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' The 155 Inf Div
Continwtion of the work of 3 May l.m (M8 4 B=-530)

Notes The following expositions can only offer a camplete pioture in
comnection with the previous notes and those sutmitted to the "Southern
France® cempaign chief. The latter comprise the development of the 15
Inf Div from its formation as Inf Ere Div 105 to 15 Sep 15LL., To be
aoquainted with this development seems importsnt to me, because, fram it
result the standard of the division's fighting qualities end the extra-
ordinary difficulties up to its change intv an active division. I re-
peat that my notes are made from memory and that same points heve been

supplemented by questioning former subordinates,
Motical cormitment - further course

16 Sep 19LLe Position in the wooded arses south-west snd south of LURE

in e genersl line VOUHENANS - VAL DE GOUHENANS - ATHESANS, The oonneotion
with the right adjecent unit, 199 Inf Div, wag locse, there wes no

ocontact to the left,

The Div oaamand post LYOFFANS, end corps carmend post 1V LW field C, were
shifted fram LURE in & north=westerly direotion. The enemy was feeling his
way forward with only week reconmsissence. Evidently, the American troops ~

Sy Div = were being relieved by the Prench = 1 Fremch Armored Div and 2 Mar
Rifle Div,
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17 Sep 19L4kis Subordination to LXXXV A Co Corps casmend post 8T, BRLFORT,
div oam post EBOULRT,

Withdrawel to the Sector RECOLOGNE - MAGNY 4‘ANIGON -~ CLAIREGOUTIE =~
PREDERICFGN 2ADNE, without enemy interference,

Cammitteds Res Gren Regt 9 to the right = Regt Cross (laber Gren Regt 1210),
left, Right adjecent unit 199 Inf Div, Left adjacent unit 189 Inf Div,
slightl projeoting with its north wings The road LURE-RONCHAMP was

of feotively blooked, Continuous reoonnsissance activity. BEnemy pressure

only started after 20 Sep, mainly from 'he south-west between MAGNY d*ANIGON
end PREDERICFONTAINE, with objeotive RONCHAMP., The LURE-RONCHAMP road
probably proved too big an obstacle on scocount of ite strong tree obstaoles
end mines,

. On 2 Sep MAGNY was lost after heavy fighting against enemy amored foroes
in a terrsin not favorable to the defender, lack of artillery and heavy
weapons, s well ag insufficient mesns of sigml camumication were again
the main cause for the loss of the position. The committed battaliom of
Regt Cross, which had been extended to the south-west, was retransferred
into the wooded area and inserted into the gemersl position freme work of
the division., The battslion hed oarried out its mission to screen the
eoffective blooking of the road CLAIRBGOUTTE-RONCHAMP whioh was in foroe.
This foroed the enamy to bulld emergency roeds for tankss; further attaoks
were at first held,

On 27 8ep, KAPELLEMBERC was atteoked from the north west., An obgservation

post which wes located on this mountain, wes conquered inm battle. The
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importance of this 600 m high suwmit, which allowed a complete insight
into the rear terrain, wes never wmderrated. However, the reserves
necessery for taking into account this matter, as the sitwtion demanded
1t, were ladking. The diviesion quite realized the fact that this height
had to be recsptured. The attack began at dawn on 28 8ep, ite execution
being assigned to the 9 Res Oren Regt,

One 10,5 om battery and three destroyer tanks only were svailsble
for supporte 7The bdattery had no sigml equipment, the regiment's two
new heavy infantry gune (15 em) had no firing cables. After reg:ouping,
three weak campanies were withdrawn from the regiment's defense front and
assembled for attack hard south and south-esst of the KAPELLENBERG. .

They attacked after brief sudden concentration fire,

After an initial gain of terrein, they were strongly oovered by
ooncentrated enemy artillery fire, (app 1 l!:,) when half way up the slope,
end suffered oonsiderable casualties. Small elements only, in the foroe
of app. ome platoon, sucoeeded in resching the height of the observation
posts, On the whole, the attaok hud to be oconsidered a f-n:nro. A
repetition could not be ocontemplated for lack of reserves and the support
of heavy weapons. The cbservation post therefore remeined in the enmmy's
hands, who, with his srtillery fire from there during the following weeks,
rendered cammunication to the hinterland nearly impossible in deytime, and

disturbed it oonsiderably during the night,

'S

End _of Seps, Div Com post 8T. CHAMPAGMNEY = Corps oam post 8T. BELFORT, The

enemy was diverging his pressure on RONCHAMP, B8trong enemy reoonnsissance
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thrusts and penetrstion attempts were repelled. 7The 199 Inf Div was
withdrewn, The reconnsissance Battl 1000 (mot) end one security M

from BELFORT were brought up and sudordinated to the 9 Res Orem Rgt, which
neant an uimition of the front to the norths The general divisiom line
now ran from app point 665 north of CHAMPAGNEY to the west, app 2 Im
southewest of point 658, then to the south inoluding RONCHAMP=CLAIRB-
GOUTTE-FREDERIC PONTAINE, The northern part of the position oconsisted of
diffioult tropical wooded terrain, in whioh the line of vision was slmost
obsoured, The right adjacent unit was the IV Lw Field Corps and the left
one the 18 Inf Div., (B8ee oketoh appendix 1).

Estimstion of the situation, The guiet before the divisional sector,

whioh lasted seversl days, could not deceive us from believing that the
enemy intended to keep on ooncentrsting his point of main effort on the
winning of the CHAMPAGNEY valley, with BELFORT as objeotive, and that new
systematical preperations for the continuation of his attack were in
progress. Meanwhile, he transferred pressure on the southern positioms
of the right adjacent unit, mainly against TRESSE., Heavy fighting was ia
progress there, whilst camparstive quiet reigned before the front of the
left adjecent wnit, exoepting some reconnsissance advances, The danger
was evident thet the enemy, in case of further gaine of terrsin in the
seotor of the right adjacent unit and by resching the rosd PLANCHER LES
MINES ~ PLANCHER BAS in an edvence to the south, might not caly get intec
the reer of the 155 Inf Div, but also overoome the scarce foroces immediately

west of BELFORT., All was done to reinforoe blooks, obstacles and mining,
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Order of battle - Appendix 2
It represents the final formation of e gradual development and is, in

proportion of strength, ocoded according to months.

Course,
On 2 Oot the enamy broke through the wooded area south of RONCHAMP. After

heavy fighting he reached EBEULEY, where his advanoce was repelled. However,
his tanks sucoeeded in penetrating RONCHAMP from the west. By dusk he

had fought his way through to the RONCHAMP-BELFORT road. 7The wmay to
BELFORT was free, but the enemy did not exploit this ohance,

During the night the Divieion - with remaining elaaents of the I/Res Gren
Rgt 9 olosed the gaps olose tc the eastern border of RONCHAMP, Simul=
taneously, an engineer ocorps was cammitted for intersive blocking of the
road net around RONCHAMP end a 8.8 om flak battery was brought forwrd
more olosely both sides of the RONCHAM! -C!' \MPAGNEY roade

On 3 8ep, enamy recornaissence thrusts were repelled. Meamwhile, the
stubborn fighting in the sector of the right adjescent wmit, in the course
of whioch FRESSE was lost, ocontinued. The loss of this locality endangered
the right wing of the division. In edaptation to this sitwmtion, the
division could no longer hold the switoh position on the north wing of the
divisiaa between point 565 end 658, nor the position remsining from point
658 to RONCHAMP, It was given up = without pressure from the enemy - on
appe 5 8ep, and the general line wes extended in e northwesterly direotiom.
For this purpose, the Inf Rgt Gruppe ROLLIN of the IV Lw Pield Corps, wme

placed under the davisions The position now ren from point 701 south-west
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of PLANCHER les MINES tu the south, hard south-east of point 665, aoross
the wooded terrain north and northewest of CHAMPAGNEY ~ east border of
RONCHAMP =« eastborder of ZBOULET = point 471 to the gorge near point £)0 -
point of intersertion stresm/road morth of point L34, Committed from right
to left were Inf Rgt Oruppe ROLLIN = 1209 Gren Rgt - 1210 Gren Rgt. Oocntaot
to the right, with the IV Lek was only loose and with gapss Contast to
the left was with 189 Inf Div (Sketoh Appendix 1), Towards the end of

Sep the Div Cam Post was at ERREVET, Thie position wes improved in the
sourse of the ocoming weeks under worst weather oonditione and reinforoed
with barbed wire obstacles, tree blooks and minings 1Its strength lay in
the wooded terrain, mainly south of RONCHAMP, its wealmess in the terrain
round RONCHAMP, Enemy observetion made sny movement in daytime nearly
impossible; besides, growmnd conditions were bed and hardly suitavle for
the building of shelters agsinst artillery { re, Heavier casumlties oould
only be avoided with the help of clever camouflages In spite of these
oonditions, the attacks which ococurred up to end Ootober, were repelled
both here and at the remaining parts of the division seotor. From then om,
battle aotivity lessenned, About the end of Ootober, the Inf Rgt Gruppe
ROLLIN was withdrawn and again placed under the 1V lw Field Corpse At

1ts plece, the Inf Rgt Gruppe FRANKE was subordinated to the division and
oammitted in the same seotor,

Our own position.

The quiet tia Jefore the divisiom front, which lasted several weeks, was

only interrupted by artillery fire on the positions and harassing fire on
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the rear terrain. Por the sake of ammunition eco. wy, our own artillery
had to 1imit 1teelf to battle againet worth-while targets and detached
surprise fire., The striking power of the division had suffered es & re-
sult of the nintorrup.tod ocammitment during many weeks snd the sustained
ocasunltiess 20-265X was the aversge loss in infentry oampanies, Imn-
oreasing reinforeament of blooking and of position oonstruotions, offered
a chanoe to send up to 4X of the front line infentry, in turns, to a rest
center not far fram the front, At the same time & sivision oambat school
was set up, the infentry training in the pooit&om was inoresssed, radio
training was ocompleted, Plans of fire were worked out, defense points
of main effort oreated, reconmissance truop movements were started,

The supply of rations wee regular, if troublesome on sosount of terrain
difficultiess 8upply of artillery ssmunition was irreguler and ine
suffiolent,

The Division's mission: To prevent break-through to the entire seoctor,

Bvaluations Conditiomally su’ted to the repulse of stronger attacks, The
equipment of the infantry was gradually oompleted, There was still a
shortage of infantry guns. The situmtion was st its worst with the
artillery regts The number of batteries was too low, the headquarters
battery was missing, there was a searoity of radio ingtrwnents, whioh
essentially influenced fire oontrol end observed firings The eaployment
of the subordinste ocennon battery of the 1314 Peste Art. Abt, was only
oonditiomal in this terrain and broke down oampletely in the mountains, It

overlcaded the Art regt by taking up too meny of its horse tesms,
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The engineer Bn and eignal Bn ocould be valued more favourably regarding
oquipment and strengths the Pz Jaeger Bn had also improved in this re-
speot. (See footunote to order of btattle)es The supply regiment wes shert
of dependable and unifomm motor vehicles. The tonnage space (30=)0t) at
disposal was firetly used for the supply of aumwition. The horse=drawm
oolumn disposed of good horse materisl and supplied valuable oompensation
in all kind of supply service.

On 14 Nov C H Staff LXXXV AC with withdrawn for other employment, and &
new C H Staff, as LXIII AC, was aseigned. The troops of the recent LXXXV

AC were now wnder its ocommand,

The engagements
Mid-ovember a massed ammored attack took place near DELLE and resul ted

in & break=through tewards NUEHLHAUSEM. The oonsequences of this attack
affeoted the 159 Inf Div both directly and indireotly, Direetly, in eo
far as the 1210 Oren Rgt was pulled out of its position on 15 ¥Nov and
subordinated to the left (169) adjecent division, The regiment had its
initisl oammitment on 16 or 17 Bov, in the area HERICOURT, The gap was
elosed by assigaing wider sectors to 1209 Grem Rgt and Inf Rgt Oruppe
FRANKE, but our own division front was considerably weakened. The division
combat sohool and treining oorps were eliminated for the present, teschers
and treinees were sgsin sssigned to their umits, the rest centers too were
oleared, Indireotly, the division was = just as much as its left adjacoent
wit = ingofar affected by the tank breake=through, thst it wes now

threatened by outflenkings This is why covering positions - which had beam
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resonnoitered a few hours earlier - were cooupied in two stages following
at short intervals, and beginning in the night of the 18/19 November,
Covering position on 19 November:) PLANCHER les MINES = PLANCHER-BASe
FRAHIBR, 2 oovering position on 20 November: OIRGMAGNY = EVETIE = west
border BELFORT (capal). The disengsgement took plece without enemy pree-
sure and wes sereened by olose~in protection infantry end artillery
harussing fire. All heavy weapons, equipment, ammumition and part of the
materiel oould be seoureds The roads leading from RONCHAMP to the north-
east and southeast were foroibly out off by bloocks, The supply regt wes
transferred to the distriot of DOLLEREM. The supply units quartered in
BELFORT, with all their stoeks, were assigned to ite App on 2 Nov a
further withdrawmal to the ares around SULZ took place, Meenwhile, the
Inf Rgt C V (later 1211 Gren Rgt) was brought up to the divigiom. It
came f'rom military erea V, had been constituted in a hurry, oconsistea

of only 2 Bns, and had neither infentry guns nor tank defense weapoms.
Its fighting qualities were of low value, il the more 80 as they oconsti-
tuted themselves mainly of replacements. In spite of this, the regiment
fought bravely in the following battles. Om 19 Nov, it was ineerted
between tie 1209 Gren Rgt and the Inf Rgt Gruppe FELNKE, end was thus
able to reinforce the left divisionsl wing, Div Com Post GROGMAGNY,

Cam Post LXIII ACo o o »

2l Nov the enamy was trying to feel his way forwerd with strong re-
oonnsaisssnce end tanks in the direotion of GROMA@Y - BELFORT, The
bridges over the csnal west of BEELFORT were partly destroyed, The

oramy attaoked in the night to the 22 Bov, and on this seme day., He
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suooeeded in penetrating on the boumndary of the 199 and 189 Ianf Div,
supported by armored forces ooming from s northerly direction. The
garrison of le SALBER?T oould not get into aotion end wes uwable to
prevent the penstration. Heavy fighting developed in BELFORT, end in
this, elements of the 1209 Gren Rgt and the divisional Inf Rifle Co

took a distinguished pert, A few enemy tanks were put ous of sctiomn,
Headquarters 1/1209 was enoircled in the northesrn pert of BELFORT
(VALDOIO) and wes relieved after a counter-attack. The coomsndant of
BELFORT defended the oitade’ The battle for GIROMAGRY was in progress
and the attaock on the esstern border wes held. Any eontact with the
right edjacent unit was interrupted. These interruptioms, which em-
tinued during the further battles, were s oonetant worry. (Sketoh
Appendix 1), There ware no positions in depth behind the divisiwnal seotor,
foroes for that purpose were lackinges A system of positioms round
BRLFOR? wes 4in construotion. This town, es the core of the antiquated
fortress system, laoked the opermationsl value of a fortrees as suwh, &8
well as that of & barrier fortification, It had neither ertillery ams,
nor was it equipped soccordingly. The necessary reserves too, wers missing,
The permanent installations were mostly uwnsuited for a defense to the
westes Our own defensive installations eround BELFORT only consisted of
mergenoy field positions which were only thinly ocscupied, partly shooked
up with mud, and insofer altogether unfit for use,

22 Bov end 23 Noy Defense wmmgs retired in & genera)l line ETUEFF(M=-
ELOIR ~ BELFORT esst, the division oam post wse transferred to the south

exit of ANJOUTEY, All enemy attacks in the wooded ares and behind the
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high water Zone, which were still being conducted with strong mumorioel
end material superiority, were repelled in the ocourse of the following
deys, The sitwation with the right adjacent 11t had meanwhile beoome
more oritiocsl, the broken~off eontaot had to be regained in any case,
although this was a diffiocult undertaking in the steep terrsin, frequently
broken-up by gorges. This state of affairs led, on 2 Nov, to a change in
the disposition of the positions end to e regroupement, The right wing .
of the divieion was extended to the north and north-west. The eourse of
the general line now was as follows: hill 1138 west of SIWIEN = height
1000 sonth of SEWEN = BTUIFPQN -~ HAUT - BETHONVILLIERS, Cammitted were
from right to left Inf Rgt C V - 1210 Orem Rgt, 1309 Urwn Rgte The
oomneotion to the right hand gaps. oontact to the left was with 185 Imf
Dive Div Cam Post ROUCEMONT, Corps Cam Post in the area of SENTHEIM,

"re 1210 Gren Rgt had returned fram its camitment with the 189 "nf Div
on 23 Nove The Inf Rgt Oruppe FPRANKE, which had been badly betteien
during the pest battles, was pulled out and detached from the divisiom
(sketoh appendix 1),

On_25 Nov the Infmstry Rgt C V, hill 1138, was oircuiteds This situsation,
with the enemy in the rear, held the denger of a bresk-through in the
direeticn of MAABMUENSTER. Ine regiment, by surmounting great terrsia
diffioulties, succeeded in oarrying out the divisiom's order: to ocooupy a
switeh position morth and south of SEWEN end to effeotively blook the road
to the north=west, This resulted in the oreation of three points of main
effort in the divisional seotor, in the north-sast of hill 1138, in the
centre of the distriet RTURFFEN HAUT, in the south, northeesst of BRIFORT
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At nome of these points was the enamy able to break through.‘ The following
battles, lasting many days, broke up into individwl engagemente. Our

own weak troops ocould not possibly prevent the forming of gaps in thie
diffioult mountain terrsin, nor the frequent loosing of comntaot, even
inside of the corps. It was not diffieult for a olever enamy to operete
through these gaps and to appear in the rear of the defense in & surprise
atteoke, This Aufiltretion oreated new centers in the whole fromt whioh
oould only be oleared by wnoovering other battle sectors in the divisional
aress It wns essential that tank advances §ou1d always again be held,

and this ohiefly on the major roads leading south-esst and north-esst,

The tactio of the oheckered laying of mines, ocambined with ag deep as
possible tree blockndes, -~roved most effeotive, It was as much as possibdle
used at rosd turnings or en steep roads, as far us the latter sould not be
interrupted by blasting.

On 26 Nov, the defense was retired to the THUR sector. Div Cam post THANE,
Corps Cam post in the area HARTMANNSWBILER, oourse of genersl line essthosder
RIMBACH = wooded sres north-west and esst of OBERBURBACH = RAMMERSMATT.
Right adjeeent wnit:s 269 (?) Inf Div echelonned in the rear; no contact
with it wes possible, Contaot to the left: 169 Inf "iv (gketch appendix
1), the situstion in the seotor of the right adjecent wmit resulted in the
division's right wing being bent beock as far as WILLENN and in forming &
strong switoh position both sides of the road., The artillery organisation
in the distriot of STEINHBACH ALT THANN - THANN took plece in the rcar of

the division's left wing, Freedom of movement in the porth-west was amly
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posrible on the rosd running parallel to the fromt, but held the danger of
being out off. The ares before the right wing was in the fire Zome of our
own artillery. On the late evening of 28 Nov, & strong enemy atteck with
tank support materialised weet of RODEREN nr. THANK and the high terrein
was temporally loot.. After a short preparation of eonocentrated fire, the
position was retaken and held by the 1209 Oren Rgt, whioch was supported by
the left adjsoent unit, in s oounterattack.

Up to mid Sep the division's permenent adversary was the Ameriocan L5 Div,
and from then on two French divisions = the 1 Frenoch ammored Div and the

2 Mar Div, The latter two were canmitted in the battles of the THUR seetor,
Their attaoks were scattered and without inner oonneoticn, A bresk-through
suocceeded at no point. A concentration of their foroes and attaok led
aoross the plane and elong the mainroads, would probably have been more
sucoeasful, In a ocsse like this one, cutting=off of part of 159 Divisiom
in the mowntains, ocould have been expeoted. The defense point, formed by
the divieion on the left wing, was reinforoed by the oloser bringing up

of the 169 Inf Div,

This measure proved susocessful up o my relief from the ocamend of the
division on 1 Dee 19UL.

I handed over the division, fully csonvinced that it would ocontinue to
prove its worth in the future., In the preceeding stubborn wood and
mountain battles, as well ap in the most diffiocult situntions at the

eates of Burgundy, it had given pr.of of outstanding perseverence and
power of resistance, It succeeded in preventing e break-through, and

fought without relief against an enemy who was vastly superior at all
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times and who disposed of fresh treops, predominently motorised artillery,
tanks, unlimited quantities of ammunition and excellent. air reconnaissance.

The 159 Inf Div fought bravely and homourably,

S8igned: PRIEDR WILH DERMEM

Gen *J. de n..l.
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Amex 1 Comitarnt of the 155 Inf Div
from end of Sep to end of Nov 194l
Map 14 100,000 PRANCE - Sheet 15

DOLL EREN
ROLLIN (later PRANKE)

Rgt 1210 on 15 ¥Nov
sssigned to 189 1 D
the other two regimental BELFORT

sectors wers enlarged

WILLEREN
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Annex 2 Order of httl';
of the 19 Inf Div
about mid/end ¥ov 194l
169 Inf Div

Field police ‘Cartographie
post

1RgtCV
(l1ater Oren Rgt 1211)

PIONIER BTL 1099
of whioh one camp was detached

&g oorps engineer oampe

( 4o formetion )

( in formation )

2 ( horse=-drawm ) ocolumn,
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Tactically subordinated wmit
fraa Freeres Festungs ~ Arty Adbt, 1314

3 platoons at 3 guns each (partly without.. horses)
3 Pootnote to order of battle

e = up to end Sep Ll from former authorised war strength app

b up to end Oot Lk * . g " % reashed
e~-up toendNov L)y * * " " % reashed

Oten Regt 1209 Gren Regt 1210 Inf Regt CV

(later Gren Regt 1211)

s = 60% Lox -
b - 80% % -
o - 90% 85% 65%

Pl BTL 1099 Div Inf Rifle Co TELDERS., BATL
a - (0% - .
b - 75% 65% -
e - 5% T0% 35%

S8igel Bn 109 Ps Jeeg Bn 1099

s = 50% -
b - 70% 60%
o - 80% 75%

Arty Regt 1099 ( in formatien )
headquarters Btry ( iu formation )
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I1 Bn with 1 signel pletoon 1 Bn with one eignal platom
a - - ‘ 35%
b= 0% 0%
o= 90% 90%

Supply Regt 1059
being sotivated

bs 50%

o % 85%
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