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Sturmpanzer Abteilung 217, formed in the spring of 1944, fielded almost every version of the
Sturmpanzer. This battalion also fielded the second largest quantity of Sturmpanzers, second to the
216th, with about 30% of all Sturmpanzers being delivered to this unit.
Photographic evidence shows that the 217th possessed upgraded Series 1, Series 2, Series 3 and Series
4 (both early and late). The original batch of Sturmpanzers delivered to the 217th from May to August
of 1944 would likely consist of all these versions though the Series 4 would all have had Zimmerit at
that time. Once the battalion lost all its vehicles in Normandy the replacements going forward would
be Series 4. The unit would receive about 60 vehicles after the discontinuation of Zimmerit so by late
1944 Sturmpanzers without Zimmerit would have been common in the unit.
Some units make unique modification to their vehicles which makes them easier to identify in
photographs. The 217th during their early period in Normandy added spare track holders to the sides
of the superstructure. One spare track holder was fixed to each side of the superstructure of the
Series 2 and Series 3 Sturmpanzers, while a short and a long spare track holder were fixed to each
side of the superstructure of the Series 4 version. The changed superstructure of the late version also
allowed an additional spare track holder to be fixed to the front on the right side of the gun it seems
this practice was discontinued after the Normandy campaign.
Markings are something that seemed to have been applied in a very inconsistent manner during the
latter part of the war and the 217th was no exception. The Balkenkreuz seemed to be applied in four
locations. During the Normandy campaign photos of Sturmpanzer in Falaise Gap show it placed on the
front fender (loaders side) and another in the back just above the muffler. For later vehicles,
beginning in October, they were place on the superstructure sides, which is typical for many vehicles,
and on the front on the driver’s port. The presence of tactical numbers was sporadic; they can be
seen on the early vehicles of the unit and also on vehicles to the end 1944. Several Sturmpanzers of
the unit also had a name painted on the gun barrel armor sleeve. There is evidence of 5 examples
with names painted on the guns of this unit.
Camouflage seems to be the standard dunkelgelb base with a pattern sprayed in olivgrun and/or
rotbraun. Later, during the November/December time frame, there are vehicles in the unit with a
Disc camouflage pattern.
Most of these observations are based on the 1944 time period as I have yet to see photograph of a
217th Sturmpanzer that was supposedly taken in 1945.
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Series 3 Sturmpanzer in
Odefontaine, August
1944. This vehicle has the
typical extra spare track
holder on the side. No
tactical numbers or
Balkenkreuz are visible.

Series 4 Sturmpanzer
around Cintheaux, August
1944. This vehicle has the
typical extra spare track
holder on the side but
then also an additional
smaller one on the side as
well as the front. No
tactical numbers or
Balkenkreuz are visible.
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Series 3 Sturmpanzer,
destroyed by crew in the
Falaise Gap, August 1944.
This vehicle has the
typical extra spare track
holder on the sides. It
also has a tactical number
and Balkenkreuz on both
the fender and back, also
possibly on the sides.

Same Sturmpanzer
showing the Balkenkreuz
on the back.
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Series 4 Sturmpanzer in
Honthem, September
1944. This example does
not display any
Balkenkreuz but does
have a tactical number
and a name written on
the gun barrel sleeve.

Several samples of names
on the gun barrel sleeve.
You will notice that the
top two examples both
have the underline with a
curved back ending.
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Series 4 Sturmpanzer in
Hürtgenwald, November
1944. This Sturmpanzer
has a Balkenkreuz on the
driver port and a name on
the gun barrel sleeve.
This Sturmpanzer has also
been painted in a Disc
camouflage pattern.

Series 4 Sturmpanzer in
Hürtgenwald, November
1944. This is another
Sturmpanzer with Disc
camouflage, possible the
same one. From this side
view we can see a
Balkenkreuz almost dead
center on the side along
with a tactical number 8.
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