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General P e t e r s en

of the Infantry Allendorf, June 196
A=890 Trans,

The events depicted in the following pages have been set down
entirely from memory, there baing no written data of any kind
at the disposal of the writer, They ocannot, therefore,. iake
the claim of being exact in every detail with regard to dates,
names, strengyths, eteos

Southern France = 1 July 1943 = larsh 194l

l. Corps Headquarters of the IV Luftwaffe Field Corps wus set up in
the winter of 1942. Com.osition corresponded to that of a corps headquarters
of the Army (Heer). i headquarters company und & cyole company were assigned
to Hewe, and as Corps rormation a headquerters signal end communication
battalion, It was intended at the time that Corps lleadgunarters should t'unetion
as a superior comuanding authority in control of the Luftwaffe I'ield Divisions
formed in the winter of 1942 but it wae {inally not used in thls capacity
us the majority of the Luftwaffe 'isld Divisions were ultimately placed under
the command of Army Headquarters, :

In July of 1943 the neadquarters of the IV Luftwaffe isld Corps was
placed under the taotloal control of t e Commander in Chief in the ..est.
He trensferred it to southern irance and placed it unuer lNineteenth Arny,

At the and of 194l;, tho Corps wus renamed "The LXXXX Army Corps",

Commander in Chief: General Petersen of tha airforce (later of
Infantry)

His Ge=3,4000000000t Col, iillring of the General Stuff; from 2)
Oct L4 - Col, rrank of the Laeneral Staff

Corps Headgquarterss Montpellior
2, In July L3 the following divisions vere subordinateds

as, The 326 Inf Div Cdr, Maj. Gen. von brabich=Viflchter

Div HQesssessse NB rbonno

In control from the Spanish frontier to Apdas,
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be 338 Inf Diveeo Cdr Maj Gen relltmann; from Dec L3, Maj Gen
von Courbiére

LUiv HQsesoesae N_ear Arles

In control {rom Adge to Port de Beus (Gulf of
'o8 ) ®

In this regzion a small coastal strip of aporoximately 20 to

25 kms. in depth was ceclared an operational soction. The re:-ions to the

rear vere under the commancd of the Liilitery Couwnander in Frances The
coast itself was tie main line of resistance,

ce Portions of the cadre . ortress troops und t:.e Army Coastal
Artillery.

d., At tho Leginning of 1944 one westarn pauttalion vas allotted
to sach division,

3s The corps was ussirned the following miscions

8s The defense of the hediterranean Coast in the sactor assipned
to 1t, It wms to vropare itself for this task, particularly oy the creation
of field tortifications. The Fortress Sapper & Engineering Staffs were
responsible for supervicsion of the fortress fortifications; they wers not
under the command of the Corps HQ.

be In the event of an attuck on tne coast the line wes to be
reld at ull costs,

ce In the event of an invasion by the Allies, preparations ware
to be made for tne withdrawal of certain formations snd their conveyorce to

other positions,

11 arch 124l to June 19LL

1. In March 194 a new distribution of forcos in the defensive



sector was ordered., The 272 and the 277 Divisions were handed over %o
Corps Hy according to the new arrangement,.
After the 326 Inf Div nad been witndrawn and tune 3%Y Inf Div transe-
ferred, the tormations mentionec ' bove wers amployed as follows:
(See sketeh "1")
The 272 Inf Div... frcm the spanish frontier (including as far as

from the Parpignan = rifueras rosd approximately
to Chack).,

Div HQ.«....-..... near Pervignan

The 277 Inf Livess Cdr laj Gen Fraun

ulv dQnoooosooocoo northwest of MNarbonne

The 271 Inf Div,.,.., Cdr lLszj Gen Danhauser

Div H\.-acooooocuo naar “Oﬂtpﬁlli@r

Corps rleadquarters were transferred during April to Capendu (29 kmse weut of
larbonne )«

2., Tho opsrationsl situatlon,

The assembly of ellied troops in the spring of 19LL in North Africa made
it appear likely that an Allled landing in Southern rrance was to be recskoned
withe

In the ocoastal defense of the Corps Heudguarters the followiny opera-
tional moves on the Allied side were deemed possiblet

a. An atteck on the hediterrunean Coust on both sides of Narbonne
in cooperation with another on both sldes of the mouth of the river Gironde,
aiming at a rupture of communication betweon Germeny amd Spein and et estap=
lisning & connaotion with the terrnrist bonds in Southern Y'rance, so as io
bring acout a genersl uprising in that region.

be An attack on the delta of the Rhone with the aim of gaining



acoass to the Rhone Valley end pushing forward ino the depth of the country,
assisted by the terrorists, in the direction of Lyons and in this way cut
off the troops looated in Frenoh torritory = all this in conperation with an
attack on Northern krance,

6s The entry of Spain into the war on the Allied side and a land=
ing of allied forces on the Iberian Peninsula as a basis for further opera-
tions, This possibility was not taken very seriously, as thare were no

special signs that this was intended,

11 June 19L) to 15 August 1oLl

l, The effect of the invaslon in Normandy on the coastal defense
sector under the oommand of the Corps Hesdquarters,

During the month of June the following formations were withdrawvn from
the coastal defense saector: the 277; 272, und 271 Inf Dilvs,

As replacements, the 198 Inf Div in course of reconstitution {under
Brig Gen Kichter) and the 716 Inf Div (under liaj Gen Richtor) were brought
upe The latter division had suffered ce.eat in lNormandy. Thereafter it
was ordered that all antitenk companies ve given up,

2e The condition end an estimate of the velue of the troous subordine=

eted to Corps Headguarters,

as The 716 Inf Div nad borne the mein woipht of the allied
attack on llorthern r'rance end had been completsly defeated, Of the divisional
troops on tune Staff, portions of the signal battalion, one battery, togete
her with parts of the supply units, were capable of amploymant. The division
had no fighting troops which could be used. While it was possible‘bo fill

up the division fairly quickly with personnel replacement ond leave battallons
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ns well as untralned troops, its eguipunent could not proceed so speadily
owlng to sihortages in production at i'ome and supply diffioulties in the
field; by the eighteenth of August it wis in no vi se completa,

be The 198 Inf Div wes witidravn from the control seotor of the
Corps aftur tho lanaing by the Allies on the Kiviare Coast und ordered to
the eastearn bank of the ihone (see sketoh "2"),

cs The 139 ies Div, under iaj “en von sohwerin, was ordered on
15 August to take the placec of the 198 Inf Liv. This wus a training
division nandling recruits recelving a very short training = insufficiently
armed = with only a ligut artillery ovattalion and only partially mobile,

de The Army Comstal Artillery wus completely immobile, und nad
only a core of some 30 percent of German troops; the rumainder conslsted of
Itulian troops wio .ad voluntoered to ;o0 on figliting on thes .ide of Germany
after the unconditionsl surrender of their own country. Thelr fignting
velue was of the lowest, The naval artillery was wa ned by troops elderly
in aze.

6s The so=called Hastern Besttalion (White Lussisns = Ukranians =
Cossacks) vere made up of good huran material but in the opinion of their
own commanders were not up to facing the arduous calls whioh large=scale
fighting would make on them and in addition were not entirely to be de=
psnded one

3. The stute and condition of tne defense positions,

The coastal defense seotor of a division wus ivided uy into sub=
gaotors, in turn divided egain into supporting groups, consizting of
individual stronguoints.s The wiiole of the strongpoints wure arranced tor
oiroular definse, and were fitted out with combat _o8ts proviced with

machine punds, shellemortnrs, antitenk pgunc, ard land defense veapons,



They wore located in such a manner that the fire of each swept round in &
oircle cutting the oircle formed by the fire of the next strongpoint, In
moet oases tnseso strongpolnts were only vuilt up us fisid fortificationss
it was only at espacially dangerous points that they viare strengtnened by
conerete plllboxes, and vhile on the whole it can be sald that tie former
wore completed the sama cannot be asserted regarding the lettor., A large
portion of the Army and Havy coestal batterie; vaere located in ferro-
oconorete bunkers with tiring embrasures in the walls, and observgtion /. nd
oommand ports were also protactad by ferroconcrate, The main centoers of
gravity were at PorteVendres, Apde, end Sets, :ill stronrpsiats were pro-
viced with t'ood and water for twenty-ons days and with a cquadrupls iscue
of ammunition,

Lie wstimate of the situation on 15 Aurust.

as a result of the faot that the coastel defense had beon weaksned by
the departure of tne 277, 272, 271, and 198 In{ Divs anda the antlitaunk units,
eguipped, without enourh artillery, and without any reserve force, and
axpected as they wers Lo defend & sector 100 kms. in vidth - the Corps
iloadquarters otaff ware compelled to come to the following conclusionss
Tne stren;th of trne coastal devonsa strip did mot correspond to that of a
mein line of resistcnce, but had no more than ths .ulue ol a weak security
line, 1t announced its opinion to the digh Commaunc of t.@ Army on 15 August,

15 August to 15 Leptumbar 1oLL

On the aevoning of 17 Aug 190l the G=3 of irmy Group "G" passed through
Capendu un his wny {rom joulouse, !e reported to the eudquurtars of the

comsanding Ganerel end brouynt with him un orcer from the iirh Command in
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the liest that rrance was to be ylven up as fur as the fortress works imme=
diately. ile himself was en route to the iy of the 19 Army.

On 18 Aug an order from the Army came in late in the afternoon, the
contents of wiich were approximately as follows:

ls The fight wes to be broken off by the Army on the southern
coast of t'rance,

2., The Army was to move back in sections to Dijon, legving benind
defanse foroes as ordered east of the lthone,

3. The IV Luftwaffe I'ield Corps, with the 716 Inf Liv and the
189 ltes Div was to procacd to west of the river Rhone,

Lis 411 troops and command posts of the Military Commander in
Southern rrance, of tne Navy, the Luftwaffc, all iehrmacht lorretions = in=
cluding railroad personnsl and memusars of the Todt Organization - were to be
integrated into the marching groups and were to be tucticully subordinated
for this purpose.

5« The retreat wis to be:in from %he,. first lina of dafanse on
the height above Avignon on 21 Aug, in tne evening. Th.re followed details
concerning tne poulnt of renuaring thne retroating iormations mobile =~ what
equipment and _ear wers to be thrown cverpboard, etec,

On the 18th of Aug 194}, the asssmbled divisionasl comnanders and
field commandants of Perpignan and Montpellier, and those comrandzrs of the
Luftwaffe and Javy who could be reached, wers handed t'ie 'ollowing order
from the Corps (I ;0 by memory):

l, The order contained {irst of all a brief summary of the
goeneral position,

2+ The IV Luftwaffe rield Corps vill proceed along the vestern

bank of tne Rhone back to Lyons,



3. Il'or this, three separate marching groups were to be formed,

($ee sketoh "2"),

Group As The 189 Res Div - all portions of the 338 Inf Div tnen on the west
bank of the Rhone = all portions of the Army Coastal Artillery units
located in the sector of the 189 and 338 Dlvs, all cadre fortress
troops, all naval units, all Luftwaffe psrsonnel, all troops and
staffs of the Liilitary Commander in Southern f'rance, all Wehrmacht,
railroad, and Todt units,

The route to be followed: Ikemoulin = lPont St. Lsprit-valley of the khons,

western roads
Group B, The 716 Inf Div = as March Zroup A,

The route to be followed: Bezierss=Montpellier-Nimes=Uz8s-Barjac=Vallen..

Group Ce All motorized portions of the rliers' Training nepiment at
Carcassone and the motorized portions of the units under the
Military Commander in bSouthern I'rance in the arsa of Toulouse=
Narbonne .

The route to be followed: Narbonne Qexecl) = llontpellier (North) = Ales.

lye Beginning of the retreat.

Grceup B and C were to start off vhen darkness fell ou 19 Aug, and
Group A = on 20 Aug. the tail end of the marching zroups =« those cepable of
putting up a fight = would have orossed the [irst line of resistance to the
North early in the morning of 21 Aug (on the heirhts above Avignon - see
sketch "2"), Orders would subsaguently be imparted for the f{urther march
rearward; it would take place (rom one resistance line to the next, each

being held for one day.
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5. Corps Headguarters., as of 00,00 nrs on 19 Aug - Lontpelilar,

As of 00,00 hrz on 20 Aug = Remoulins,

There followed instructions for making the formations mobile so
far as was possible, and the carrying along or casting aside of gear and
equipment, ammunition, and food., Barely twelve hours were allowed the march-
ing groups for the preparatlon and carrying through of the movement, The
groups furtherest away had distances of up to 180 kms. to cover, HNever=
thelass, they all reached thelr destinations,

Particularly difficult was the problem of rendaring the formstions
mobile = especially the artillery (see 111, "2") = and owing to this the
greater part of the heavy artillery, as well as parts of the light
artillery =~ had to bs blovn up. A4nd only meager quantities of artillery
ammnunition oould be taken along. Tha superfluous gear, equipmont, and
documents were destroyed. osufficient food for ten days could be taken alonu,
21 august, As darkness fell all groups started off in sccordance with
orders, As a rasult of enga.ements with terrorist groaps Merching Group €
was forced off the road; letsr on its elements were dlvided betwean Groups
A and B,

The difficulties of the terrain and the action of terrorists forced
the Corps to order Group B to turn off at Vallen (the destruction of the
bridges had a stmong influence on this decision) and take the western road
in the Rhone valley. This meant that all the units subordinated to LK

IV Luftwoffe Fleld Corps were moving along the came road. And only about

20 percent of the troops on the move were composod of fighting units. The
ramainder was composed of naval and Luftwafle personnel, old men, and
members of the Todt Organlzation, raillrosd squeds, lightly wounded and
slck men from the hospitals in Southern I'rance, mediccl personnel, rirls

employed in signal communications, and nursing sisters,
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In Tournen we succeedad in assemblinp & goods truin in the une
destroysd station and brought it as far as Lyons with the assistance of
railroad personnel, In this wuy, we were abls to transfer some of tne
wounded and sick,

The partloularly flerce attucks of the enemy fignter=bombers,
the destruction of individual reilroad bridges by terrorists ana single
ambushes by the latter were able to delay tie progress of the marching groups
but could not bring them to a halt,

29 August, The forward elements of the movement reached the region of
Vienne = an avarage marching speed of LO kms, daily, Thore, the ordsr of
the Aruy came ir for the transter of both of tne most forwerd battalions
to the eastarn bank of the Hhons in oruer to stren;then the bridgaheed
formed around Lyons.

The divisions of the Corps marchad past west of Lyons without any
considerabls casualties from onemy attacks,

Aftor the LAAAV Army Corps had passed through Lyons the two battalions
assisting in the defense of tne bridgehead around Lyons were also withe
drawn and followed on the nells of the Corps as rearward over through
Anse in the direction of Chalons sur Saone, The last battalion was pounced
upon northwsst of Lyons = by an enemy coming from the west supported by
tanks att,cking us in our flanks and was wiped out,

On 3 Septomber the greatsr part of the Corps reached Chalons sur
Saone. At this place Rear Admiral Schulte=Moenting was ordared to collect
all marine personnel and send them as independent marching grops through
Dole to Belforts The 716 Div was ordered:

8s To remain behind in Chalons sur Saone with a strong flphting
group, and in conjunotion wlth the troops in the bridgehead at Dijon in

the neighborhood of Autun to prevent a frontal push by the enemy.
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be In the event of a strangthaned snewy ecttuck this prann weg
to be withdrawn to the line Beaune = Verdun sur le Boubs with tne mission
of defending this line until the rearward marching grcups of the LXIV
Army Corps had been acsorbed into the bridgeheaed., (The Corps had come *rom
southwest France,)
g september, Corps HY was loceted at Beaune. Here, the Army ordered it
to dissolve the command post of the LAXKV Army Corps in Auxonne, The two
divisions, which had boen subordinated to the 8orps (the 159 Res Div and
the 716 Inf Div) were to be subordinated ta the LAIV Army Corps.

In Auxonne IV L, %. Corps Hezdgquartesrs took over sontrol of the 338
and 198 Inf Uivs wiich had been employed on the northern bank of the Doubs
on both sides of Dole to defend this sector, (For irsight into the sector
8§80 reconstruction in Sketch 3,) The Allied troops had only followed up
the 19 .army vd th weak forces frontallys tae bulk of the enemy foroces
attempted a pursuit along the Swiss border with the aim of reaching the
Burgundy Door.

‘Leavy fiphting developod around Besancon and Beaume les Dwnqs and .,
the southern part of sesancon was lost, In face of the suoccesstul aes=
tablishment of a bridgehead on voth sides of Besancon on 7 Sept and the
encirclement of the city from both sides on 8 Sept, leading to the de=
struction of the mein body of the 159 inf Div, the Corps vas crdared on
that dey to vacate the position it ned held up till then on both sides of
Dole on 9 Sept and, assisted by the 198 and %38 Inf Divs, to attsok the
bridgehead at Besancon in the flank and throw the enemy foroes looated thore
ovsr the Doubs southward,

The attack of both divisions led to notiing mors than the tﬂying
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down of anemy [forces around Besancon owing to the poor vegrass of artillory
support trom our ovm side (only one oattery) and the strong outflanking of
them by the enemy forces from the southsrn bank of the Doubs. An enemy
attack northward, which would inevitably nhave led to tns cutting off the
last remaining road leading eastward, w.s thus delayed for anothiar day,
which was of vital assistance to tis portions of the LAIV &rmy Corps still
considerably furtner westward., Aftsr oreakins off the attack tnhe Corwvs
led both its divislions ovor the QOgnon river in the ni ht of 10 Lept and
moved to a line run.ing west of Vesul - Villerssxel (excl), protected all
the tlme by the 159 Inf Liv, defending its flanks,

In spite of tne poverty of tna arming, equipment, and righting
strongth the Corps had been able to prevent and bring to nau;nt tne
attempt o1 tre enemy to thrust forward to Lure tnrough Yesul = aftser the

fullure of nis attack on 1'Isls sur lo Doubs und 5t, nip.olyta,

. YW
‘3’/ PET LR S5

Gemeral of the Infantry



