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Questiones to be anewered by Gen der Inf Pefereen, IV Lw

Field Corne - gubmitted tn Gen Petersen Dec 1946

1, Did you at any time have control of the 950th Indian Regt ?
If en, descrie its organlization and uee, Yho waes ite regimental
commander? Was there anyv other Indian urit? If so, what was lte
designation?

2. Who wae Cen Richter (Wilhelm)'s Ia?

3, Did Gen Schiel have command of the 198th Inf Div duriling
the SoFr Camvalgn, or only Gen Richter? Who wae Ia?

4, Have you any ldea where QOlLerst Hearing now 1s?

5, Yho wae'éea Comnandant LANGUEDOC, and where wae hle Ha? He
withdrew with the IV Lw Field Corns. Who wae the other Sea Comman-
dant, and where was his Hg? Who war Adniral South Coast of France,
and where was his Hg?

6., Do you knnw the preeent whereaboute o either Maj Wolf or
Obet Lt v Lindecuist, who were Gen v Schwerin Ia's (189th Ree Div)?

7. Gen v Schwerin sgays that Obgt Lt v Lindequist was his Ia
until 18 Az, when he wae ordered to: "leave my etaff behind for the
purnoge of comnleting the etaff of the 242 Inf Div, and go to
MONTPELIZR where I would be subordinated apgain to the IV Lw Field

Corne for command of a task force, My lgt Officer was that day

_transferred to the 242 Inf Div to renlace the Gen 8taff officer of

that Div who had been badly wounded by a dive bomber", In view of

these remarks, by whom wae the 189th Res Div commanded from 18 Aug,

or did it vanish as a divielon designation?
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8., Do you recall the C Q's of any of the Eastern BEne or anyonewwhﬂ
worked wlth them individually or collectively?® To be of any value,

he will have to be able tn discuse thelr organisation and use in some

detail. Were they all infsntry bne, or different types? How many

and what type did you have? Discuss,

9, On Page 6: "A large nortion »f the Army and Navy coaetal

batteriee were located in ferro-conerete bunkere with firing embra- }
sureg 1n the walle, and obeervation and command norte were also
nrotected by ferro-conc.ete', Gen Botech haes gtated that these

fortificationes were conerete onlv, without reinforcement, What is
vour nresgent oninlon of then?

10. On Page 9, you sneak of gear,eqnt and documente having
to be deetroyed. Can you be more sneciflic, varticularly concerning
light & heavy artillery and ammo by types?

11, What wag the estimated strength on 15 Aug of the following:

716 Inf Div, 149 Inf Div, portion of 333 Div under your control, misc
unite (e=e Page 7) ?

During period from 15 Aug -~ 15 8Sent, excen* as already svecifical=-

ly exvlained in your Me, were any of these groups turned over to other
contro). (Gen Kniess, LXIV, or othner?)

12. What was the estimated strenth of each unit mentioned in

par 11 (above), when it left your control?

13, Of the non=-Army nergonnel, ref 1l & 12 above, what specific

diecinlinary nrobleme did you have with them?

14, Draw an organizational chart of yvour Corne Hg, filling in
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nameg whereesver noeeivle, Pleage orint thie - no serint,
15, What was your source of nersesonnel renlacemente in the
withdrawael? Before? Did they arrive ae individuals or in units?
16, 8ee Richter, nage 2. Who was Domdere-regimental commander?
17, Write a sevarate critique on Gen Richter'e Ms (716) and
Gen v Schwerin's (189th), being guilded by the following:
a, Polnt out any 1inaccuracies.
L. Comment on any oninlons or estimates to which you do not

agree (either wholly or in nart),

c. Add to elther account any nart of the story you consider

omitted,

/e/ ROBERT G, MELENDY
Ma jor, QMC A

Southern France Camnailgn
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Concerns the Questionnaire covering the engagements
of the Lw Fleld Corrns in Southern France,

Several of the cuestlions are overtaken by the arrival here
of new generals,

Re quest. 1., The 950 Indian Regt wss not subordinated to me,
I do not know 1te conmander, nor do I know anything about other
Indian units.

Re quest. 2. Slnc# Gen Richter (716 Div) hae arrived here,
he will be atle to answer thie queetion bet*er himeself,

Re quest., 3. Gen Schiel was comnander of the 198 Div,.

Re quecst, 4. I do not know the whereabouts of QObst Haering.

Re queet, 5. The Naval Comnandant of Languedoc was Vz Adm
Schulte Noenting. His Hg was at Montpellier, The Naval Comman-
dsnt on the eastern bank of the Rhone was Ko Adm Rufus, Hie Hqg

wag located at Toulon. Admiral for the Soutn Coast of France wasg

Vz Adn Wever, who dled Just prior to the Invasion of the South Coast,
As of the beginning of the Invaeion, Ko Adm Rufue wag aesigned com-
mander of the fortreseg Toulon, The naval formations east of the
Rhone were subordinated to Vz Adm Scheuerle, (The latter was killed
in action in KEast Friesland,)

Re qgueet. 6. A questionnalre concerning thie par has been sub-
mitted to Gen Lt von Schwerin, I 6o not knew anything concerning

the whereabouts of MQJ Wolf. Obst Lt von Lindequist wae killed in

action near Montelimar in August 44,
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Re quest. 7., Obstlt von Lindequiast wae asslpgned Ia of the
242 Inf Div on 18 Aug to replace the former Ia, who was wounded there,
The maln body of the 242 Inf Div remained as occunyling force in
Toulon. Ag favr as I know, the elements of the 242 Inf Div, which
were committed outside of Toulon,were subordinated to the 338 Div,
when the retreat movemente were egtarted and were ilncorporated Into
1t later,

The command of the 189 Res Div remained in the handes of Genlt
von 8chwerin. For a short neriod only, the control of a combat
team in the Invasion zone was assigned to him, Ags far as I know,
the 189 Rees Div continued aes & divieion cdeeslgnation.

Re gqueet. 8, I am not able to name a nersnn, who could give
detalled information aliout them, nor can I recall the names of the
commanders, Alnost all of the HEsstern formstions were inf Ens,

I have been told, however, that one of them was an Eagtern Engineer
Battalion, None of them were subordinate to me,
Re quest., 9. I stick to my opinion that the btulk of the Army

and Naval Coastal Batteriee were emnlaced in ferro-concrete bunkers.

Gen Vogel and Adm Schulte Muenting, with whom I discuseed this
questlion, shared the game oninion.

Re guest, 10, Today, after about three years, I am no longer
able to glve detalls, Eeglidees, iﬁ belonzed to the Iuties of the
divieional comnandere,

Re queet. 11. On 15 Aug 44, the eetimated etrength of the 716

Div wae about 10 000 men. Detailed part:oulape C&N DProbably be
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obtained from Gen Richter. The strength of the 189 Res Div, I
eatimated to 5000 men. Of the 332 Div only one Inf regiment was
subordinate to me, 1 am not in the poeition to glve any information
concerning units, which were subordinate to other staffs,

Re guest, 12. No information 1is avallable.

Re quest., 13. Gen von Schwerin and Genlt Richter ought to be
able to answer this question.

Re quest, 14, A sketch in the form of an organlizational chart
of the chain of comnmand within the framework of the IV Lw Field Cornse
in July 44 1e attached hereto.

Re queet. 15. The reinforcement during the withdrawal was
obtained from collecting and assembly pointe of the Army and from
formations of the Luftwaffe (ground personnel), They were brought
up to the divigions in form of small formations, In eome cases
the diviesions have used them aes complete units or they were divided
up betvi:en the already existing units. The sources of replacemente
before the witharawal can probably be indlcated by the divislonal
conmanders,

Re queet, 16, On Page 2 of the work by Gen Richter a mistake
has nccurred, The word 'DOMDERE' muet be revlaced by thes 'commander
of the 1 Rn,

Re queat, 17, The works by Gen Richter (M8 # A-876) and that
by Gen von Schwerin (MS # A-878) are written in eo general terme and

sunplemented by no man getches that a critigue of theee worke 1is
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impoesible. S8ceing that Gen Richter has now arrived at thile camp
he will ve able to write a more detalled report now, The estimates

and additions will then be supnlied by ne.

egd PETERSEN

General of Inf.



MS # B-622 -~

Chain of Commanq

in the sector of the IV Eﬂ‘Ftpld Corne

S ——

July 19@&

Comnmander-in-Chief Weet
HQ of the 12 Army

Lw Gau Command Western Fraunce Commanding Adm IV Lw Fleld Corne
French Mediterr.Coast

Composition of the HQ IV Lw Field Corps

commanding General: Gen of Inf Petersen
Ad jutant ¢
8pecial “ieeiong 8taff Cfficer ¢
Chief of the General S8Starlf

Tactlcal Group: Pereonnel Group: Sunnly Grount

Iat gen St Off Tact Op.Ila: Officers roll Qu: Quartermaster

Cl: let Sp.Mies St Off 02: 2nd Sp Mies 8t Off
Ic: Intelligence IIb: Mens roll Qul: let Quartermaster
03: 3rd Bp ifiee St Off Qu/Wu G: Weanone & Equipm

04: 4th Sp Miee St Off Qu/mot: Mobility queetions
Yegeage Center Commandant of HQ

Man Section
Engzineer Staff Officer

Corne trooms!

Guard Comp Reconn Comp Alr Signal Bn 4
Comdr eimultaneously
Signa Officer of the Corns

Explanations: B3ubordinsted for egervice purnoses
Subordinated for tactical nurnoses
(Navy and Antiaircraft fornations only

in cace of ground employment)
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wuestione to Le answered by Gen, der Inf, Petersen, 1V Lw Field Coros-
submitted to Gen, Petersen Dec, 1946

1., Did you at any time have control of the 950th Indian Resgt,? If so, describe
its organization and use, Who was its regimental commnander? Was there any other
Indian unit? If so, what was its designation?

2, Wno was Gen. Richter(Wilhelm)'s la?

3. Did Gen., Schiel have command of the 198th Inf, Div., during the Solr Campaign,
or only Gen, Richter? Who was la?

4, Have you any ides where Oberst Haering now ie?

5, Who was Sea Commandant LANGUEDOC, and where was his Hq? He withdrew with the
IV Lw iield Corps, Who was the other Sea Commandant, and where was his Ha? Who was
Admiral South Coast of France, and where was his HqQ.?

8+, Do you know tine present whe 2abouts of either liaJ., Wolf or Obst Lt v, Linde-
quist, who were Gen. v. Schwerin Ia's(189th Res Div)?

7. Gen, v, Schwerin says that Obet Lt v, Lindequist was his Ia until 18 Aug, when
he weg ordered to; "leave my staff benind for the purpose of completing the staff of
the 242 Inf Div, and to go to MONTPELIER where I would be subordinated again to thelV
Lw Field Corps for command of a tagk force, ly lst Officer was that day transferred
to the 242 Inf Div to replace tiue Gen Staff officer of that Div who had been badly
rounded by a dive bomber", In view of these remarks, by whom was the 189th Res Div
commanded from 18 Aug, or did it vanish as a division designation?

3, Do you recall the C.0.'s of any of the Eastern Bns or anyone who wored with
them individually or collectively? To ve of any value, he will have to be able to
iscugs their organization and use in some detail, VWere they 211 infantry bns, or
different types? How meny and what type did you have? Discuss,

9. On Page 6:"& large pnrtion of the Army and Navy coastel batteries were located
in ferro-conceete bunkers witn firing embrasures in tue walls, and observation and
conuwand vorts were also pro‘ected by Ierro-concrcte. Gen, Botsch has stated that these

fortifications were concrete only, without reinforcement., Wiuat is your present opinion
of then'’

10, On Page 9, you speak of gzear, eqpt and documents having to be destroyed., Can vou
be more specific, particularly concerning light & heavy artillery and ammo by types?

11, What was the estimsted strength on 15 Auz og the following: 716 Inf Div, 189
Inf Div, portion of 338 Div under your control, misc unite(see Page 7)?

4@ During period from 15 Aug-l5 Sept, except as clready specifically explained in

your L;, were any of these groups turned over to other control(Gen. Kniess, LXIV, or
other?

12, What was the estimated strength of each unit mentioned in par 1l(above), when
it left vour control?

13, Of the non®™Army personnel, ref., 11 & 12 above, what epecific dbeciplinary
problems did you have with them?

“la



Gen. Petersen(Continued) -
14, Draw an organizational chert of your Corps Hq, filling in nemes whereever

possible, Please print this - no script,

15. What was your source of personnel replacemente in tne withdrawel? Refore?
Did they arrive as individuale or in units?

16, See Richter, page 2, Wno wae Dondere-regimental commander?

17, Write a separate critique on Gen, Richter's Ms(716) and Gen. v. Sehwerin's
(189th), being guided by the following:

a, Point out any inaccuracies,

b. Comment on any opinicns or estimates to which vou do not angree(either
wholly or in part).

c. Add to either account any part of the story you consider omitted,

&f &. bfe’ —

ROBERT G, MELEND

Major, QIC
Southern ¥rance Campaiam
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