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THE COURSE OF EVENTS OF THE GERMAN
OFFENSIVE IN THE ARDENNES

-~ -

16 Dec 44 to 14 Jan 45

Coneidered from the Germen viewpoint, prepared from the WFSt records
by Major PERCY ERNST SCHRAMM, Professor, the then conductor of the Var
Diary of the WFSt,

krefatory note: Available to the buthor for this skeich besides ume
marked mepe are only tha extracts from the documents mede by him from the
War Diary. This composition suffers therefrre from & lack of further aids
(Armed Forces and Situation Retimetes, Orgenization Time Charte, Situation
Maps, Surveys of Troop Organization),

An exact presentetion of the prepcratione (September to 15 December
1944), in bulk about 40 tyoved pages 18 to be found in the recorde of the
War Diary, which was handed over to the CIC in early sy, Therefore, the

time before the offensive is not discussed in the following.
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Early on 16 Dec begen the offenelve in the Ardennes grepered eince
October, Thie offersive hed received the code name "Wetch on Rhine" to
creete the impression epmong those not fully initiated that it wes only a
matter of a lorge scale defensive meessure againet the threatening Qen;tra—
tion to the Rhine,

The orders to be sent out from the Supreme Commend had already been
issved in time; everything was prepared down to the lest detell: Ly nmumercues
conversations and diescuseione, supplemented Dy contlinuasl oral and telephonic
connection between the Fuehrer'e Heodquertere, C in C West (Fiold !Murshall
von Rundetedt), and Army Groug B (Field Marshell Model) it wae provided that
all commanc echelons should work in exectly the szme directlion, Only the
long eince prepared "Special Jirectives for the treatment of the civilien
peruletion, civil administraticy, end prisoners of war"' remeined to be issued,
The fundamental principle should be that the Germen behavior would follow
thet of the netive populece, and thut "rear echelon conditione" with relation
tc the civilians should be mvoided., It was provided that the former offices
would take over the esdministretion of Holland, Belgium, end Luxembourg, ineofar
ae they were cleasred »f the enemy, thit ie, Reiche Comriezioner Dr Seyes-
Inquert, Grohe, and Gauleiter Simon, Ko new military government would be
erozted (a leaflet for the soldiere followed on 26 Dec).

In the firet two deys of the offensive, beczure of thoroughneas of
preperation, there was no need for the Supreme Command to intervene, It was
esteblished that the enemy had no continnous MLR, but 2conducted his defenee

from strong defeneive positiouns in & depth ¢ 4 to 65 kllowaters, FEie security
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troops had been ordered to retreat esccording to plen, though in meny cases
they were not succeesful ir doing this, Bxtensive uee wee mede of wire obstacles
end mines, In the immediate viclnity of the defenslve strongpointe small
groups of 4 to O tanks were resdy es counter thruet reservee, end further dback
fully motorized reeerves were held ir resdiness. Counecequently, we were
succes’fl ip attalining conslderable gains in territory, but the hope that

our movile unlts wouvld breek through on the firet dey and obtein one or the
other croesivg of the Meuee did not materimlize, Yet the tip of the ettack
arrow did force ite wey throuzh to open territory, where the chernces were as
£00d or better, becsuse here in & mobile conduct of operstions the Gerwens
could attempt to avoid those sectors in which the enemy was presenting etrong
resietance, &nd then attack on the flanke or into the rear. Moet unsetie-
factory wase the situation on the right wing, where not enly did 6 Panger Army
threaten to bog down, but &leo the erxemy made ccuntr.s thruete sgainst the
flanks,

On 18 Dec for the firet time o courred the moment when the Supreme
Commend geve C in C West & new directive.

C in C West had proposed on 16 Dec to support the main attack by a sub-
eidiary one, which 15 Army would conduct, to tie up enemy forces, He now re=
ceived the Fuehrer'e order that this ettack wae to be disregarded, In Hitier'e
opirion no success could bLe expectedas 1f the enemy wera to concentrate his
forces at the secondary point of attack, he etill had on other fronte be=-
ceuse of the maseing of forcee which hed occurred in the present offencive so

many other troope trat we could not axpect tu breek through with later thirusts



et other placee. To relieve the north flank of 6 Panzer Army, © Pz Div and
18 Pz Gr Div were ordered to tre Blenkenheim-Stadtkyll=Ahrdiorf area, though
OKW reserved for iteelf the control of treee divisions. A further weekening
of 156 Arny wes to be provided by a withdruovel »f ermy troaps; in any cese
messures for this should be made ready. The riek invclved here could be
chanced, beceusc presumably the enemy would not uncertske anythicg on bie
former offenasive front et this moment,

In the corresponding order wich C in C West released on the ssme day
(18 Dec), he ordered 7 Army to creste full freedom of meneuver for 5 Panger
Army by following both panzer armieer (5 sand 6) es quickly as possidle, winning
ee much terrain as poseible, and tien swinginz tc the south and southwest,
The assignment eseemed fecsible., The enemy at the moment wee woekest ageinst
7 Aruy end in any casé he neednd more time to fill out nie line, which hed
beon torn into loose deforeive pointe, by drawing up his newly arrived re-
sarves, and to close it together., The etrength of 7 Army was increased on
12 Dec by %he relerwe to C in C West of the particularly well equipped
Svehrer Greredier Brigedc (later the Fuehrer Grenniier Division) which was
Qietinguiebed for ite firet cloee manpower material,

The situation on 6 Panzer Army's right flank was quite iifferent from
that on the left, -

Ia the gouree of 1€ Dec the arriving messagee mede it clear that the situa=~
tion here was workings out to the dieedvantage of our unita, Consequeatly,
it was necessery to make new decieione for the right wing, The messures rug-

gested by C in C West on 16 Dec were now approved, C in C Wert received on 1€



Dec the order to conduct there measvree so thet Arry Grcup H on 22 Dec would Ve
ready within 24 houre to launch an atteck over the lower Meuse, To eneure ¢ full
surprise, day movements and any early glving swey of the attack were forbiddens
movement toward the eart should te sirulated. In case of a succees, all
avallable forces of 20 Army were to bte prepared to follow, Only security
troops should remein on the Meuse and on the Weal, but the coastel protection
forces cghould not be weckened,

To breax the resistance in front of the particularly hard hit 777 Inf
Div on 19 Dec the Fuehrer considered bringing up the & Pz Gr Div, which hed
letely come nut of 1tsly, over Eleenborn and then turxing it off to Monscheu,
Eowever, the further development of the situation wee awalted. DBeceuse the
counter pressurc exerted bWy the enemy on the right flank still continued, and
threatened to grow sharper, C in C Weet on 21 Dec osrdered Arms droup B to clear
up the situation se quickly as poesible, The intentione on 3 Pz Gr Div
were changed in that it and 12 S5 Pz Div were incorporateic into the thrust
movement of the other unite. As the objective to be ettained, C in C West
wee given the capture of ST Vith on the right wing and the extension of the
ground gained then to the weet, ee well as the quickest poseible formation
of btridgehezdrs over the Mouvee betwoen Fuy-Givet, that la, oun Yoth sidee of
Nemur. For C ir C Weat it war & metter of ¢o b ilding the rnertrern fromt of
the attuck arrow that 1t would run 1€ to 20 kilometarc nortn of the roeds
used by the motorized un‘ts ecné thus vould meke poeeible their use unhampered
by ertillery, Ou the left flark he wented the screening to be pushed so far

that 1t wonld meke contact with the block at Orascholz (in the Metz-Dieuze line),
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An entlre)y new phese in planning entered when C in C Weet decided to
exploit immedistely the elready noticeastble lightening of the front left of
the attuck area, To releese unite for the broken southern front of thre
attack wedge, the enemy hed eseen himeelf forced to give up uncontemtel the
oriogehead over the Sear which he had won in the course of long and hard
oattles, to provide a line that would seve him troops. 1t coulc be considered
certain that the enemy internded to withdrew further troope from thie sector,
which would complicate develomente on the still fluid eoutherr front, C in
C West ordered therefore on the evaning of 21 Dec Army Group @ to exploit the
new situation b; local night attacks, ard the preparation of a surprise
attack for iie rewinning of the Zebarr Rise, Perticular secrecy wee ordered;
preparations siiculd be establiasked with an ensuirg removal of the Army Group.

The Fuehrer, who on 22 Dec wee informed of ¢his order, caw on %le
contrary bettor poesibllitles in ar attack further eaet, since the nececrary
forcee wo:ld flrst have to be supplied for a thrust sut from the northwest
Vosces Messive still in our hends, He ordered thercfora nn ciemipatisc ¢ the
poe:ibility of an attack from Bitech ard northwest of it to the eouth, for
wheih two armoreu divieione and three infeatry divielons would be provided,
as the object should ve kept in minu to attack the American forces in the
Welssenburg area in the rear., In general the Fuehrer demanded that the
entire Weat Front be es active es possidle to deceive the enemy crnd to tie
up k'c forces,

C in C West, to whom thie mission wuc !mpartod on trc come day, chaaged

on thc next dey his orcer of Zl Dec corrcapondinsly. In additlon he ordered
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a triel to cee if the front comld be slhiftec forward of tihe ORSCHOLZ tliocit
with the troops on hend, in the event the left flank of the Third Anericen
Army should come up, Ae the trou.c for the thrust agesinst the Zaberr Rise
fcrr infontry and three armored units were provided; the date of the attack
would be the firet weer in Janusry, OC in C Upper Rhine weo irnformed of t:is
on <3 Dec and asked to support the planned atteck oy assault troop
opergtions and the bullding of bridgeheadée rnorth and e¢outh of Stresevourg,

Un 24 Jec & cCiscuesion with Army Group G took olace, The account of
the discussion isevew on ZF lec estallicied tie eace igre of "North ¥ind"
for thr new operetion. Ip ite announcement of intentions, Army Group G
designated as the ovject of the operation the winning of the Zabern Riee
in the Pfolzburg-Zabern sector in order to deetroy the enemy in North
Alesace and to makxe contact with the 19 Army.

The continuation of thie parellel operetion belonges to the further
pregentation of thies account only as it stende in immediate relatiorship
with the main offensive in the Ardennes. We turn again © the main
offensive.

To support the efforts of C in C West, the Supreme Command on 23
YJec released the 9 Penzer Div and the newly arrived from Itely 15 Pz Gr
Div from its reserve which hed been held back as much as poesidble. In
addition, it was ordered to move the © and 167 Volksgrenadler Divisions
forward:; for this purpose, 10 end 11 Pz Dive were to be aseembled end
refitted (both volksgrenasdier divisione were releamsed for employment on

26 Dec).



By the obeervatione made in the meantime, and the continued reports
on newly contrcted or regrouped enemy unite, it could be seen how the
enemy reacted to the surprise, what counter meesures were introduced by
nim, £nd what probebilities in the future muet be taken into sccount,

The "big plcture" made on 26 Jec, in jndgment of which the Fuehrer,
Col Gen Jodl of the WFST, and C in C West mgreed, looked like thist from
the south the enemy wae conducting & unified courter stteck with four to
five divisione, which threstenad the sttack wedge 2t its bese; on the north
front between Dinent and east of Merche the enemy likewiue was conducting
e unified sttacx, elthough here it was slready estebliched that his counter
attack pbetween Stavelot and lMornschau had already stuck fast. A for ue, it
wae to be noted &£:c an advantage that the left wing of 5 Fanzer Army vas now
more fluid. 5 rFenzer Army hed edvenced for to the west in the direction of
the Meuse, The protection of its flanks, north as well me south, was still
unestisfactory; 7 Army wae suffering e crisis beczuse of the counter atteck,
but this at the moment could be considered only locel.

Was 1t poerible under these circumstances to thrust forward over the
Meuse #e olannea? Tnis ie, wee 1t poseible to attain that objective, which
in the event of an ideal course of evente shoula have been reeched within the
first tvo dnye, end then the further objective of Antwerp, end thus the roll-
inz up of the entire eneny front from Trier to tie oceen? The final objec-
tive could Jlay no part in the unmlysie, ae long se the intermedlate odbjec-
tives hed not been attained. This was even more the case wnen the projected

necondary atteck of Army uroun E wee agein given up. After weigiing all



circumetrnces the upreme Command established that the vlanned tihrust from
the Araennee ovor the reuse could still be regeraed es praecticel:; however -
this was eetabliuhéd on 26 Dec = the attainment of the intermediste objec-
tives devended on two circumstsnces: (1) In the south on the regaining of
the equilibrium on the Sauer (Sure); (2) In the north on the destruction
of enemy forces staxnding on the right flank of 15 (eic) Penzer Army between
Qurthe and Meuse north of the line Merche-Dinont,

Un the szme day (26 Jec) C in C Weet releessed to Arny Group B a
corresponding order, rccordingly, the formetion of s bridgehead at Duren
vlanned oy him for Z9 “ec should no: be ettempted, as in C in C West's
opinion, it would involve too great loeses., Ineterd he orderec that gll
forcee which could be made eveilsble should be brought up to the line. In
tuie connection the 340 V& Div was shifted to Menderfeld, that ie, in the
sleenborn aree; in addition two further divisione were relemsed. 7 Army
received both VG divieions which OKW lhad releseed from its reeerve on 23 Yee,
In sadition, C in C Weat epgreed to/gic?l CSorps over to 15 Army from 6 Punzer
Army. Operationslly, C in C West epnroved 5 Penzer Army's intention to turn
off to the northeest, eo thet it could esttack from the rear the enemy trooce
east of the reuese,

rarasllel with these efforts of C in C Weest to increase the attack
cepucity of the soeerheed, OKW for its part placed all emphasis on keeoing
the offensive troopve intact. *aulacemente to the number of 24,000, of
which 6,000 were ucnzer grenedier, were announced to C in C West for Jamuary;

in acaition, the 10@ decrease in ntrength of all thenteres of war, which was
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supnosed to bring ebout a decresse in etaffe 2nd supoly units, was
suspeaded for Army Yrouv % until ) Februsry 1945. Requeets of C in C
Upper “hine for reinforcerents were declined. Oruere for the refitting of
exheueted divisione and othere sinilar were issued.

lIn spite of all these efforte .o decisive change in the entire
eituation was to be brought about, eince the enemy front had srown steedily
fired in the meentime and there wee no nlace suitable for a penetration.
The year's laet days brought only locel territorisl geins and the repelling
of new eénemy attacke mgainat the flanks,

peetogne hed been revealed as the point of mein difficulty, though
our troops had been able to surround it, however, the town itself, with
ite imnediate vicinity end the cross roamds, which were unconc “ionally
necessary for the rear area linoe of communicatione and supply, remeined
in the hends of the enemy, who vefended here with dogged isuchness., He wae
gupported by attacke to the south from the vicinity northeast of dNeufchateau,
80 thet ne could hope for a reliaf. Ubviously the enemy commend also
recognized tliat Pastogne hed a decisive mecening for the success or failuro
of t.e offeneive. By continually remewea attacks egeinst tne soutnern front
he succeeded in ovening the pocket and in holding open an at first narrow
ploe line to the outside. Leinforcemenis and everything else neceseary
could thus be drought in to the encirclei trocpe, 8o that the hope of
clearing up this vocket of reelstance further diainisned,

At the beginning of the New Yeer a trial balence was esgaln drawn by

the Suprere Command, iee the offenaive, se it hau taken plece, to be
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considerea a feilure or a succees? The intermeaiate objcctive of croseing
tre leuse had not been attained and neithor haa tﬂe long rancze objective,
the conquest of Antwerp. DBut both these gzoels had originated in the
intention of restoring to our command the initiative thsat had been lost
since 6 June 1244, and thereby preventing the penetretion to the Hhine
threatening from the Aechen aree &snd from the Upper Rhine. ilot to weaken
premeturely the reserves for tne orojected offensive, all requeste made by
Arny Group G for new divisione had been refused or complied with cnly in
the smellest degree. Consequently, Army Group G wes no't able to contein
the enemy in Alsace or to prevent his advance to the Upper Rhine., Only Dby
this greet ratural obsiecle wae‘the enemy held up, and then ke turned to
the Seerpfelz, whose loes threatened the greatest military rs well as
economic disadventages., Consequently, at the offensive's beginning the
asnger hed existed thzt the enemy first would thrust over luren to Cologne,
secondly, that he would cross the Rhine in the sector of C in C Upper thine
and force our troops beck to the Schwerzwrld, and thirdly, that he would
venetrate to the Sesrpfalz ana then thresten the khine Z£falz. If the offen-
aive i6 considered from thie onoint of view, then it was not only e success,
but & telling euccess at the time. ~Zrevious enemy intentiones hed come to
naught, the adanger trreatening at Luren, on the Seer, and on the Upoer Rhine,
naa been elimirsted. From the informstion on nand, it covld be secen thnat
the eneny hed employed precticslly all his trooos aveiluble to him in the
west, anc trat seversl could be regarded as unfit for battle for a long

time. Particularly reveletory of his situation wae his emoloyment of sirborne



troops in ground conflict, for the irregular use of such highly valuable
divisions wes viewed as & sign that this hapvened only because of & lack

of other troops. In eddition, it wae a matter of satisfaction that thereby
the denger of airtorne operations, which the Arnheim battle hed 8o emphatic-
elly indiceted, wae excluded for the near future.

In so fer es it had been a metter of getting the initiative in our
hande, the goal of Ardennee offensive should be considered as attained. If
nothing more could be hed in the breskthrough area itself, we could go over
to the defensive and thereby tie up the eremy's forces again, while in the
neentime withdrawirg some divisione and employing them on other frontel
sectors weekly held by the enemy, &nd there produce such a superiority that
smeller offensives would be promieing. If we succeeded thereby in crushing
otrner enemy unite, it must be more difficult for him to launch such a lerge
scale offensive as the one at Aachen. By guick shifting of main efforts it
seemed possible to conduct a series of such blows one after another, and thus
eneure in the long run vaat the initiative further remeined in our hends.

Tre first underteking of this sort was the "North Wind" operation
which had been worked on in plen eince 24 Dec. .ts objective se hae alreasdy
buen mentioned - should be to free Alsace, where only shearply decreased
numbers of Americen and French troops were presumed to be. The atteck wes
originelly plenned for 2300 houvrs on 31 Dec, but later poetuoned. On 2 Jan
a new slert wes releseed, on which on 5/6 Jan the attack began., In the
meantime on 3 Jan e plan for enother operation with the object of crushing

the four to five American divisions hetween Forbach end Pfalzburg wes
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prepared.

It muset be sketchely indicated here how, in relastion with the other
theaters of wer, the shifting of the situstion on the west front should be
regerded.,

A view of the other fronts found st the moment nothing disturbing. In
Italy, the enemy had obtained no further declsive gamins, snd it could be hoped
that the southwest front could be further held. In the southeast, Army Group
E hed been succesafully withdrawn from the Balkane and had built up a new
front around Croetie. Hungary wes in large part loet, Budapest was encircled
on all sides, but here also a2 new MLR had been built elong the East Front.
The Russisns attacked intn Courland, where the Army Group employed there
successfully warded off the attacks of & nmumericaelly fer superior enemy and
ironed out small salients into our front. It was certein that new offencives
on the Vistula as well &s in ®est Prussis were imminent, dbut every day that
the Russians waited, and they waited longer than the Germans hed thought
vrobable, geve us thePpportunity of stabilizing the front and the containing
lines prepsred behind it, of resting our units, and perfecting treining for
the imminent defense., Numerically the relationship in men and materiel
along the entire front and also in the recognized attack areaes wae as
unfavorablé es before, but such sn enemy superiority had had to be reckoned
upon eince the beginning of the Ruazsian campaign. Not only the optimists
believed thet it wouwld be possidble to bring thie new ltussien assault, even
if with terrein losses, to a halt.

On the other fronts the Uermens had lost the initistive, but defense

s 154



did not need to be regsrded es unpromising.

S0t to speak of affeirs of stete, the continmal denger wes the
increasingly depressed ccndition of war industriee csused by shortagee of
meteriel, the alr war, ond meny other fectors. Further there was the
progreesive difficulty of supply beceuse of the traffic bottlenecke on the
rellroeds snd highweys, &8 well as the exhaustion of our units, kost
dangerous was the shortnese in gasoline supply, incressing “n intensity from
week to week in epite of all counter measures: it had now gone 8o far tnat
in any operation, even those local in nature, it first had to be inaulred
if adequete supplies of gas end Diesel oll were availadble, and whether they
could be procured at the right time. For this reacon 1t was imperatively
necessery to hold the district southwest of the rlatten See snd the city of
Komorn north of the Yenube in our hends in Hungary where our lest petroleum
district as well as the few etill overesting reflneries were loceted.

Thet the weather, which at the operestione beginning had prevented the
enemy's eir force from reaching full extent, again grew better, meent for
C in C Weet an essentiel handicap, and for the troope a renewal of that
tension that hed elresdy had so much influence in forcing them to give the
field up to the enemy from Normandy on.

To strike the enemy's air force where, becsuse of Germen eir inferior-
ity he leset expected it, 2ll available fighter craft were employed in one
blow egainst enemy air stripe in Belgium and NRorth Frence (overstion "Boden-
platte"). Success was great} the account rendered on 2 Jan reported that

467 plenes were destroyed, 66 were shot down in aerisl combat, end the others



were destroyed on the ground (278 of these reported on aerisl photogresphs, and
123 were observed fzlling). To be sure our own losses were so high that

a continuation of such eattacks had to be gziven up. A very short relief of

our own troops wes felt, This was the collective situstion,.

The judgment paesed in writing by the Supreme Command on 4 Jan (in the
pezinning of the Fuehrer's directive releesed on thet day) was that our
offensive hed compelled the eneny to stop hie attempts to break through st
“achen end sgeinet the Seernfrlz, and that the enemy had so regrouped his
forcee thet half of them were tied up by the still attacking Army Group B.

The reveree side of the picture was - as it was described here also -
that the enemy not only hed been sble to build up » contimious frent around
the zttack arrow, but the intention wes cleerly recognizable of crushing
Army Group b by dierunting ites supply lines and by concentric attacke into
the flenks. Lo pros.ect of success could be cscribed to a continuation of
the operation as originelly planned (C in C West spoke thus o Army Group B
on 3 Jen on the basise of & Fuehrer directive.)

The first goal must be to clear up the situation at Bastogne., On 2
Jan C in C West ordered Army Group B to 8o continue the atteck that the
encirclement would be restored if poesidle; Army “roup therefore should
attack either from the West to the southesst or from the southeast towerd
the northwest, To this the latter replied that the enemy in the meantime
hed ettained new penetratione and attempted to cut off the jumping off
ground southeaest of Bastogne. The erea had grown so nerrow that no addi-

tional motorized unit could be brought into it. General Field Marshal
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Model who was sctuelly there on the spot answered theat the plan requested
by the Supreme Commend wes not feasible, becszuse of the enemy's etrength
southeaet of Bastogne end & terrain unesuiteble for tanke, However more
suitable terrsin which aleo prcvided a orosuvect of surprising the enemy
was available north and northeast of Bastogne. Model wsnted therefore to
atteck with the ¢ SS Pz Div from the north, the 12 SS P2 Div from the
northeest, and the Fuehrer Grenesdier Brizede from the east. The Fuehrer
agreed to this proposel.

C in C West supplemented his orders on 3 Jan by s further one which
prescribed for the Army Group ite future procedure: it should in the future
tie up and crush as strong enemy forces ss poseible, in support of the
other operstions which were plenned for the VWest YFront. Consequently, it
wes the Army Group's new assignment to retain the newly won territory in
ell essentials. The sssignnent to clear up the Bastogne situation under eny
circumstances remained unchanged. 5Since the enemy would shortly ettack 6
Panzer Army, the latter's front must be reinforced. The long defeneive
flenks needea particular ettentioun, to prevent concentric emnemy working
in, end the defenae capacity of the West Wall must be improved.

The orders in effect were compressed snd rounded off in a Fuehrer
directive. C in C West's general micssion was so expressed : he should bty
quickly repeated blows, whose location the Fuehrer reserved for himself,
destroy the Anglo-Americar armies one sfter another, and go retain the
initizative at all coste, Army Group Upper Khine should join the attack

operetion ut the appointed time not only north of Strashourg but also from
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12 Army territory in & nortrern and northwestern direction.

The following speciel missione were given both Army Grouve and C in
C Upper ahinet

Army Group B had firet the mieeion of containing the forcee concentrated
on its front, enc to fortify its voaition shoulc crush the enemy at Bastozne
where a strong southern front would be built., Army Group G ehouvlc eo conduct
the operation "North Wind" that enemy forcee between the lower Vosgee end the
knine were destroyed, and the western exists of the Voeges were taken for e
continuation of the offensive,

1t was reminded thet the thruet to Zsbern end the bloking of the
Zebvern-Searburg roed formed an essential prerequisite for the launching of
future operations or for a turning off of the originel direction of attack
to tre couthweet, in czse the enemy were to evecuste the Leuterburg-sitsch-
Heggeneu erea,

Army Group Upper Khine received the order to build A bridgeheed north
of Strasbourg anc to bring about a connection between 1 Army end 19 Army in
a northwesterly direction or where poeeidle to win the western existe of the
Vosges, 1f enemy withdrewsle made that possiltle.

The forzetions which would be supplied Army Group G were asssembled by
it north and east of Saerbruecken for the prepsration of the partial offensive
planned between Forbach-Pfelzburg.

The next few desys brought with them a further worsening of condlitione
in the breakthrough area. The counterattack mede egeinst Bestogne led to no

succees of great proportion; on the contrary the enemy succeeded in eso broaden-



ing the originel cive like entrence to the road croseirg that our chances

of once wgaln clousipg it of f finally diesap.ecred. Tne front thue originating
in the south and eouthwest of Lastogne was exvosed to strong attacks, and had
to be witherawn more enc more. Consequently, the esituation on the south
front wae not only uneatisfectory but geve rise now to serioue concern., At
the seme time the eneny sttacrxed from the north znd the northwest; he attain-
ea elow but steady succeeses r:ieinet 6 fenrer Army, so that the eitustion

at the point of the atiack wedge wes untenable in the long run. Frox this a
new fuehrer directive relessed on 3 Jen, arew the conclueions: it approved
the withdrewal of the froo’” to the line Douchamos (nortkwest of Le Roche) =
Longehemps (northwest of Bmstogne)., Thet thereby e ueseure decielve for
future overrtions hed been resorted to wes cleer to all those informed. For
1t meent not only thet a renunciation of the intentione originmlly plenned
had oeen finelly made visible, but Rleo that now the enemy had the ocoportuni-
ty of wresting for himeelf the hard fought for initiative. To prevent this,
the seme directive ordered further: ae ecoon zs the enemy ;éérgeniéed this
witnarewsl movement, his previoues attack objectives would no lon er seem
cttractive. It wee to be oresumed thst he would transfer the ovoint of hie
mein satteck further to the east, or -~ whet muet be presumed more .robable =
thet he would withdrew 10 to 12 divisions for employment esgainst thinly

held fronte, To meet this dsnger, strong forces of Army uroup B must
{nmedistely be made free in order not to lose freedom of action. Therefore,

the ruehrer ordered the withdrawel of 2 Psnzer Corps, four armored units,

and two Werfer Brigedes (a1l in mll, the 6 Panzer Army) with the employment
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of exteneive deception, For the time being these unite were traneferred
in the erea northeast of St Vith and east of “iltz, since there enemy
counterattacks seemed certain. Army Group B's miscion remsined for the
reat unchanged,

On ¢ Jan the Fuehrer ordered once agein emphetically trat 1 end II
55 renzer Corps with the 1, 2, 9, and 12 S5 Penzer Divieiones, were to de
immeaietely relieved from the front and aerembled for s short term rest
ené refitting bekind Army Grouo G. C© in C Yeet received the task of ensuring
through strincent orcers thet these units were not thrown piece-meel into
the bettle and thus delayed in their scsembly (tnie order wes supplemented
on 15 Jen by another tnat 1 end II 55 Panser Corpe ehould have a short
term refitting ceriod in C in C West's territory).

Since the enemy continued his stteck, the first withdrawal movement
wae snown to be not adequeta. Therefore C in C Yest received on 14 Jan
the Fuehrer's auproval for a withdrewsl of the front on the line Cherain =
herd eest of Fouffellze which shouvld remain under our own artillery fire =
Bourzy - the former MLR, scuth of Longvilly. This movement should be so
opportunely timea thet no further losses for Army Group B should occur.
Thereby the initistive in the former ettack sres pessed to the enemy. It
wee 5till the cuestion if the actione introduced in the meentime could be
brought to succees. We bresk off our presentation here, and muet direct
the sttention to enother further frctor, which influencea the view of the
overell sltuation,.

Cn 1¢ Jan the long aweitec Ruesian offeneive had begun. In epite of
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nll defensive oreparatione it attained euch ceep breakthroughe on the

first few deye that all exgectitisns werc exceeded. Thersfore it wase
ordered at the emme time to transfer the 712 Div from the west to Techen~
stockau (weet of Krakau) as ouickly as poseible. In exchenge for the

209 Inf Div, which hed been ceetined for the Upper khine, C in C Upper
Rhine received tne 2 itn Div from Norway, end since this divielon hed
elreacy been uromised to C in C west, he In turn wee compeneated by =»
promise of the 16¢% Inf Uiv to be drawn froin horway, The 712 Inf Div would
Le replacec by snother liorwegian divieion, the 163 Inf Div, 350 one hole

wae patehed with much labor end enother torn. That & reeervoir of troops
should be present in Norwey beceuse of the withdrawal from Finland was
efficaclioue in a poritlve senee in the weet £e well £3 on the eastern front,
but the bringing uw. of these troops mede foot merches, reilroed journey, cea
tranevort end egeln reilroed trevel sand more foot marches necessary, end
experienced msny interruptione from the minee in the Cattezst znd was far
longer protreacted tran wae firat estimeted. Conseguently, tae effect of
these reinforcements entering in vert in regimenterl slize was of linited
meaning in tie overell picture.

Un 14 Jen occured the order for the tranefer of two volks artillery
corps from the woet to the eemt, on 15 Jan an army engineer brigace destined
for the weet wes detoured to the east. Further orders of this sort followed
in the next few ceys. The Eaetern Front showed iteelf eagain to be a euction
vunp which weekened ell other fronts. Consequently, events on the Western

Front were influenced by those on the “cstern Front, which had not been the



czee during the Ardennee offencive, enu more 80 from weex to0 weex.
Finally it beceme necessary to tarow into the Eeet the 6 rsnzer Army, the

last hope of any activity on the Western Front. Thet the 6 Penzer Army

be employed for the defense of the last petroleum supoly, illuminated light=-
ning like the entire situntion: overative intentione nec finelly given way

to the necessitier of & war economy.

NOTE: There sre the following indicationr or eetimates of our own #nd
enery loeses end caesuerlties!
1. From 16 to 31 Dec Army Group B lost -

102 essault guns

77 Merk IV

132 lark V
13 Mark V1

324 - totel mseault suns and tsnke
2. Loeees in enemy eircraft in tane "sodenplatte" operastion of 1 Jan 45
are presented in the text sbove, elso

3. Enemy loseee, &8 well e: our own, in the neriod from 16 Vec 44 to

25 Jan 45¢

Znony Qur own
dead and wounded (estizated Jeadt 12,652
about 100,000 Wounded 38,600
pris- Miesing: 30,582
oners 26,430 o
81,834
126,430 (according to another

pccount:  98,024)

4, Enemy casueltiee in tanks, etcs
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LCOT DESTRCYRED

Tenke #nd assnoult Qe 123 § 1,242
Armored lcn cars 65 220
Guns, AT, AA 193 2ch
Alr Jlanee enc gliders ce 125

The eneuy'e loseee meant n loss in comont effectiveness of nt least 10

¢ivielons, reinforced by army troops,



