stalingrad area, the food supply situation and the 

actual strength status of the Sixth Army has deteriorated, and the fuel
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and ammunition situation has become critical. On 4 January, the Air Force 

carried approximately 250 tons of supplies to the Stalingrad area. 

Today forty-five tons reached Stalingrad by air. Unfavorable weather 

prevented all flights to the Stalingrad area yesterday. The Fourth 

Panzer Army had to discontinue an attack across the Ssal after some 

initial success because superior enemy forces were encountered. Arraee- 

gruppe Hollidt will continue its withdrawal only until the next sector 

is reached (probably the Kagalnik sector), and that sector will be held 

under all circumstances. The Fuehrer expects a strong enemy attack 

against the Hungarian Second Army with the focal point at Swoboda to be 

launched in the near future. He, therefore, orders the immediate rein 

forcement of the Hungarian Second Army by the assignment of 2$0 75 mm. 

antitank guns. The 7th Air Force Division will be withdrawn from the 

front sector north of Smolensk and committed in the south.

The Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces Operations Staff discussed 

further details of the current problems with Colonel POPOFF, Chief of the 

Operations Division of the Bulgarian General Staff. It has been agreed 

to equip the Bulgarian Army as speedily as possible in such manner that 

it will be able to resist a modernly equipped opponent; at first, it is 

intended to reorganize ten infantry divisions and one cavalry division 

into fully efficient attack units and to build up the Bulgarian tank 

brigade to the strength of a tank division.

In the evening, the Commander in Chief of the Navy reports to the
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Fuehrer on the naval situation. The Fuehrer, on this occasion, discloses 

that he is contemplating scrapping the heavy surface units in order to 

free personnel for the U-boats, heavy guns for the coast defense, and 

steel. The question remains undecided for the time being.

7 January 1943 

Situation Report:

East: The Fuehrer is of the opinion that the withdrawal movements 

of the First Panzer Army are being carried out too swiftly; he also believes 

that the situation does not warrant the extent of the withdrawal. Army 

Group A, therefore, is instructed by the Chief of Army General Staff to 

conduct no further withdrawal movements without the OKH's approval. 

Elements of the 16th Motorized Division and of the 503d Panzer Battalion 

will be committed in an attack at the Fourth Panzer Army's northern wing 

tomorrow. The 302nd Infantry Division is transferred to Armee-Abteilung 

Hollidt*, and the 320th Infantry Division to the southern wing of Army 

Group B. Progress is being made in reinforcing the Hungarian Second 

Army with heavy antitank guns. The Chief of Army General Staff intends 

to have the ?th Air Force Division relieved from its front sector by a 

division arriving from the west and to commit it together with the 

"Grossdeutschland" Division in an attack to be launched in the south.

* In various parts of the manuscript, writer seems to have confused the 
term Armee-Abteilung, a temporary-type unit between corps and army level 
with the term Armee gruppe, a unit between army and army group level. 
(Translator)
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The busy Russian traffic across frozen Lake Ladoga v;ill be impeded through 

the employment of star shells vfhich will be furnished by the Navy.

OB V/est is instructed to make three divisions available for shipment 

to the "Z-astera Front i.i exchange for three Air Force ground divisions. 

Along the Atlantic '.'fell, 4 - 5,000 armor-protected .gun positions va.ll be 

completed by spring, after which time BOO of them will be built each aonth.

OB South requested the transfer of at least two additional units to 

Tunisia. The Fuehrer approves the speedy return of the 164th Light Division, 

currently eraoloyed with the German-Italian Panzer Ari^y, to Tunisia, where it 

will be reorganized into a motorized division and the 47th Infantry and 190th 

Panzer Battalion will be assigned to it. However, the Fuehrer was not able 

to make up his mind to transfer any further units td Tunisia in addition to 

999th African Brigade, which will be built up to division strength, and 

Corps for Special Assignments (General ^LMY). The French Prisoners of ,rar 

in Tunisia will be released to their homeland at once.

8 January 1943 

Situation Report:

"ast: The following quantities of supplies were flown to the Sixth 

Army: 150 tons on 5 January, 45 tons on 6 January, 75 tons during the 

night of 6 - 7 January, and 40 tons on 7 January. The Fourth Panzer 

Army gained ground in the area ahead of the upper I.Ianytsch. In the sector 

of Armee-Abteilung I-Iollidt, the withdrawal to the Xagalnik position was 

carried out without incident. The Eastern Foreign Armies Division of the
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Army General Staff received reports to the effect that the enemy reserves 

are increasing in numbers; however, no new units, but only units withdrawn 

from the front for rehabilitation have been identified.

Mediterranean: The 10th Air Force Ground Division Yri.ll not be trans 

ferred to Crete as originally planned, but to the Peloponnesus. In the 

German occupied zone of Greece, the surrender of all radio sets has been 

ordered. At the same time, thousands of radio sets are being delivered 

from Germany to Greece in order to improve the financial clearing between 

the two countries.

9 January 1943 

Situation Report:

East: In the sector of the Fourth Panzer Army, the l?th Panzer 

Division advanced as far as a point due south of the Ssal and a point 

southwest of PotapOYfskij (35 kilometers northwest of Kuberle). Armee- 

Abteilung Hollidt repelled enemy forces which had advanced beyond the 

Kagalnik. XXXXVIII Panzer Corps is engaged in successful fighting in 

the Bystraja Valley. The enemy has launched fierce attacks at Millerowo.

Mediterranean: On HITLER'S orders, those elements of the "Hermann 

Goering" Division which are assembled for shipment to Tunisia are detained 

until such time as the bulk of the units can be shipped. Meanwhile, the

10th Panzer Division, 164th Light Division, and 334th Infantry Division 

will be rehabilitated. The 47th Grenadier Regiment is being reorganized 

into a reinforced motorized regiment.
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10 January 1943 

Situation Report:

East: The following quantities of supplies were flown to the Stalin 

grad area: 125 tons on 7 January, 99 tons (including 61 tons of food 

supplies) on 8 January, and 196.5 tons (including 101.1 tons of food 

supplies) on 9 January. Eight hundred wounded were flown back from the 

Stalingrad area on 9 January. At present, the daily food rations for the 

personnel of the Sixth Army consists of: 75 grams of bread, 200 grams of 

horse meat including bones, 12 grams of fat, 11 grams of sugar, and one 

cigarette. By 20 January all horses will be slaughtered.

During the forenoon, Ivlarshal ANTOH5SCU arrives at HITLER'S head 

quarters for discussions with the Fuehrer.

11 January 1943 

Situation Report:

East: On 10 January, 209.4 tons of supplies including 146 tons of 

food supplies, were flown to the Sixth Army. Eight hundred and sixty 

wounded were flown back from the Stalingrad area. The Seventeenth Army 

has withdrawn its forces from the mountain passes. At the Manytsch 

canal, Group Auleb \vithdrew in the face of superior enemy forces. In 

the sector of the Fourth Panzer Army, LVII Panzer Corps was retired. 

The 16th Motorized Division was able to establish a bridgehead on the 

northern bank of the Ssal at liartynowka.
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12 January 1943 

Situation Report:

East: In the sector of Armee-Abteilung Hollidt, an enemy force 

which had advanced beyond the Kagalnik was annihilated at Krjukowskij; a 

defense position was established between Bystraja and Kalitwa. Armee- 

Abteilung Fretter-Pico repelled enemy attacks at Millerowo. Today, the 

Russians launched very heavy attacks at Stalingrad as well as at the

Seventeenth Array's western wing, and particularly against the positions 

of the rlungarian Second Army, where the enemy, advancing from the Dawydowka 

bridgehead, achieved a deep penetration. This aorning the Fuehrer was 

inclined to regard this attack as a diversion; he expects the main attack 

to be launched at Swoboda.

Mediterranean: In Tunisia, the position held by the 10th Panzer 

Division now runs as follows: a point east of Goubellat - a point north 

east of Bou Arada-defile between the lakes northwest of Pont du Fahs.

Lybia: According to an agent report, the British Eighth Army will 

have completed its preparations for the attack against the Buerat Position 

between 11 and 15 January. General ROM:EL suggested the transfer of the 

21st Panzer Division, instead of the 16th Light Division, back to southern 

Tunisia to serve as operational reserve. The Duce agrees under the con 

dition that the period of two months set for the withdrawal to the Gabes 

position is adhered to.
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The discussions between the Fuehrer and Marshal ANTOJN3SCU, which took 

place yesterday and today, had the following result: the Rumanian Army 

will be reorganized in such way that at first the eight divisions employed 

at the front (beginning with the six Caucasus divisions), then the four 

divisions employed in coast defense in the Black Sea area, and finally, 

the remaining six divisions will be equipped in the same manner as the 

corresponding German units. Furthermore, the Rumanian tank division will 

be re-established. The remnants of the former Rumanian Third and Fourth 

Armies will be utilized for the organization of GHQ reserves.

General I^SSELRIKG, Commander in Chief of OB South, arrived at 

HITLER'S headquarters today to report to the Fuehrer on the situation. 

He begins with a report on the sea. transportation situation. With the 

newly allocated shipping space, it will be possible to meet the trans 

portation schedule calling for a monthly shipment of 60,000 tons to 

Tunisia. The capacity of the ports of Tunis and Bizerte is also adequate.

The port of Sousse will be placed at the disposal of the German- 

Italian Panzer Army.

Difficulties are encountered in providing the necessary convoy protec 

tion, but the traffic in the Strait of Sicily can be regarded as sufficiently 

protected by the air forces. General KESS5LRI"IG considers the employment 

of large numbers of small naval craft advisable. The Fuehrer replies that 

the Army should transfer long-barreled 50 mm. guns which were mounted on 

motor carriages to the Navy to arm small naval craft. General KESSELRING



MS # C-065a -ISO- 

goes on to state that strong anti-aircraft protection is needed in Naples, 

Palermo, and Tunis. Good progress has been made throughout the liediterranean 

area toward the organization of the aircrai't warning service. The number 

of U-boats ready for commitment in action is considered too small; the 

E-boats, on the other, hand, have been very successful in their operations. 

The enemy situation is utterly obscure. It cannot be ascertained whether 

the enemy lacks personnel or supplies. Apparently he is encountering 

difficulties in the communications zone. The defensive position which is 

being organized in southern Tunisia does not run through the Gabes area, 

but through ilareth, 35 kilometers farther to the South; its western flank 

is based on the mountains. Mo more than four divisions are needed for 

the occupation of this position. A second position is being organized 

at Gabes. At present, vehicles can cross the Schotts west of Gabes only 

on trails. Due to unfavorable weather, the Fifth Panzer Army has thus 

far been unable to conduct major operations. The Fifth Panzer Army is 

able to hold the Tunisian basis area alone without the aid of General- 

ROMUSL'S Army. ROMI^EL, therefore, should not transfer the 164th Light 

Division to Tunisia, especially in view of the fact that, inclined to 

withdraw anyway, he would use such transfer as an excuse for his further 

withdrawal. The Fuehrer approves General KSSSELRIHG'S suggestion of 

transferring the "Hermann Goering" Division to Tunisia to serve there as 

operational reserve together with the 10th Panzer Division which will be 

withdrawn from the front. The 999th African Brigade will also be shifted
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to Tunisia as speedily as possible, but no unit of RQKM3L'S array will be 

transferred to the Fifth Panzer Army. General R01GEL, according to General 

KESSELRING'S report, requests only fuel and mobile antitank weapons. In 

organizational matters, the two armies in Africa will both be controlled 

by an organizational staff which will see to it that the arms available 

in Italy and the artillery personnel not needed by ROKilEL'S army are 

consolidated into units fit for commitment with the Fifth Panzer Army.

The Fuehrer advised General KESSELRING that a committee of three men 

has been appointed in Spain to prepare the country for defense. General

Munoz GRANDE and General ASCEMCIO (?) are members of the committee. The 

Fuehrer, therefore, considers the delivery of arms to Spain necessary and 

contemplates the establishment of training schools for Spanish volunteers 

in southern France.

13 January 1943 

Situation Report:

East: On 11 January, 185.5 tons of supplies, including 114-3 tons 

of food supplies, were flown to the Sixth Army (no notes are available on 

deliveries on 12 January). In the sector of the First Panzer Army, LII 

Infantry Corps reached the line Magutskoje-Alexandrowskoje; XXXX Panzer 

Corps evacuated Shurawskoje at its southern wing. In the sector of the 

Hungarian Second Army, the enemy ?ra,s able to deepen the penetration 

achieved by him even further. In the sector of the Eighteenth Army, the 

Russians have been attacking the eastern front of the "bottleneck" with
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strong forces since yesterday. During the situation report, the Chief of 

the Army Supply and Administration reports to the Fuehrer that the enemy 

is able to supply his forces throughout the Stalingrad area even without 

the use of the railroads blocked by the Sixth Army, especially since the 

volume of the daily supply of a Russian division is only 100 tons against 

the 150 tons required by a German division and since the Russians are 

expending only small quantities of ammunition in their present offensive. 

General of Cavalry BREffiSR, Ostland Military District Coimaander (eastern 

territories), has arrived at HITLER'S headquarters to discuss with the 

Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces Operations Staff the employment of 

Lithuanians, Latvians, and Estonians with the Army and the police.

14 January 1943 

Situation Report:

East: On 13 January 119.1 tons of supplies, including 61.2 tons of

food supplies, were flown to the Sixth Army. In the sector of the Hungarian 

Second Army, the enemy advanced as far as a point 20 kilometers west of 

Storechewoje (10 kilometers northwest of Dawydowka).

Mediterranean: OB South was instructed yesterday to advise the Italian 

Supreme Command and the German-Italian Panzer Army that the Fuehrer whole 

heartedly agrees with the Duce's decision to withdraw the 21st Panzer

Division to Sfax and suggests that the 21st Panzer Division transfers all
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its tanks, antitank guns, and other guns to the 15th Panzer Division. The 

21st Panzer Division will then be re-equipped in Tunisia as speedily as 

possible. The original plan to withdraw the 164th Light Division is

abandoned.

In a memorandum submitted to the Fuehrer by the Chief of the Navy 

Command dealing with the significance of the scrapping of the nucleus of 

the German Navy, dated 10 January 1943, (1 Ski I b 154/43 top secret), the 

following conclusions are drawn:

By scrapping the nucleus of the Navy,- we would relinquish an arm which, 
far from having become obsolete and thus superfluous, as a result of the 
progress made in the technique of warfare, is most vitally influencing the 
over-all war situation, particularly, however, the all-important war at 
sea. The enemy is utterly afraid of our reinforcing this arm. He knows 
his own weakness best and is aware of the potentialities which the German
battle fleet has. The German battle fleet will be able to take advantage 
of these potentialities if it can operate and fight with the support of 
air forces without which no navy can achieve successes today.

Moreover, nobody is able to foresee today where and how soon war 
developments might demand the commitment of sea power in decisive operations.. 
If we should lack the large naval units at the moment when they are needed, 
then it will be too late as a result of our own action.

I firmly believe that the insignificant gains in personnel and materiel 
are out of proportion to the grave military and political disadvantages 
which the loss of the German battle fleet vrould entail. I am convinced 
that, without the battle fleet, the Navy will be unable to fulfill the 
offensive and defensive tasks assigned to it in the battle for the freedom 
of Greater Germany.

Signed: HEADER
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1$ January 1943

Distribution of the Flying Formations of the Air Force along

the Eastern Front

Fourth 
Air Force:

10 1/3 bomber 3 dive 8 fighter 2 1/3 long- 1 1/3 close-

Don 4 
Air Forces 
Headquarters:

groups bomber groups 
groups

11 1 2/3" 3 1/3"

range
fighter
groups

support- 
groups

Eastern 3 2/3 " 
Air Forces 
Headquarters:

1 1/3" 4 2/3"

1/3 "

1/3 night 
fighter 
group

First 1
Air Force:

Northern 1
Air Forces
Command:

w o "1 2/3"

n i ii 2 2/3" 1/3 aerial
torpedo
group

Total: 20 bomber groups, 7 dive boaber groups, 20 1/3 fighter groups, 

2 1/3 long-range fighter groups, 1 2/3 close-support groups, 

1/3 night fighter group and 1/3 aerial torpedo group, each group 

comprising an average of 20 planes ready to take off, totaling 

52 groups comprising about 1,040 planes.

Situation Report:

East: The Sixth Ar/ay last night withdrew its western front to the

line Bolschaja Rassoschka - a point 5 kilometers southeast of Mowo

Rogatschik. On 14 January, 120 tons of supplies were flown to the Sixth
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Army. The Fuehrer ordered Generalfeldraarschall idlLCH to ensure the 

supplying of the Sixth Army with all means at his disposal. In the sector 

of Armee-Abteilung Hollidt, the enemy advanced at some points as far as 

the Donets. In. the sector of Armee-jlbteilung Fretter-Pico, he reached the 

road Kamensk-Millerowo at Glubokij (22 kilometers north of Kamensk). In 

the sector of the Hungarian Second Army, the enemy launched the expected 

major attack from the Swoboda bridgehead and achieved deep penetrations. 

In the sector of the Eighteenth Army, the enemy achieved a deep penetration 

into the "bottleneck" and thus succeeded for the first time in piercing 

the enveloping ring around Leningrad.

Mediterranean: The German-Italian Panzer Army expects the enemy to 

attack at any time after tomorrow. The enemy has seven or eight divisions 

with approximately seven hundred tanks available for the attack. Only the 

following forces are left in the Buerc.t position: the 15th Panzer Division, 

90th Light Division, and 164th Light Division, 1st Air Force Jaeger Brigade 

I, and six Italian battalions with strong artillery, the total of tanks 

amounting to 34 German tanks and 57 Italian tanks. Since it is impossible, 

at present, to ship other forces to Tunisia, the Fuehrer gave the order 

to ship at first those elements of the "Hermann Goering" Division which 

had arrived in Italy to the. Tunisian area, but to commit them at the 

front only when the entire division is assembled.

(For the following period, uatil the middle of March 1943, the notes 

which I took at that time contain few references to the military situation
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at the Eastern Front<and in North Africa. This is due to the fact that, 

on the suggestion of the Chief of the Army General Staff, the noonday 

discussions of the situation with the Fuehrer had been steadily restricted.

General ZEIT2LER and General JODL usually discussed only matters 

which were dealt with in the situation report which the armed Forces

Operations Staff prepared for the Fuehrer every morning. Since these 

reports were available to me for the keeping of the War Diary, it was

unnecessary to take notes on the situation and, generally from that time 

on, I restricted myself to the recording of HITLER'S directives, which 

now were given almost exclusively during individual discussions between 

himself and the two generals in the afternoon or evening, and to the 

recording of other discussions.)

IB January 1943

The following quantities of supplies reached the Sixth Army by air: 

92 tons on 15 January, 72 tons on 16 January, and, owing to the danger 

of ice formations, only 2? tons on 18 January. In carrying out flights 

to the Stalingrad area, nine planes crashed or were shot down today.. On 

HITLER'S orders, the defeated and routed Rumanian units will be halted 

and employed in coast defense. Furthermore, all motor trucks available 

in the ZI will be collected and sent to the area of Kijew in order to 

intensify the supply shipments to the front. The Fuehrer finally ordered 

cancellation of all leaves at the entire Eastern Front. Personnel now on
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leave in the ZI will be gathered at troop training grounds because of the 

cancellation of the leave trains.

In the course of the British air attack on Berlin during the night 

of 16 - 17 January, 88 persons were killed, 170 wounded, and 11 are 

missing. As a retaliatory measure, London was attacked by 118 bombers 

during the night of 1? - 18 January. The Fuehrer ordered the Reichs- 

marschall to reinforce the antiaircraft defense of a number of German 

cities, among them Leipzig, Dresden, Weimar, and Kassel, and approved 

the request of the Air Force for- the reinforcement of the night fighter 

force.

23 January 1943

The following quantities of supplies were carried to the Sixth Aray 

by air: 60 tons on 19 January, 55.4 tons on 20 January, and 97.3 tons 

on 21 January; 390 wounded were flown back on 21 January. At present, 

495 tanks fit for comnitment are available at the entire Eastern Front, 

and are distributed among the sectors of the various army groups as 

follows: Army Group A, 34, Army Group Don and Army Group B, 291; Army 

Group Center, 167; and Army Group North, 3. On orders of the Fuehrer, 

the divisions employed in the First Panzer Amity's northern sector will 

withdraw first toward Tischorezk and then toward Rostov. The divisions 

employed in the First Panzer Army's southern sector, together with the 

Seventeenth Army, will withdraw toward the bridgehead on Taman-peninsula, 

which will be limited to as small an area as possible. In the sector of
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the Fourth Panzer Army, the attack launched by the llth and l?th Panzer 

Divisions and the 16th I'otorized Division southeast of Rostov is progress 

ing well. The question put by General ZSITZIER last night as to whether 

the Sixth Army could now be authorized to surrender drew a negative reply 

from the Fuehrer. The Sixth Army will continue to fight to the last in 

order to gain time. A radio message by the Fuehrer to that effect was 

transmitted to Generaloberst PAULUS, Commander in Chief of the Sixth Army, 

who answered, "Your orders will be carried out, long live Germany!" The 

Supreme Command and the Hungarian Army High Command were requested by 

teletype letter last night to withdraw their anaies from the Eastern Front. 

The southern wing of the Second Array will withdraw toward Kern. According 

to an account of the Russian losses prepared by the commander of the 

Russian replacement training army, which has fallen into German hands, 

the Russians have lost 11.2 million men, either killed, captured, or 

wounded and unable to return to the front. Reportedly, the Russian man 

power potential is almost exhausted and large numbers of women are being 

employed at the front.

The OKW has received reports to the effect that the British intend 

to effect landings in northern Norway and Jutland. In view of the heavy 

enemy convoy traffic in the western Mediterranean, the Fuehrer fears an 

Anglo-American landing on Sardinia.
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26 January 1943

The Fuehrer urged the Reichsmarschall and the Chief of the Air Force 

General Staff to commit strong forces of the Air Force on both sides of 

the Kertsch Strait.

The main subject discussed during today's situation report was the 

re-establishment of the Sixth Army, which the Fuehrer wants to be effected 

as speedily as possible. Although the threat to Rostov from the Llanytsch 

area has not yet been removed, the Fuehrer ordered the transfer of the 

llth Panzer Division to the northern wing of Araee-Abteilung Hollidt. The 

Fuehrer is looking forward to the commitment of the S3 Panzer Corps compris 

ing the "Reich" and "Adolf Hitler" SS Divisions, which has been shipped 

from the west to Stalino and which is to be moved up to the area around 

Kharkov. The situation at the northern wing of the Second Army is critical, 

as no forces are available to close the wide f,ap which has been created 

there as a result of an enemy penetration.

In viei'i of constant attacks by low-flying planes on moving locomotives 

in France, the Fuehrer wants the French to take over the antiaircraft pro 

tection of their own railroad trains and desires that armored locomotives 

be employed.

Lorient and Brest will be developed into strong bases.

29 January 1943 

Situation Report:

The Fuehrer requested a report on the amount of supplies available in
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the Demiansk area to enable him to make a decision on the evacuation of 

this pocket. He declared in this connection that he would be reluctant 

to order the evacuation, since thus far he has not abandoned the plan to 

close the wide gap between Deroiansk and Rshew by launching an attack 

toward Ostaschkow. On the other hand, he considered the capture of Lenin 

grad more important.

For the period from 30 January to 15 February 1943, only the following 

brief notes are available:

31 January 1943

In the morning the last radio message is received from the southern 

group of the .Sixth Army from Stalingrad. Army Group A, which is retiring 

toward the bridgehead on the Taman-peninsula, v/ill be supplied across the 

Kertsch Strait and will also receive seaborne supplies via Feodosia-Anapa. 

It is anticipated that Army Group A thus can be supplied with 1,500 tons 

daily.

2 February 1943

In the morning the last radio message is received from the northern 

group of the Sixth Army from Stalingrad. Division of the Eastern Foreign 

Armies of Army General Staff estimates that a total of 10? Russian units 

plus 13 GHQ tank regiments are freed as a result of the annihilation of 

the Sixth Army. The plan to commit the ?th Air Force Division in
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offensive action (see under 7 January 1943) is abandoned, and the Division 

will remain in its present sector north of Smolensk. The Commander in Chief 

of the Air Force plans the activation of a sec3nd parachute division and 

the expansion of the "Hermann Goering" Division to the strength of a corps.

3 February 1943

In the evening, General VJATJX: DI'CT, Deputy Chief of the Ar/ned Forces 

Operations Staff, leaves for Tunisia to obtain first-hand information on 

the situation there.

4 February 1943

Reich Hinister SHEER and PLSIGER, Managing Director for the Donets 

Basin, report to the Fuehrer on the situation in the armament industry. 

Without the Donets Basin, the annual production of which amounts to 6 - 7 

million tons, an increase in armament is impossible. The Fuehrer declares 

that the Donets Basin must not be abandoned because, without it, he would 

be unable to continue the war.

6 February 1943

General Von MANSTEIM and General Von KLUGR, who have arrived at 

HITLER'S headquarters to report on the situation, suggest to the Fuelirer 

an extensive withdrawal at the Eastern Front. The Fuehrer does not make 

a decision at this time.
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8 February 1943

In the sector of the Second Army, the enemy took Kursk. Agent reports 

have been received to the effect that an Anglo-American landing in Portugal 

is imminent. Consequently the forces assembled in southern France for the 

march into Spain ?ti.ll be moved up closer to the Spanish border.

1$ February 1943

In the afternoon the Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces Operations Staff 

returns from his trip to Tunisia and Italy.

16 February 1943

General WARLIMOIxT, Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces Operations Staff, 

reports to the Fuehrer on his journey to Tunisia and Italy.

(1) SjJmmary; Following preliminary discussions in Rome with the 

Commander in Chief of OB South and with General Ambrosio, newly appointed 

Chief of the Supreme Command, General WARLIKONT arrived at Tunis on 7 

February and discussed the situation with General Von ARNIK and General 

ZIEGLSR. On 8 February, he visited the Von Hanteuffel Division (formerly 

Von Broich) in Pont du Fahs and the "Superga" Division in the sector 

adjacent to the south. Continuing his journey to Kairouan, he saw the 

10th Panzer Division and, in Kairouan itself, the 47th Grenadier Regiment. 

On 9 February, after spending the night in Sfax, he visited the 21st 

Panzer Division (commander, General HILLEBKANDT) in the area east of
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Sidi bou Zid and went from there to Gabes where he say/ the G-4 of the 

German-Italian Panzer Army. On 10 February he visited General ROU.EL at 

the liareth position, and on the following day, after an inspection of the 

positions at Gabes, he flew to Sicily and from there back to Rome.

(2) Result of the orientation and the discussions: The North African 

zones of operations constitute one single theater of war. The Fifth Panzer 

Army, thus far, has not found an explanation for the unusual lack of 

activity on the part of the opposing enemy forces. The enemy is building 

a road leading from Bou Arada to Lladjez el Bab. He seems to concentrate 

strong forces in the area opposite the northern sector of the Fifth Panzer 

Army. Batteries up to 330 mm. caliber are also emplaced in that area.

Reconnaissance in the enemy rear area is not possible because the Air Force 

is unable to penetrate the enemy defense and because the terrain renders 

observation very difficult. In the southern sector, the enemy is evacuating 

his forward positions. American forces are employed there, and their 

personnel is of excellent fighting caliber, but utterly inexperienced. 

The British and French call them "their Italians." The French units 

prove very courageous in combat. The French Legion of the Fifth Panzer 

Army comprises only five officers and 150 men. iJany Arabs, who obviously 

are treated very ineptly by the Americans, join the German-Arabian instruc 

tion battalion under Major ..eyer-RlCKS which has already arrived in Tunis. 

The instruction battalion belongs to General FSLMY'S Corps for Special 

Assignments which is being shipped to Tunisia.
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The British Eighth Army has committed about eight divisions at the 

front. The powerful armored reconnaissance cars employed by the British 

shoot down their German and Italian counterparts at a distance of 2 kilo 

meters. The enemy furthermore employs a new 57 mm. antitank gun, the 

projectile of which even pierces the armor of the Tiger tank. General 

ROIILISL declared that he cannot leave his rear guards in the Mareth 

position if he has to release forces for a thrust toward Gafsa. He 

expects the enemy to launch a general offensive toward the middle of 

Liarch, but also considers it possible that the enemy will attack only in 

the Tunis-Bizerte sector. He compares the situation of the German forces 

to a house of cafds; adequate forces to resist a serious attack are not 

available anywhere. The width of the battalion sectors had to be extended 

to cover 10 - 12 kilometers, and a critical shortage exists in reserves, 

artillery, ammunition, supplies of every kind, and transportation space. 

Thus far, only the 21st Panzer Division has been rehabilitated. The 21st 

and 10th Panzer Divisions constitute the operational reserve. The combat 

strength of the 90th Light Division has been reduced to only 2,400 men. 

In view of these conditions, the conduct of any offensive action by the 

German forces must be regarded as extremely hazardous and utterly audacious.

The question of whether or not Tunisia can be held will be determined 

by the supply situation. Stocks of supplies are practically nonexistent. 

General Von AHHIL, prospective commander in chief of the army group, 

calculates that for the current supplying of the two armies and for the
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piling up of stocks he would need 150,000 tons monthly for the next four 

months. According to the calculation by OB South, the minimum required 

by the army group would be 69,000 tons; including a safety margin, the 

required volume of supplies would amount to 90,000 tons. The Italian 

Supreme Command has stated that, anticipating a sinking quota of 20,000 

tons, no more than 80,000 tons of supplies can be shipped via the Strait 

of Sicily. If sinkings continue at the present rate, the shipping space 

now available will suffice only until June or July. Thereafter the volume 

of the seaborne supplies would drop below the very minimum required by the 

forces in Horth Africa. Moreover, the needed naval units for the protection 

of the convoys are lacking. For all these reasons, the increased employ 

ment of small vessels is imperative. It is necessary to build Air Force 

Siebel ferries*, naval barges, sailing boats with auxiliary motors, and 

other military transport vessels in large numbers. OB South estimates 

that he would need a total of 400 naval barges and Air Force Siebel ferries. 

However, OB South shares the opinion that, through the employment of all 

these measures, only a minimum of supplies can be shipped to North Africa. 

The tactical and operational requirements have to be adapted to this supply 

situation, something that has not been done yet by any means.

As far as the chain of command is concerned, the forward echelon of 

OB South under Colonel ?JESTPIIAL has been incorporated into the Italian

-;>- A type of flat-bottom landing craft.
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Supreme Command, which objected to its high numerical strength. Only one 

liaison officer of the forward echelon is attached to headquarters of OB 

South. In Tunisia an army group is organized under the command of General 

Von ARKIM with General ZIEGIZH as his chief of staff. Assigned to the 

newly organized army group are: the Fifth Panzer Army under General VA3RST 

(chief of staff: Colonel Von QUAST) and the Italian First Army under 

General f.^SSE (chief of staff: Colonel BAYSELEIM, former chief of staff 

of the German-Italian Panzer Army). The time for the employment of the 

new army group headquarters has not been set yet. It depends on the 

preceding assignment of new duties to General ROLIiEL which can be made 

only upon the conclusion of the current operations. The task of preparing 

Sicily and the Italian mainland for defense has been assigned by OB South 

to Colonel BADE and General GAUSE respectively. The Italians intend to 

leave their II Infantry Corps with two divisions at the Eastern Front, 

but the Fuehrer plans to employ this corps in security missions only.

!?ith regard to the present situation in Tunisia, General VJARLIMONT 

reports: the Fifth Panzer Army originally planned to launch a major 

offensive toward Tebessa. However, the opinion finally prevailed at 

Army headquarters that, with the forces available, only an operation with 

limited objective could be carried out. Therefore, the thrust toward 

Sidi bou Zid was launched on 15 January. At the same time, the combat 

group of Colonel LIEBICWSTEI7 :, which is composed of the Ramcke Air Force- 

Jaeger-Brigade and a tank battalion of the German-Italian Panzer Army, 

advanced into Gafsa, where no enemy forces were found.
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17 February 1943

In the morning the Fuehrer, accompanied by General JO.DL and General 

ZEITZU3R, takes off by plane for Saporoshe to direct the operations in the 

southern section of the Eastern Front. General XEITEL remains at HITLER'S 

headquarters.

IS February 1943

General Yon KLSIST, Cojnmander in Chief of Army Group A, has been 

ordered to report to the Fuehrer at Dnjepropetrowsk today. The plan of the 

Chief of Army General Staff to ship the Seventeenth Array to the ports of 

Genitschesk, Berdiansk, and Mariupol via the Sea of Azov for commitment 

at the Dnjepr cannot be carried out for the time being because of ice 

conditions.

19 February 1943

Kharkov had to be abandoned yesterday. Since the enemy is advancing 

toward the south and Saporoshe is also threatened, the Fuehrer and his 

staff will fly to Winniza and take up quarters at HITLER'S former head 

quarters, "Wehrwolf."

The Fuehrer and the Chief of Army General Staff are of the opinion 

that the rauddy season has already begun in the southern section of the 

Eastern Front and that troop movements can be carried out there only on 

the highways and railroads.
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In Tunisia, General ROI^JEL temporarily takes over the command of an 

attack force composed of the 10th and 21st Panzer Divisions and a combat 

group of the German Africa Corps.

20 February 1943

The chain of command in Tunisia has become very complex. In the 

Mareth position, General MBSSE, Commander in Chief of the Italian First 

Army, is in command. However, on the request of the Italian Supreme 

Command, General RCMvBL, who leads the attack force and is 200 kilo 

meters away from the Mareth position, will remain responsible for holding 

that position. OB South will discuss the matter with General ROIyJ.BL today. 

In view of the heavy losses in ships on the route from Naples and Taranto 

to Tunisia, the Chief of OKJ urgently requests that the supplies for North 

Africa be brought up as far as Sicily. Fourteen railroad trains can be 

ferried via the Strait of I:'essina daily. In the evening, the Deputy Chief 

of the Armed Forces Operations Staff leaves for Rome for discussions with 

the Italian Supreme Command and the Geraian General attached to the Italian 

Armed Forces High Command.

22 February 1943

The Fuehrer ordered General of the Air Force STAHEL to direct the 

defense of the Saporoshe bridgehead and instructed Army Group A to con 

sider it its foremost task to make the strongest possible forces available 

to Army Group South. The placing of the entire German and Italian forces 

in Tunisia under the command of General RCM-iEL is being considered.
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1 Larch 1943

In the sector of the Ninth Army, Movement "Bueffel" (i.e. the evacuation 

of the Rshew salient, which finally was approved by the Fuehrer) was started 

this morning. A very heavy British air attack on Berlin was carried out 

during the night of 1 - 2 March.

3 March 1943

The Commander of the Southeast Military District, who arrived at HITISR'S 

headquarters "Wehrwolf," reports to the Fuehrer on the situation in the 

Ealkans, especially on the planned Operation SCIMARZ against partisan 

leader MIHAILOVJIC in Montenegro. As a preliminary measure, the Fuehrer 

wants Gollasin, UIHAILOVIC'S headquarters in Montenegro, to be subjected 

to an air attack. Photographic reconnaissance will be followed by a 

severe day and night attack. A date for the start of the operation has 

not been set. To carry out the operation, either an additional combat 

group will be transferred to Croatia or OB South will assign the necessary 

forces. General LOSHR requests that the forces assigned to carry out 

Operation 'SCHV/A3Z be equipped with boats and mountaineering boots. If 

possible, the 1st Mountain Division will be committed in the operation, 

and will be shipped from the Seventeenth Army by water via the Black Sea 

to Constantza. It is expected that the Division can be withdrawn from its 

present front sector within approximately four weeks. In that case, 

Operation SCHWARZ can be carried out during the first half of May. General
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LOEHR, furthermore, reports to the Fuehrer on the measures planned by 

him to establish stable political conditions in Croatia. He submits a 

memorandum on the subject, which the Fuehrer hands to General JODL for 

further study. The pacification of Croatia will be accomplished by build 

ing up a German administration from the bottom. For this purpose, the 

Reiehsfuehrer S3 will first transfer German rural police posts to that 

country which will be attached to the Wehrmacht. The Armed Forces Operations 

Staff will prepare a draft of the pertinent order, which will be dis 

cussed with headquarters of the Reiehsfuehrer S3. The principal topic 

discussed by the Fuehrer with the Military District Commander Southeast 

was operational questions concerning the southeast area. If possible 

the German-Italian demarcation line will no longer be discussed. The 

Fuehrer orders the motorization of the llth Air Force Ground Division 

because he wants to have a mobile reserve available in the i^eloponnesus. 

He also desires that Crete be provided ?dth supplies sufficient to enable 

the isle to hold out without any additional supplies for six months. 

General LOEHR points to the weakness of the antiaircraft defenses in

Greece and on Crete.

Referring to the situation at the Eastern Front, the Fuehrer points 

out that the Russians are no longer susceptible to the German strong- 

point tactics, but simply bypass those strong points. Therefore it has 

become useless to supply the strong points for a longer period.
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4 March 1943

Toward noon, General WARLIM3KT, Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces 

Operations Staff, returns to HITLER'S headquarters "Wolfsschanze." Follow 

ing a short leave which he spent at Lake Tegernsee, he had arrived in 

Rome on 25 February. On 1 March he flew from Rome to Munich, and on

2 March, to Winniza via Vienna, reporting to the Fuehrer at "Wehrwolf" on

3 March. He left Winniza by plane this morning. His report on the result 

of his journey is as follows:

General 7IARLIMONT, within the scope of a political mission sent by

the Reich 1'inister for Foreign Affairs, was ordered to prevail upon the 

Italians to co-operate more actively in antipartisan combat in Croatia. 

I'Jhile the Duce, in a joint politico-military discussion, which took place 

on 26 February, promised the all-out participation of the Italian forces 

in the planned operations, the discussion of the Deputy Chief of the Armed 

Forces Operations Staff with General ALBROSIO, which took place on 2? 

February, revealed that the Italians actually are not prepared to take 

part in any of the three planned operations:

(1) Operation ?JEISS II aiming at the annihilation of the Communists 

(the so-called Yugoslav Army of Liberation under Tito) in Croatia;

(2) disarmament of all Cetnici-formations in Croatia;

(3) action against the center of the Mihailovic Llovement in liontenegro, 

General AI-33ROSIO, in this connection, pointed out that the Cetnicis who 

had been incorporated into the Italian units could not possibly be shifted
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from the zone of operations to another region as requested by OB Southeast, 

because they would become a nuisance in the rear of the Italians, -while 

they would expend themselves in the quickest possible nanner if they were 

committed in combat. General Ai*?8?/JSIO, furthermore, strongly objected to 

the disarmament of the Cetnicis, although he immediately ordered discon 

tinuance of the deliveries of arms to them and instructed the Italian 

Second Army to disarm the Cetnicis upon the completion of Operation WSISS II. 

After receiving General "JAlLIilOKT'S report, the Fuehrer ordered OB South 

east to continue submitting the intercepted radio messages from the Cetnicis

to the British to the Armed Forces Operations Staff, which is to send the 

reports in duplicate to the German General in Rome to be forwarded to the

Italian Supreme Command and, via the German Ambassador, to the Duce. During 

the discussion with the Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces Operations Staff 

on 28 February, General AMBROSIO also refused to participate in any oper 

ation against the ?.:ihailovic Movement in I'ontenegro. After the Reich 

"'"inister for Foreign Affairs had prevailed upon the Duce to intervene, 

however, General AMBROSIO finally approved of the planned operation.

On the basis of HITLER'S letter, which he handed to the Duce, General 

VfARLIJ'.iONT also discussed with the Duce and General AcBROSIO the situation 

in the Kediterranean. All agreed in the opinion that the central Med 

iterranean is to be regarded as particularly threatened because free access 

to Suez is still denied to the Anglo-Americans, who rely principally on the 

round-about way around the Cape. .Among the primarily threatened islands,
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Sicily is best prepared for defense, but the preparations made on Sardinia 

and Corsica are still rather inadequate. The Italians ^vant German weapons 

and equipment for these islands, and handed a long list of items desired 

by them to General ¥AI1LIMO!TT. At present, only a few weak German reserve 

units activated by Colonel BADE are stationed in Sicily. For the time 

being, only the commitment of one German division and six German Flak 

batteries which are being moved up is intended. The assault battalions 

being activated at the Sennelager troop training grounds might also be

transferred to Sicily although it was intended originally to employ these 
units on Sardinia, and thus far the Fuehrer has reserved his decision as

to their commitment there. If these units should not be employed in 

Sardinia, the German anti-aircraft crews stationed there and those employed 

on the Isle of Rhodes must be reinforced by German motorcycle riflemen 

and antitank artillery. As far as Rhodes is concerned, this probably

would be the only solution, unless a combat group of the llth Air Force 

Ground Division were transferred to the isle. The transfer of German 

units to Corsica is not contemplated for the time being.

As far as the situation in Tunisia is concerned, the Italians too 

have realized that the transportation problem is the decisive factor. 

However, it is impossible to comply with General KEITEL'S request that a 

greater number of trains carrying supplies for Africa should be directed

to Sicily via the Strait of Messina. Three-fourths of the 370 railroad 

cars that can be ferried to Sicily across the iiessina Strait are needed 

to supply the isle itself, which always receives food supplies for three
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days only. The remaining 25 percent of the railroad cars is available for 

the supplying of the forces in North Africa.

6 March 1943

Distribution of the Flying Formations of the Air Force along the

Fourth 
Air Forces 
(Army Group 
A and South)

Eastern 
Air Forces: 
Headquarters 
(Army Group 
Center)

Sastern Front

11 bomber 5 dive 6 fighter 1 close- 1 1/3 long-range 
groups bomber groups support fighter

grOUpS rr-w«lir%group

1 2/3" 1 '' 3 2/3" 1/3 night 
fighter 
group

First 3 M i n
Air Force: 
(Army Group 
Worth)

Northern 1 1/3" 1/3"
Air Force
Command '  
(Finland)

3 1/3"

2 2/3"

Total: 17 bomber groups, 7 1/3 dive bomber groups, 15 2/3 fighter groups, 

1 close-support group, 1 1/3 long range-fighter groups and 1/3 

night fighter group, each group comprising an average of 20 planes 

ready to take off, totaling 42 2/3 groups, comprising about 655 

planes.
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General ROMLEL, in an estimate of the situation, suggested the with 

drawal of both armies in Tunisia to a narrow basis area. The Fuehrer 

rejects this suggestion because, in his opinion, such action would spell 

the beginning of the end. He is of the opinion that the situation in

Horth Africa can be mastered only by a substantial increase of the supply 

shipments. The enemy preparations for the attack vail be smashed by local 

thrusts. Last night, the British Air Force carried out a heavy attack on 

Essen.

9 Larch 1943

Distribution of the Flying Formations of the Air Force in the

Mediterranean area

Second 2 recon- 8 bomber 2 1/3 fighter 1 2/3 night 2 1/3 long- 
Air Force naissance groups groups fighter range 
Corps: squadrons groups fighter 
Sicily groups

Air Force 3 " 1 1/3" 6 2/3 « 2 dive 1 2/3 close- 
Corps : bomber support 
Tunisia groups groups

Tenth 3 " 3 " 1 "
Air Force
Corps:
Athens

Total: 8 reconnaissance squadrons, 12 1/3 bomber groups, 2 dive bomber

groups, 10 fighter groups, 1 2/3 night fighter groups, 2 1/3 long- 

range fighter groups and 1 2/3 close-support groups totaling 30 

groups, comprising about 600 planes plus 8 reconnaissance squadrons.
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The Fuehrer instructs OB Southeast that the German forces committed 

. in Operation 17EISS II will thrust forward as far as Llostar and occupy the 

bauxite mines located in that area.

Last night, the .British Air Force carried out a very heavy attack on 

Nuremberg.

10 March 1943

The Chief of the OIC.V, who returned to "?folfsschanze" yesterday after 

having stayed in "Jinniza for several days, reports that the Chief of Army 

General Staff intends to commit the bulk of the S3 Corps in an attack on 

Kharkov from the north, and simultaneously launch an attack in the area 

west-northwest of I-'harkov to tie down the enemy forces employed there. 

At present, the Donets front on both sides of Isjura is regarded as the 

most seriously threatened sector in the south of the Eastern Front. This 

sector, therefore, will be strongly fortified.

General ROLiLEL, who left Tunis by plane yesterday, arrives at "Yjehrwolf" 

today to report to the Fuehrer on the situation in Worth Africa. By the 

order of 5 March 1943, the 999th African Brigade has been changed into a 

division. For the time being, however, it is composed of two regiments 

only, as the activation of the third one has not yet been completed. An 

additional penal brigade will be activated for commitment in North Africa, 

to be made up exclusively of homosexual men. Although the Army High Command 

is opposed to this plan, the Chief of OK"'J insists that it be carried out.
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The unit in question is the Thierack Brigade. Anglo-American troops in the 

approximate strength of 85,000 men reportedly have arrived in French Worth 

Africa during the last few weeks. The Anglo-Americans are shipping about 

500,000 tons of supplies a month to North Africa against a volume of 

approximately 35,000 tons currently shipped to North Africa by the Axis 

powers.

Last night, the British Air Force staged a heavy attack on liunich.

11 I-arch 1943

The Fuehrer ordered that four tank battalions, comprising 30-40 of 

the heaviest panzers of the "Hornisse" type, be newly organized within 

the scope of the Inspector General of the Panzer Troops. The battalions 

are to be activated in the west and stationed in Normandy and Brittany.

General FELHY, Commanding General of the Corps for Special Assign 

ments, who is on his way from the Eastern Front to Tunisia, arrives at

HITLER'S headquarters "V/olfsschanze" for discussions.

During yesterday's report by General R011SL at "V/ehrwolf," the Fuehrer 

again rejected the suggestion to withdraw the two armies in North Africa 

to a narrow basis area, because such action would further aggravate the 

existing supply difficulties. HITLER declared that a supreme effort has

to be made to increase the volume of supplies for North Africa to 150,000 

tons a month. The Fuehrer viill discuss the necessary measures with 

Gross Admiral DOENITZ, Commander in Chief of the Navy, who thereupon will 

take the necessary steps in Rome.
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12 March 1943

The Duce yesterday agreed to an extension of the German operations 

in Croatia as far as the gates of !!ostar, and to the occupation of the 

bauxite mines located in that area by German troops.

Last night a heavy air attack v?as carried out on Stuttgart. Accord 

ing to final reports on results of the air attack on Berlin during the 

night of 1 - 2 March 1943, 649 persons were killed, 1,570 wounded 369 

of them seriously , 62 persons are missing, 35,000 are homeless, 20,000 

buildings were destroyed or damaged, and 1,6CO major fires, 500 fires of 

medium dimensions, and thousands of minor fires occurred. During the air 

attack on ^.ssen on the night of 5 - 6 llarch, 304 persons were killed, 

1,440 wounded, and 93 are missing; 396 mines and heavy demolition bombs, 

119,000 incendiary bombs, and 15,000 phosphorus bombs were dropped; 3,016 

buildings were destroyed, 2,050 were heavily damaged, substantial damage 

was inflicted on 3,000 buildings, and 18,000 were slightly damaged.

13 March 1943

On his return flight from 7/inniza to East Prussia, the Fuehrer 

stopped at Army Group Center's co.amand post this morning, and spoke to 

the commanders assembled there. The commanders are pleased about the 

extensive withdrawal movement of the Fourth and Ninth Armies, the success 

ful execution of which surpassed all expectations. Large-scale destruction 

was carried out in the course of the movements, which generally were com 

pleted without the loss of any materiel. After the Russians, who were
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ordered by their command at the outset to conduct a vigorous pursuit, had 

sustained substantial losses, they very hesitantly followed the withdrawing 

German armies vdth reconnaissance forces. The captured materiel referred 

to in the Russian reports actually comprises previously captured Russian 

equipment which was abandoned after it had been rendered useless. The new 

positions have been well developed and provided with uninterrupted wire 

entanglements and antitank ditches, although they have not been developed 

in depth. The work has been accomplished by the divisions which are to 

occupy the positions, and to a great extent by the civilian population. 

During the afternoon, the Fuehrer arrives at his headquarters "Wolfsschanze."

In view of a report received from General Von FALK75NHORST, Hilitary 

District Commander in Morway, on Sweden's attitude, the Fuehrer contemplates 

a reinforcement of the occupation forces in Morway. The following measures 

are under consideration: the transfer of two additional fortress battalions 

and one mountain division, although it is not yet clear where that div 

ision will be obtained, and the reinforcement of_:bhe 25th Panzer Division 

or the activation of a second armored division. For a discussion of the 

necessary measures, Colonel Von LOSSBURG, First General Staff Officer of 

the Military District Commander in florway, and General JODL, Chief of 

Staff of Twentieth Mountain Army in Finland and brother of the Chief of 

the Armed Forces Operations Staff, are ordered to appear at HITLER'S 

headquarters.

Last night, another heavy attack was carried out on Essen.
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14 liarch 1943

The Fuehrer issues a directive concerning the further conduct of 

operations in the east (the directive is not available). General HABEAS, 

Italian General attached to the German Armed Forces High Command, acting 

on orders of the Italian Supreme Command, requests that the Italian air 

forces which had been attached to the Italian Eighth Array be returned to 

Italy instead of being rehabilitated at Odessa as originally intended.

The Fuehrer discusses the measures to be taken to increase the supply 

shipments to North Africa with General KESSF.LRING, Commander in Chief of 

OB South, and Gross Admiral DOECTTZ. Gross Admiral DOSMITZ leaves for 

Home by plane during the afternoon.

16 larch 1943

The Fuehrer anticipates enetiy attacks against the sector of the Six 

teenth Army south of Lake Ilmen as a diverson aimed at distracting German 

attention from the major enemy attack which seems to be imminent at Lenin 

grad. The ?th Air Force Division will finally be relieved by an infantry 

division and assembled as OIC'J reserve (parachute division).

During today's discussion with the Chief of Staff of Twentieth iiountain 

Army and the I a of the ililitary District Commander in Morway, the follow 

ing decisions were made:

The Kilitary District Commander in Norway will release the 181st In 

fantry Division as GHQ reserve in exchange for one of the divisions employed 

at Leningrad, namely the 295th Division, which will be assigned to him as
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a fortress division. Furthermore, the 25th Panzer Division will be re 

inforced, and 500 motor truci s will be transferred to Itforway. Thus the 

supply transportation services in the northern area are working at top 

pressure for the time being, so that at present it is impossible to move 

up additional troops. In the area of the Twentieth fountain Army in 

Finland, a new jaeger division will be activated f roia troops released by ' 

the two divisions of XXXvT Mountain Corps. A further subject of discussion 

was the defense against a major enemy landing in the northern area and the 

close co-operation of the Military District Commander in Norway and the 

Twentieth Mountain Army in such defense. The Liilitary District Commander 

in Norway complains that a large number of young sailors who are suitable 

for service at the front are employed in nonessential positions at ad 

ministrative headquarters of the Navy. The Fuehrer will discuss the matter 

with the Commander in Chief of the Jfevy.

On orders of the Fuehrer, all airdromes in the vicinity of Vichy will 

be rendered unserviceable in order to prevent an abduction of Marshal Petain. 

The Fuehrer also wishes that the Italian artillery and engineer officers 

who are employed in the development of positions in the Peloponnesus and 

on Rhodes acquaint themselves with the West 'Wall. This pertinent suggest 

ion will be made to the Italian Supreme Command by the German General in Rome.

17 March 1943

?/ith regard to the over-all situation at the Eastern Front, the Fuehrer 

and the Chief of Army General Staff are of the opinion that the enemy attacks
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against the front of the Second Panzer Army have come to an end and that 

the enemy is withdrawing forces from that area. It is believed that these 

forces are heading partly toward the south in order to halt the German 

attack in the Kharkov area, and partly toward the north for the major enemy 

attack which the German command expects at Leningrad. Russian forces 

apparently are also being transferred to the Leningrad area from the area 

of Welikije Luki.

In view of the anticipated enemy attack in the Leningrad area, the 

Fuehrer orders the reinforcement of the First Air Force at the expense of 

the Fourth Air Force.

The British Eighth Army launched the attack against the Mareth position 

yesterday morning, achieving some local penetrations. In view of the com 

paratively weak artillery preparation, General DEICHLIANN, Chief of Staff 

of OB South, calls the attacks opening actions.

Helmuth GREINER


