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From the end of April tc the begimning of May 1941, the L5th
Infantry Division was transferred by rail from France to the Warsaw
aree. The division was to make preparations for a possible atteck on
Russie, in aocordance with the following order: "The division will
capture the railroad bridge across the Bug and the Ituchawieoz River
bridges; the fortress and city of Brest-Litovsk will be teken by
assault so as to enable the Panzorgruppe Guderien to move through the
resulting gep and advence along the Brest-Litovsk - Kobryn Rollbshn',

At the boginning of May 10i1 the division commander and thu
regimental commenders were ithe first elements from the division area
sont to conduot reconnaiscence operetions for several days elong the
Bug neer Brest-Litovske They roported:

1. High embanxments led to the railroad bridge whioh was partly
held by Russisns and partly by our i'orces. A blockhouse on the Russien
side served the guards as shelter; on the German side an earth-
covered pillbox with embresure faced the rivar.s At all times & Russien
double sentry was stationed at the red demarcetion line on the bridge,
while Germen sentries (loesl security guards) were posted enly at the
entrence to the hridge.

2+ Most of the terrain west of the Bug wes inundated, so that the
river could only be approached by vay of the railroed embankments and
the causeways. Aocording to agroeement, the Dug was to constitute the
divid¢ing line. The Russians hed diverted the river from its original
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course through the moat of the westerm island, with the result that
the western islend had become Russian territory. Only one cesemate
(with entrence from the east) at the southeaztern tip of the western
islend was lucated on German territory. Apart from the reilroed
bridge there were no permenent crossing points et the Buge

At the highway bdridge whioh formerly comnected Terespol and the
wectern islend stood a small wooden observetion tower. However, owing
to the height of the ramparts on the opposite side, end to the fact that
some of the aree was very thickly wooded, the tower afforded only a very
limited view of the fortress preocinots. A hipgher observation tower was
located on the Russien side from which 1t was pos:ible to command a view
of the entire terrain betwieen the Bug and Terespol. Clossly behind the
tower on our side a new and considerabtly higher tower was under
construction and almost completed.

The ramparts surrounding the fortress were in good condition; et
several points conocrete constructions went up ewiftly behind wooden
planks.

The center part of the fortress was enciroled by solid buildings
several stories high, most of them brick structures and all apparently
ocoupied by lerge contingents.

There was no traffic across the border; only the railroed ran
according to scliedule. On the bridge, the Germen tracks were laild
within the Russian tracks but st eithcr end of the bridge the trecks
beceme soparatcd agein. The German trains ren up to the Brest-Litovsk
station and the Russian trains went up to tlie Terespol station.

The L5th Infentry Division, hed marched as far asTerespol - Biala
Podlaska by tie end of May. The advance battalion (the 2rd Battalionm,
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125th Infantry Regiment) was quartered in Terespole. The cavalry
division's seourity detachments previously stationed there mowved
awaye The following preparrtions were made immediately:

8+ Defenses apainst a Russian attuocke

bs For our own attack in accordance with the order mecntioned abova.

(Alternative plan mentioned undsr a. i1s not discussed in thiv

report).

Available were:

The 45th Infantry Division (standard o=ganization) minus one

infantry regiment (corps reserve) and forces detailed to the

corps advance detachment (machine gun and infantry howitzer

compenies of the corps resorve were avallable for fire preparation).
one battery with two 600 mm guns,

one 210 mm rowitzer battslion,

three smoke-producing units with 280 and 320 mm smoke=-shsll

morters, high explosives and flame thrower fuel),

eovoral anftiaireraft oombah detachments (with 88 mm guns).

The present pleture differed from the first reconnaissance report
inasmuch as the high water was now receding slowly. However, the
current of the Bug was still quite strong, so that the crossing on
inflatable rublLer boats was bound to be subject to considerable
drifiting and loss of time. The new observation tower was resdy for
uses The conorete fortifications under construction by the Russiars
were apparently nearing completion. On the western island several
old casemates were discernible, but whether troops were quartered
there romained doubtful. The center part of the fortress oontinued

to be occupled by a large force; the view of the northern island was
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obstruoted by the density of the woods, and only & {ew new dwellinge
oould be detected. However, a number of old casemates oould still be
assumed on the northern island toco. The garrison, partioculerly the
artillery, was engaged in treining.

There was no doubt that our attack would enccunter & numerically
superior enemy; consequently, it was important to rely entirely on the
surorise element.

The fire prepareation could only amount to one brief, sudden
ccnoentration, although the 600 rm guns, owing to their slow oyclic rate,
ocould then only fire a few rounds.

The attack employed:

the 120th Infantry Regiment on the right,

the 125th Infantry Regiment (minue the

2nd Battalion end the division reserves) on the left, (see skatoh

No. 1).

The regiment on the right was given the following order:

Regiment will oross the Bug, take the southora island by assault

and forestell the demolition of the Muwchewiecz iiver bridges

east of the fortress. The regiment will push through the

southern portion of the city and advance to the eastern outskirts.
The regiment on the left received the following mission:

1) Regime).t will stage & surprise raid in order to ocapture the
railroad bridge across the Bug to and prevent demolition of
the bridge;

2) 1t will oross the Bug and take by assault the northern island,
the western island, ard the center part of the fortress;

32) it will push through Brest-Litovsk proper and move up to the

sastern outskirts.
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The operations of the 125th Infaatry Regiment were oonducted along
the following lines -

Plen of ttack:

as S irprise raid to capture the 1allroad bridges After arrival
of the regiment, sentry duty on the bridge will be teken
over by the regiment's assault detachments equipped and armed
as home guards, 8o as %o famillarize them with the routine of
the Russians. Several days prior to the attack, the rear
wall of our pillbox will »e removed arnd & 37«pm antitenk gun
emplaced in the pillbox, which will enable us to shell the
Russien blockhouse at the time of the attack. Our sentries
wi)ll be slowly moved up to the red demarcetion line, end the
changiry of the gpuards will be shifted vo zero hour, sc that
four men will be avallable tiiere to overpower the Russian
sentries,

be The 3rd Battalion, 135th Infantry kRegimert (minus v
Company, the regimertal reserve) in conjunction with the
encineer platoon of the 135th Infarntry Regimert will cross
the Bug on inflateble rubber boats; they will first cepture
the western islend, then the center of the fortre.. and the
bridge leading from there to the northern island (Nortd
Bridge)s The advance compeny (the 1lth /Bicycle/ Company)
will be assembled hulfway between Terespol and the Bug in
such & maner that, after the smoka shells heve been fired,
the company ap ride on bicycles to the Bug. (This measure
‘was necessory because foroces could not be assembled on the

river lanks where they would have beocome exposed to our own



RS TRIC TR~

gmoke shellss) The 1Cth Company, 135th Infantry Regiment, will
be assembled in the casemate opposite the southsastern tip of

the western island, from where it will advence to the southern
portion of the western island.

¢+ The lst Battalion, 135th Infentry Regiment, in oconjunction with
the 1st Company of the 8lst Engineer Battalion, will assemble
at the banks of the Bug just southeast or the railroad embank-
ment so as to cross the railroad bridge or to effect a river
crossing on assault boats or pneumatic floats. Strong essault
detachments will sail up the Bug to the western tip of the
northern island, so that the northern island mey be accessible.
The battalion will capture the northern island and then advance
to the railroad tracks east of the northern islend.

d. The available companies of the corps reserve will be committed
at the left benk of the Bug in such a mammer that, 1w coordination
with the plan of fire, they will be able to support tre river
croasing,

The time bYefore the attack was utilized as follows:

1. Oamouflaged storing of ammunition in the firing positions;

2. assemiling of bridge construction material in the thicket along
the river;

%, oonstruction of supply roads through the formerly flooded
terrain between Terespol and the Bugj

L briefing of ccommenders and subordinate commenders.

During the night of 21 June 1941 troops were assembled according

to plan ard without enemy interferenses The surprise attack was a

complete success, and the Russian artillery did not retaliate the
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sudden concentretion of fire which started at 3:15.

The surprise reid on the railrosd bridge was carriea out suocess-
fully. Immediately following the artillery fire the bridge was captured
intact, so that the tanks of the Pangergruppe Guderiar. were able to
roll across by early morninge The commsnder of the bridge assault
detechment, Lte. Zumke, was mentioned in tne ¥ehrmacht communique.

Tre %rd Battalion captured the wes'ern islend and advanced to the
center of the fortress; one assault detachment even succeed¢d in push-
Inpg ecross the North Bridge and advancing as far sas the northern island.
In the meantime, however, the Russians, who were stationed in the center
of the fortress, had reccvered from the surprise actack and offered
tenaolous resistance, which resulted in costly house-to~house fighting.
Cwing to their overwhelming numerical superiority, the Russians were
able, during the courss of the morning, to drive the remaining eiswents
of the battelion ~- whose commander had been killed shortly after the
attack began -- iunto the fortress church end an adjoinivg bullding,
where these troops offerad heroic resistance.

The lst Battelion crossed the Bug ir force or the rellroad bridge
and pushed back the v..... from west to east, eapturing many prisoners.
Here too, enemy resistanze developed but gradue.ly; nevertheless, we
succeseded in reachinpg the rallroed trecis east of the rorthern islend,
and during the course of the morning we captured the nortlern part of
the city. Several Russian tanks tried to escape from the foriress center
through the northern islend; every one of them war put out of actione.

Scon after the e:remy lLed been rolled up on trne northern island,
;ombat aoctivity increased vhen the Russien units emerged from their

underground positions, thus forcing the repgiment to commit its reserve
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(the 9th Company, 1%5th Infantry Regiment), insu’ficient as it was.

Upon urgent request, the division made the 2nd Battalion, 1325th
Infantry Regiment available at noon; until then the battalion had been
the division reserve. It was ordered to penetrete the fortress center
via the northerm isleand and the North Bridge. The battalion ocaptured
severel ocasemates which had been re-ocoupied on the nortliern island,
but the attempt to advence across the liorth Bridge was frustrated by
tenacious enemy resistance. At this polnt, as well as throughout the
fighting of tre first day, it became almost impossible to determir.
frou vhich vart of the impenetrable maze of buildings and pillboxes
the Russians were firing. Moreover, subterraneen passages evidently
connected many buildings and casemates, sinoce it beoame necessary to
clear them several times & dey; nevertheless, new enemy troops continued
to swarm in the casemntes. Besides, the Russiens wure guite skilful in
ocamouflaging themselves, particularly vhen sniping from trees, which
was mede eesy Ttirough a variety of proper oamouflaze clothing.

An assault-zun battery of another division drove past the feortress
and offered {ts support for the atteck across the North Bridge. Ome »f
the guns remained for a short while at the other side of the bridge but
did not succeed in reaching the fortress churches The reging defensive
fire made it impossible for the infantry to cross the bridge. Hand
grenades and concentrated charges from the upper stories of the build-
ings hit the other assault guns severly, and since they were open on
top, their crews suffered Leavy ocasualtiea. Consequently, the attack
acros:c the liorth Brldge collapsed.

At the very start, the 1%0th Infantry kegiment had overrun the
gouthern islsrd end captured the undamaged bridges across the Muchawiocz

River east of the fortress. Tho regiment also overcame the feeble
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resistance enemy foroes in the southern pert of the oity.

vuring the course of the afternoon it becams recessary for the
13%rd Infantry Regiment (the formsr corps reserve) to recapture tie
wostern island, on which larpge numbers of enemy forces had reappearsd.
Their attem.t falled to push through to the fortress center from tre
western island.

During the course of the afternoon the division ordered to
evacuate the nortiern island and the fortress center by nightfell, to
cheige over to defensive positions on the outer reamparts, and to rrevent
the escape of any oncircled Russianss The 135th Infantry Kepgiment was
cormitted at the northern ramparts between the Buy River and the northern
gates Tho 13t Battalion, 135th Infertry Regiment, had been freed by
other elements in the city of Brest-Litovsk and tock ~ver the eastern
part, while the &nd Battelion, 135th hepziment assumed command of the
western part. The nortlern islend was evacuated witn practieslly no
interference. The remainin. portions of the *rd Battalion, 1%5th
Infantry Regiment had been encircled at the fortress churoh. They
failed in their attempt to fizht their way through to the western 'slend.

The first day of the attack .ad rnot erded in the complete capture
of the fortress, but sinoce early morning the Russiang were no longer
able to obstruct »ur eastward advance on both sides of the fortress as
well as acrosc the railroad bridge and a temporary bridge which had been
oonstructed near the South Bridge. The breakthrough hnad thus heen
successful .

The night of 22 June was comparatively qulet; major escapes were
not attempted.

Throughout 23 June, sudden concentrations of fi.rs and propagande



broadoasts by loudspeakers tried to induce the enoircled Russians to
surrender. The suocess was negligible. In late ~fternoon, a white

flag appreared at the fortress center, but only a small number of Russians
surrendored.s The day was generully utilized to clear tne terrain between
the railroad ard the northurn ramparts of scattered enemy olemsnts,
partioulerly snipers in treeoss

In the morniag of 2 June, artillery hit the enemy azain and
around noon the division ordered the attack to be reonewed by asseult
detachmonte, as per cketch No. 2. The 2nd Battalion, 1%5th infentry
Regiment, advanccd in its attack sector, at first up to the Muchawlec:
kiver; pivotinp eastward, and in spite of heavy flanking fire frou the
fortress oenter, they captured the casemetes just north of the North
Bridge. The lst Battalion, 135th Infentry Kegiment, took possession of
the buildings and casemates wast and southwest of tho eastern fort but
could not approach the eastern fort itself.

The 123rd Infentry Reglment marched past the sastorn fort and
advenced up to the Muchawleoz River. The eastern fort proper cud one
casenate at the benks of the liuchawlecz River remained in enemy hands.
Othar portions of the regiment advanced across tie fortresu bridge, where
they cartured several buildinge and relileved the last remairing elements
of the 2rd Battalion, 135th Infentry Regiment, in the fortress church,.

During the following days, the 133rd Infantry Kegiment, sided by
the 8lst Encinesar “altalion, captured the entire center part of the
fortross in ;rim battless Almost every part of the old buildings with
their very thick brick walls had to be preparcd soparately for assault
by means of explosive charges and land grenaces. Hardly any Russian

considerad the idea of surrender; they fought bravely to the last man.
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All elements committed on the norinern island were subordinated
to the commander of the 135th Infantry Regiment,

On 25 Juns naw assault detachments equipped wi‘*h flame throwers
were commltiod for attack on the eastern fort. The entrance to the
horseshov-shaped otructure was bomberded with diroct fire of antitenk
gums, infantry guns, and one lizht field howitzors Nevartheless, the
flame throwvers did not get olose enough in the lavel terrain for
offective action, on account ol the savage defensive fire of enemy
infantry guns. Larze numbers of 80 mm smoke-shei. mortars were r.ved
invo position hshind the northern ramparts, bul their smoke seroening
of the sastern fort ! " no results. However, wa captured the
pillbox at the banks of the lluchawleoz Rivers

e next day, an 88-mn lak gun was emplaced for attack >n the
aastern fort, and in addition an assault zun wes moved up close to thao
oantrance and rired at the embrasures and t"3 windows, Nevertheless, the
tenacious resistance of the garrison did wmot diminisgh,.

Throughout the morning of 27 Juno, a dive-bomber squad: m attacked
the eastarn forts To mark the tarzet, white panele we. 2 placed on the
outer edge of tihe moate Al’nough the bombs hit the mark well, they had
but little effect on the soliil “rick vaults. The one available 1800
kilogran bomb hit only the end of the eastern side of the horseshoe;
thers still was no weakening of resistance.

Durins the aftarncon further preparations were made for the rasxt
day. <he plan oallsd for rolling a large number of oil-filled barrels
over the slore of the glacis in front of the three inside gates and
windows, and izniting tlems The aim was still the same as during the

previous days: to wear down the gurrison while avoiding casualties
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among our own forces.  *)

Towe rds evening, right in the midst of these preparations, the
eastern fort's garrison numberiny 600 men surrendered. The entire
fortress was ncw in Gormen hands.

We had sustalned considerabls losses during the battles for the
fortresss For instance, during the first three days the casualties of
the 135th Infantry Regiment amow..ed {o 250 killud (inecluding two
battalion commanders and several compeny commranders) and 260 wounded.

The division mads up of Austrians who fought remarkably well, had
fulfulled its mission in very heavy fighiing. The breach for the
advaunce of Panzorgrupne Guderisn was opsered eurly on the first dey;

a few days later tne entire fortress of Brest-Litovsk had beon oonquersd

and the division became again available,

The author has placed a q.estion mark next to this paragraph. The

foasibllity of the operation ‘~scrined is epparently open to question.
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